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PREFACE. 



This Book is published without anj 
intention of biasing the public imind upon 
the question of Emigration. 

Whether a measure of this important 
nature^ to the extent that now prevails, 
maj be attended with adyantage or in* 
jury to Ireland, is left to the depths of 
Political Economy, and to the womb of 
time* 

It is a question, which in her present 
state of excitement and distraction, could 
hardly be expected to receive imps^al 

B 



8 PREFACE. 

discuBBion, to be decided on patriotic 
principles, or acted upon otherwise than 
from private interest, and personal con- 
siderations. 

The most elaborate opposition would 
be inadequate to repel the impetus ; the 
most favourable encouragement could 
scarcely increase it. — 

Emigration has commenced upon a 
great scale, and will continue. Publi- 
cations in its favor, or against it, will 
not avail. — ^Truth and facts will be sought 
for, as the only guides. — ^Let the pru- 
dent and credible settler signify that he 
prospers, and state, with accuracy, the 
means of his success ; he will be followed 
by those who, from various causes, feel 

that they are unsuccessful^ and there- 
fore anxious to place themselves, as soon 
as possible in a state of independence. 
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An enterprize of such ** pith and mo« 
menf must, in most cases, be under- 
taken through much tribulation. 

Deep and heartfelt will be the sigh of 
regret — ^bitter the tear of affection, at 
leaving home, and relations and friends, 
perhaps for ever 1 1 — ^But should that 
home have become irksome, unprofitable, 
and insecure — and should many near and 
dear friends be induced to swell the 
groupe that emigrate, or mean to follow 
in their steps — ^the gloom would disap- 
pear — ^the change of country be forgot- 
ten, or reconciled by the active occupa- 
tions of the new settlement, and the 
anticipation of its eventual prosperity. 

As this applies to settlers of a higher 
grade, well connected and well educated, 
it may be asked — Is there not, to persons 
thus circumstanced, something repulsive 
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m tlie idea of encountermg 4lie wild 
forest, and the society, if any, of per- 
sons whose customs, habits^' mann^^, 
and education, so widely diff^ from all 
tliat th^ were taught to admire and 
approve? — The answer is — ^the wilder 
the forest the more .exempt from such 
society, unless persons of that de- 
seription become fellow settlers — ^which 
unpleasant alternative is now obviated 
by a late and judicious arrangement of 
the government to accommodate special 
groups of emigrants with their friends 
and' followers, by sales of land in the 
same ^township ; thus putting it within 
their power to exclude strangers, with 
whom it might not be agreeable to asso- 
ciate. 

The settlers having formed their own 
party, it is reasonable to suppose, they 
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will be pleased mth their own soeietjr, 
and as years roll on^ will hare established 
an extensiye and united colonj of at^ 
tached and intimate individuals. 

Whoever reflects upon what is termed 
society or good neighbourhood in the 
country parts of Ireland, must be dis- 
posed to acknowledge its * fluctuation, 
drawbacks, and defects ; and even by fair 
comparison, to allow some degree of 
attiiaetion to that, which under the late 
regulation, may now be formed in 
Upper Canada. 

With a conriderable party of settlers, 
such as has been here alluded to, the 
Editor is closely connected. 

Thirteen members of his family, chiU 
dren, grand-children, and their attend- 
ants, departed for Canada in the Spring of 
1832. An affliction only to be aleviated. 
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at the time, by a conviction of their 
haying acted widi ddliberation, and re- 
solved with judgment, and latterly ^ by 
the interesting accounts received of their 
successful settlement* Other corres- 
ponding friends, had previously emi- 
grated to the same American province. 
The communications of all are given in 
the following pages — and coming, as 
they do, from actual settler^ and under 
real signatures^ it is hoped, that they 
may not be unacceptable to the public. 

It has been suggested by rational men, 
who are anxiously seeking for informa- 
tion on this subject, that unadorned 
facts from existing settlers, are much 
called for, and will be highly prized. 

These can be faithfully given from the 
foregoing sources, especially through 
the gentleman who has kindly permitted 
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his name to be inserted in ^e title page ; 
Mr. Thos. Wm. Magrath, with whom 
the Editor had been in previous corres- 
pondence on this subject ; a gentleman, 
whose settlement and occupations in 
Canada haye placed much within his 
power, for critical observation and re- 
mark ; and whose letters upon field 
sports, it is hoped will be interesting to 
a numerous class of readers. Most pub- 
lications upon Canada have been dressed 
in the garb of fiction, with ability, with 
humour, and with interest ; — ^the fol- 
lowing, deficient in that attraction, must 
owe its recommendation to statements 
suppUed from the information of those 
who have experienced what they repre- 
sent, and who have written without 
exaggeration. 
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LETTER I. 



From Thomas Wtttiam MagrcUh, Esq. Upper 
Canadoy to the Rev. Thomas Radcliffj Ireland. 

4 

Eriadale, Toronto, Not. 1881. 

My Dear Sir, 

I am g^Iad to hear that yonr sons are com-^ 
ing to this country. 

I ton sure they will be excellent settlers, 
and hope they will make this their head 
quarters until they fix on their future 
place of rendence. My Fathers former let- 
ters will no doubt have informed you of 

the Governor's kindness in appointing me 

B 5 



16 AUTHENTIC LETTERS. 

an agent for superintending the isettlement of 
emigrants ; wliieh circumstance having afforded 
me so many faciUties of observation ; I am 
induced the more readily to accede to your 
request that I should impart all the imforma- 
tion I possess, on the, now, engrossing sub- 
ject of emig^tion. I shall therefore at once 
proceed to furnish you with a statement of 
the expenses of bringing out and maintain- 
ing, for twelve months, either a fiunily or a 
single person, of the upper class of settlers. 
The cost attendant on the transport, from 
Liverpool to York by Quebec, and the sub- 
sequent location of my &thers family, (from 
which you may form a correct judgment of 
other cases differing in point of number) were 
as follow : — 

In May, 1827, our family consisting of my 
&ther, * mother, sister, cousin, three bro- 
thers, myself and a female servant, nine 
in number, took our passage in the brig 



• The Rev. James Magrath late Rector of Shaokill, in 
tlie Diocese of Ferns, 'b:elaDd. 



COST OF VOYAGE, &C. 17 

Donegal, of Whitehaven, in which we had 
the accommodation of the entire state cabin, 
containing six births, and two state rooms, 
with the services of a steward, for £50 

The cost of provisions calculated for 

80 days . . . 20 

Expenses in lodgings at Montreal 
(with our own provisions brought 
on shore) . . . . 2 

Travelling charges of my fitther 
and mother, sister and cousin to 
Prescot, 130 miles by steam- 
boat and stages. • . . 10 

Expense of conveying my brothers 
and myself with luggage weigh- 
ing 20 cwt., at 4s. per cwt., and 
our expenditure in taverns, &c., 
during nine days, while on our 
passage up the St. Lawrence in 
Durham boats from Montreal to 
Prescot .... 10 



Carried forward £92 
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Cfffrie4fomard £92 
One days diarges . at Presoot . 

where . our entire fEiinily met. 2 
From Prefli^t to York (230 miles) 

by steam-boat in first cabin * . 20 Q.i 
Expenses at York in lodgings for 

ten days or a fortnight ^ . 13. ,P, 
Conveyance of luggage andfiunily , 

to settlement; suppose . . Q 
Total cost from Liv erpogl to settle- 
ment ixx Upper Canada with 

every comfort and respectable . 

accomodation . £135 

Or 151. for each individual . 

I have estimated the lug^^e at 20^ c^ts. 
ours was 7 tons, 3 cwts. ! ! ! The largest 
quantity ^ver landed by a. single .family on 
the Wharf at Yorl^ and for transporting it 



* This last charge might have been diminiBhed three- 
fourthfli if we had gone in a Schooner, but this passage is un- 
certain, sometimes oooupying, if winds be contrary, three or 
four weeks. ! ! ! 



COMTHACT WITH THE CAPTAIN. 19 

> 

from Montreal it colt my &tk^ 282. 12«« ; 
but in my calculation and estimate, I have 
allowed the more usual and economical quaa- 
tity of one ton. 

With reqpect to our sea store, one diird 
only was consumed, as we made the voyage 
tp Qui^c in twenty-seven days. The sur- 
plus quantity, however, was of essential 
service to us, afterwards, in our lodgings at 
York, and some of it we brought forward to 
Erindale. 

My &ther had made ja written' contract with 
the Captain at Liverpool, by which the latter 
was bound to land us at Montreal, and also, 
to allow us the privilege of remaining on 
board there, while arranging for our passage 
to York; and this prudent arrangement ol^yi- 
ated the incurring any serious expenses unfil 
our arrival at the last mentioned place. 

The Captains frequently land their passen- 
gers at Quebec, although they have been paid 
for their passage to MmtreaL I am- informed, 
however, that an act exists, by which they 
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may be fined £20^ if convicted before a 
Magistrate, of compelling passengers to land 
any where but at the place agreed on. 

The contract ought to be entered into in 
writing, to prevent misunderstanding. 

My fiither compelled our captain to defray 
the charges of our passage to Montreal from 
Quebec, as he did not proceed with his vessel 
£Eurther than that port. 

You may think with captain Dalgetty on 
the subject of provant, and wish to know what 
sea stock we brought with us : 

Two hundred weight of corned beef, packed 
in a pickling tub, well hooped, and with a bar 
of iron across the lid with a hinge and staple to 
it, as every thing you bring, must be securely 
locked, or the more hungry emigrants on 
board, will share with you. 

On putting to sea, the captain emptying 
this vessel of the brine, filled it with sea^water, 
it was then lashed to the foot of the main mast 
on deck, for the convenience of getting at it 
daily. 



NECESSARY PROTISIONS. 21 

One hundred weigkt of biscoit. 
Do. do. flour, 

do. . do. oatmeal. 

The last, excellent for burgoo * which will 
remain on the stomach during sea sickness, 
better than anything else. If we had taken 
out a great deal more, it would have proved 
an advantageous spec, as the Canadian oat-meal 
is scarce, and of inferior quality. 

We had ten shillings worth of bread ; fresh 
beef and mutton ; half a dozen of hams ; half 
a dozen of tongues ; live fowls ; two dozen 
of wine; two gaUons of rum, potatoes, and 
some other vegetables. 

But to resume the calculation of expenses, 
it will require for a fiunily, such as we have 
under consideration, at least £100 for pro- 
visions in the btish during the first year, 
besides the subjoined outlay, for the purchase 
of land, building of house and offices and 
providing furniture, implements and seed. - 

* Hibemioe, Stirabout. 
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Two hundred acres ofland, at lOs. £100 *0 

Log house, 30 feet by 20 feet , 35 
Bam, ox house, stable and cow house, 

all"under one roof, • • Sfi 

Clearing ten acres at £3 10s. ^ 35 

Bedsteads, chairs, presses, &cf . 12 
13 Bushels of seed wheat ... 350 

2 Cows 6 

Horse 13 

A pair of oxen • » 10 <) 

Waggon .,.,.•. 15 

Yoke and chains for oxen .... 2. 

2 Axes 1 OO 

3 Iron wedges 10 

2 Harrows with teeth ..... 1 

2 Spades .......... 5 ft 

2 Pitch forks 2 



* Only one-fifth of this is required from govemment in hand; 
the remainder is paid by instahnents of j£ 15 68. 8d. f^ ann. 
for six yeais. - 

f The more portable artides of indispensable ftltniture are 
supposed to be taken from England. 
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2 TwcHbck fierew. aogpers,. with aU 1 Q 1^ q 
other sizes down to half inch . . / 

Pickaxe . . 3 

Tack, smoothing and trying planes 6 

Ebmmer and hatchet 3 

Brace and set of bits 10 

1 Handsaw . . • 7 

* 1 Brush hook. ...... 5 

A set of chisels, four sizes ... 6 
The above tools should be purchased at 
Liverpool, where they are considerably 
cheaper than here ; or in Dublin, if the end- ' 
grant sails from thence, at the house of the 
Messrs. Perry, Pill-lane, who are of the So- 
ciety of Friends; and for whose moderate 
charges, and highly honourable conduct on se- 
veral occasions, to ignorant customers, I can 
vouch. This establishment contains such a 
variety of articles, that the emigrant should 
read this list over in their shop, and he iHH 

find it save him both time and trouble. 

'■' -• ' -• ' 

* For cutting down the lighter. bmA wood. 
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By the above calculation, wliich as well as 

1 have been able to note it, is critically correct. 
A gentleman with a fisonily, may fix himself 
on his new estate in any part of Upper Canada 
for £421 n$. viz. 

Total cost firom Liverpool, to 

Settlement £135 

Purchase of land 100 

Building house and offices ... 85 

Clearing 10 acres 35 

Articles of furniture 12 

Seed wheat 350 

2 Cows 6 

1 Horse 13 

Oxen and waggon, yoke and chains 27 

Tools 5 12 

£421 17 
And supposing him to have altogether, a 
capital of £1000, he may lodge the remain- 
der at York, in bank stock, at 12 per cent ; 
and if he takes out this capital in gold, (which 
he ought to do) he will be allowed from 3 to 
4 shillings according to the rate of exchange 
at the time, on every sovereign. 



WARNING TO BACHELORS. 25 

Leaving the married folks and their children 
on their £Burm, I shall proceed to give my 
bachelor friends (having a sympathetic feeling 
wi^ those unfortunate fellows) all the infor- 
mation in my power. 

But I must first admit that I do not recom- 
mend single gentiemen to c<»ne here, where, 
(I speak of tiie retirements in die bush) the 
only comforts they can expect, are cigars, sour 
cider, tiie eternal annoyance of an ugly old 
housekeeper (one of the greatest plagues on 
earth,) and the glorious irregularity of a 
bachelor^s house. 

Seriously, I would suggest long and earnest 
hesitation before they decide on fixing them- 
selves here, as agriculturists ; and I would 
more strongly advise them (having a shrewd 
guess at the comforts and advantages of such 
connexion) to marry before tiiey come out, 
if they can meet with cheerful, accomodating, 
and economizing lasses with a little of tiie 
needfid; indeed whether possessing this last 
qualification or not, such g^ls would be in 
themselves a treasure here. 



26 AUTHENTIC LETTSBS. 

If a smart and pretty widow, under thirty 
fiTe, witli a snug jointure or disposable for-* 
tme, with three or four ready made sons and 
daughters (the ridtes of iSbe Quiadian eoloii* 
ist) be inclined to migrate hither, I pledge, 
myself to provide a mate for her, either in the 
person of my cousin Charles Alley, who mea* 
sures six feet without his shoes; <»ofmy8econd 
brother, who exceeds him in height byd inches. 

This hint may not be amiss in its results io 
«^ lliough confidentially conreyed to you* 

I will suppose a young man to have Ae 
usual clothes, &c. of a gentleman; in additioB 
to these, let him bring : 
A moleskin jacket, price ... £1 10 Q 
One doz striped cotton shirts . . 2 
One doz. of thick, country knit, 

worsted stockings 10 

4 very warm night caps ... 040 

4 Guernsey shirts 12 " 

4 pair flannel drawers .... 14 
4 Blankets 1 10 



Carried forward £7 10 



I. 
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Carried forward £7 10 

Sailor's jacket, waistcot and trow- 

sers ••.•••• 2 10 

2 pair of very strong shoes, high 

enough to protect the ankle, 14 

4 Pillow eases 6 

1 curled hair mattrass ... 140 

Q Towels ....... 050 

Canteen, with all necessary cook- 
ing apparatus 3 10 

One of Butler's medicine chests 

wiA his medicine directory . 2 

1 Fur cap and gloves .... 15 

4 pair of thick Russia dudk 

trowsers . . . . 1 10 

1 pocket compass . ..030 

Total £20 17 
withtheimpl^nentsand tools men- 
tioned (p. 22, 23) amounting to 5 12 

Total 26 9 

Boots and shoes are bad and dear in Canada, 
and tailors' work is higher than in London ; 
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but the less money that an emigrant expends 
on any artiele which he may not want for seve- 
ral months, the better for his purse and other 
comforts here. 

No single man should think of supplying 
his own provisions for the voyage ; he cannot 
inspect the dressing of them; should he club 
with a family of strangers providing theirs, 
he will find, when about to land, a much 
greater diminution of his stock than he 
had anticipated, and experience in the end 
that he has been humbugged. What is called, 
and considered a cheap passage, should be 
avoided by those who are not greatly straight- 
ened in means, as it usually proves the dearest 
in the end. It is bad management to make 
one's self miserable for the sake of a few 
pounds, during perhaps a long and boisterous 
voyage ; shut up, it may be, during six or 
eight weeks, with all the inconveniencies of 
breakfasting, dining, sleeping, and getting 
sick in the same wretched apartment of a crazy 
merchant vessel. 

Our passage was short and favourable, else 
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we should liave been heartily sorry for haTing 
chosen the Quebec coarse, wMch is longer 
than that to New York, and always more te- 
dious ; the vessels being of an inferior class, 
and slower in their rate of sailing. Add to 
this the danger of the Newfoundland Banks, 
the navigation of the mouth at the St Law- 
rence, and the number of leagpies to be tra- 
versed between .Quebec and York, occupying 
nine or ten days, while the other line of in- 
land navigation from New York to the same 
point by the delightful Hudson, and the canal 
to Oswego, occupies but four or five days, 
with the advantage of seeing the most interest- 
ing parts of the States. In short the election, 
when practicable, is decidedly in fiivour of the 
passage to New York from Liverpool, where 
merchant ships, (or packets of the first class,) 
with every accommodation that the most luxu- 
rious person could desire, are always to be met 
with. The passage in the best merchantmen 
can be engaged for twenty guineas, with 
every delicacy of the table, and spuits of all 
kinds, ad libitum. 
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In the noble padcete, called Linen, theiotal 
charge^ indndmg wines of iite best deserip- 
tion, is thirty-five guineas. 

If the emigrant have money to spare, he 
can pass a few days agreeably at New York 
if not, he has the power of immediatdy re- 
moving his Ai^ to the first steamer that starts 
for Albany, a distance of 150 miles, to which 
place he will be ocmveyed for nine shillings. 
His passage thence to Oswego, on the lake 
Ontario, by Canal boat, all expenses included, ' 
will be 9L lOs. ; and from Oswego to York 
1/. IBs.; making a total cost, from New 
York to York, the grand point of his desti*- 
nation, in either case, of BL As. 

In my next I shall give you a comparative 
view of the cost of settling in the Bush, and 
on a farm partially cleared. 

I remain, very dear Sir, 
Youths feithfiilly, 

T. W. Maorath. 
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LETTER II. 



From Thomas WiHiam MagrcUh^ JB$q, Upper 
Canadoy to the Rev. Thomas Radcliff'y Ireland, 

Erindale, Toronto, December, 188L 

My dear Sir, 

I mentioned in my last the necessary ex- 
penditure in settling a family of nine, and also 
that, for an individual. 

The next consideration appears to me to 
be, whether it would be most advisable for the 
emigrant boldly to encounter the diiBculties and 
privations oithe BttsJi,* or at once to establish 

* The wild forest, previous to being cleared of any trees. 
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himself on a fiirm partially cleared, and ready 
for the inunediate reception of his fiunily ? 

This must, in a great measore, depend on 
the extent of ei^ital, as well as on the num- 
ber, age, and internal resources of the family. 

It should, however, be a chief object of in- 
quiry, and I will furnish you with information 
on this important point, by specifying the ex- 
penditure and respective circumstances of each 
mediod of location, so as to give a fair com- 
parative view of both cases, and the course 
the settler should pursue in either. 

In order to this comparison, the fieums may 
be considered equal in extent, and at equal 
distance from the town of York. 

Number of acres 200 ; distance from York 
30 miles. 

I shall begin with the uncleared lands, 
and wiU suppose the settler landed on the 
wharf of York, the capital of this province, 
whose first visit is to the office of the Conmiis- 
sioner of Crown Lands, to inquire what lots 
are to be disposed of. 
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Being tliere .iiiformed ijmt lie otei - purchase 
certa£ci lotB.of wild loiid in an tmstettled port of 
the coontry^ at from five to tettdiflling an acre, 
he' next proceeds to inspect tiieir situation 
and quality. And with AiA view he travels in 
a public conveyance as faer as is practicable, say 
15 milcls, and hires a waggon to carry him 
fMaoi thenbe to the settlement nearest the land 
he wishes- to inspect, say 5 miles, and there 
procures an iiiteliigeiit person' acquainted with 
the township, lots, &c. to ^BtiCt as his guide, 
witji whom he setd forward ' for the land on 
foot; and finding, that instead of performing 
the t^indnin^ ten miles, and of reaching it, as 
he inay have expected, in a few hours walk, 
he will, perhaps for the first time in his life, 
be obliged to dispense with the luxury of a 
good bed, and dispose himself to rest as he 
best may, upon one composed of the boughs of 
the hemlock* in the small fihantyf of a new 
settler. 

* A tree of the fir kind, 
f The first and most contracted habitation a settler forms. 
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On getting np next nioming, not perfect- 
ly refreehed ; after drinking his tea without 
the agreeable accompaniment of cream, or 
even milk, he proceeds with his §^de, who, 
instructed by the index posts of the surreyor 
of the township, at length exclaims " thit is 
the lot i" — when, the weary emigrant, seat- 
ing himself upon a log, and looking round 
him, ponders upon the impracticability of 
bringing his &unily so &r into the Bush, and 
to a lot perhaps badly supplied with water, 
and covered with pines, (an invariable indi- 
cation of inferior land,) he decides upon 
further inspection, and at length fixes on a 
lot, under more &vourable circumstances, 
upon whUfh to found his future habitation and 
his home. 

He retraces bis steps with altered feelings ; 
his thoughts occupied by pleasing anticipations 
of the Aiture improvement of his Estate, and is 
received at the shanty he had left, with idl 
that hospitality which characterises the new 
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settler, who will share his last loaf with his 
expected neighbour. 

The emigrant returns to York, concludes 
the purchase of his land, and hires, or pur- 
chases.horses and wa^on to convey his family 
and baggage to thie fsurm of another comforta- 
ble settler in his vicinity, with whom he has 
bargained for their acconunodation, at a mo- 
derate rate, and for a supply of excellent pro- 
visions for as many weeks as he shall be em- 
ployed in the formation of his own residence. 

With this interesting object at heart, he 
hires as many men as circumstances will per- 
mit ; a yoke of oxen and a sleigh, which is 
the only vehicle that should be brought into 
the woods until a road be regularly formed. 
The master and his men start before the oxen, 
to prepare what is termed a Bush-road, which 
is done by felling and drawing aside all trees 
under five inches diameter, from the line of 
march, and by cutting a pass through any 
&llen timber oJF larger dimensions; thus leav- 
ing the great trees standing, round which, the 
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otlienpbeui§;ckffiUredfi^^y,.the oiKen and sleigh 
can ply without difficulty. 

Aboutan ho«7befbEe.]|jght&UiprqNHralioii is 
made for sleepinf^ . anfi» what is t»rm»d^ a camp 
is formed for. tbis. purpose, in asuniRuury w&y^ 
by pladng a ridgpf^. pol^ of tea feej;.i]^ii twxr 
forked, stibejifk nmfei^, m, lengthy uid. stodc 
firmly in die; gmm^: Agahist. tlua zifd^ 
pola are laid^ . at. (^^ 4ide» m set. of poIes» ob- 
liquely;, l^yiflg.ibe o^r i^&whidi fornis 
the fironi^ entir^y: op«ii«, ufA only to admit the 
heat of a 'large fic^ whiehis %hted up before 
it».t|ul'di^ smaka^ alsft, ta banish the musque^ 
tos. A thidk coaMot hemlock boughs^ or of 
bad^ alripinsd qoieUy from the standing trees, 
aJEfed eofvjeiing tli^pcdes, keepaoff the rain or dew. 
By this tine iks oxen have andred with 
the bedrckMiths, proidsions, &c. aacl then 
comes on the jatOTestii^ scene of cooking. 
The bymg*ftai (^ eantriYed a double debt 
^ P^") ^^^ ^^^^ 8U{q[ilies suocessioiis of sa- 
ve«ary park, hui alsa of hcfad or paste oakes, 
not Ion enticiBg from the oily drippings 
of the meat with which they are fried. After 
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a hard da/s work in tbeiBuahf 4ius is no un- 
welcome supper. Your qrieurtB sometimes 
bring biscuits. 

The oxen are tied to a tree, having hay, or 
maple tooiohea as tiietr prorender ; and each 
of tiie party having composed himself, with 
his feet to the bhuing fire, sinks into repose, 
vfon the floor of tins temporaty shelter, strewn 
thic^y with the small boughs or tops of the 
hemlock tree. 

\ 

Breakfast being over by dawn of day, the 
party move on as before for five miles fer- 
tiier, and having, at length arrived at the 
selected settlement, a substantial camp or 
wigmam is erected, to accommodate all who 
are to be engaged in the building of the 
house. 

The oxen are sent back, to return on a 
certain day to draw the logs together, and 
the ^^ Lord of this silent domain," commences 
active operations; not so very silent, however, 
as the axe resounds through the wood, and 
the expert choppers, have speedily made a 
sufficient clearance, furnishing, at the same 
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time, the necessary timber for the buildiii^. 
A wise settler will take care not to leave any 
trees standing close to the site of his intended 

mansion ; a friend of mine Lieut. who 

neglected. this precaution, haying just com- 
pleted his roof, was sitting under it, witii the 
utmost complacency, when a tremendous 
crash, from a falling tree of great dimensions, 
laid tiie entire edifice level with tiie ground ; 
he himself, by a miraculous escape, was taken 
out uninjured. 

To return to our new settler. Having de- 
termined on the plan, and proper scantlings, 
he has the logs cut, accordingly, to the right 
lengths, and drawn togetiier where the forma- 
tion of the house is to take place. 

The walls are contrived in the same man- 
ner as a schoolboy makes a crib, except that 
they must be upright ; but, like that, they have 
corresponding notches, cut out of the ends of 
the respective logs that their adjoining sur- 
faces may close, with as littie space as possible 
between tiiem, and tiiat tiie coins or angles 
may be tiius strongly braced. 
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The elevation must depend on the room 
required within ; where upper apartments are 
intended, it must rise accordingly, and^ pro- 
portionably higher in a log house, which is 
generally finished with a shed, or pent-house, 
roof. 

In the formation of this roof, howerer 
simple, much accuracy is to be observed. 

Black ash and bass wood are considered 
best adapted to this pturpose — ^the stems 
should be about fourteen inches in diameter, 
straight, clean, and easily split. Having cut 
them into lengths, corresponding with the 
pitch of the roof, tiiey are then to be cleft 
assimder and hollowed out by the axe like 
rude troughs. 

These are ranged in sufiScient number from 
front to rere, in tiie line of tiie roof with the 
hollow side uppermost; and over them are 
ranged alternately, an equal number, with the 
round side uppermost ; so that the adjoining 
edges of each two of the upper logs meet in 
the hollow <tf that beneath them, whilst the 

c5 



40 AUTHJSNTIC USTTEIIS. 

adjoining edges of each two of t^e lower logs, 
are covered by the hoUow of that wbjch is 
above them; diiis forming a compact roof 
perfectly water tight, as the hollows of the 
under logs effectually carry off ail rain that 
may fidl through the joints of the upper sur- 
£ac^; and the roof continues staunch as long 
as the timbers ren^un undecayed. 

This being completed — ^means must be 
taken to admit both the family and the 
light. The openings for the doors and win- 
dows (which are gei^erally procured, ready 
made, from the nearest settlement) are then 
formed in the walls by a cross cut saw or 
an axe. 

The chimney is then built with mud, if 
stones be scarce^ The stubbing afterwards 
takes place, which meaiis, the filling up the 
vacancies between the logs with slips of wood, 
mud and moss ; the floor is then formed of 
cleft planks pinned to logs sunk in the ground, 
and smoothed or rather levelled with an adze, 
the interior partitions &c. may begot forward by 
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degrees ; but, the oven, which is an essential, 
must be completed before the arrival of the 
family. 

Stones or brick must be procured for this, 
at any inconvenience, &r security agidnst fire ; 
but mud will serve as mortar; it is always 
built outside the house, an4 stsmds i^ne* It 
is heated w^ pine, or, very dry ha^d wood 
split into small pieces, and burnt in the oven 
to ashes, which being swept out, tke bread is 
baked as in the common brick ovens aft home, 
where dried furze are upi^ to h^at Item. 
Tlius at the expiration of three or feu? weeks 
the preparations arcf completed* 

Having now brought our settler ii^ his 
awn log house, with aU the privation of former 
comforts that must of course attend his enter- 
prize ; I shall close this settlement in the 
Bush, with aQ esttmale rf Ae expanse he 
must be supposed to have inburreii^ from die 
day he set off from York, to that of his. first 
&mily dinner under his own roof. 
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lUms of expendtturi in UAit^ pouetnon of 
a firm of 200 a/Sru in Qu Btak ; ditteaU 
Jrom York 30 mifea — open road fir 20 milet. 

Coach liire 16 miles, (public 
road) £.050 

Wa^^n hire to &nii house, 
neftrest to the lot, S miles 

. half & days hire 12 6 

Guide from thence to the in- 
Bpection of lots, 3 days 15 

Coach and waggon hire re- 
turning 17 6 

Removing &mily to &rm house 3 

Transport of luggage and pro- 
visions to &nn house ... 4 10 

Lodging Stet &mily of ax at 
iana house during twenty 
days 2 



Carried fwward £12 
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Carried forward £12 

Provisions for do. do. ... 5 

Hire of five men at half a dol- 
lar each, per day, for building 
log house &e. and making a 

. road — twenty days ... 12 10 

Provisions for do. do. ... 6 5 

Hire of Oxen — ^two days ... 10 

Iron work, frames, doors and 

window shutters 8 

Clearing and fencing ten acres 

'■ at3Z.5«. per acre ... ... 32 10 

Taking femily from farm house 
to log house . ... 15 

Purchase of 200 acres at 10«. 
per ••• .•• ... 100 



Total expenditure £178 



- We are now to give a comparative view, of 
the trouble and expeoae of settling on a fatm 
of similar extent partially cleared — say ten 



44 AUTHENTIC LKTTBBS. 

•crefl, (being the same number as in die f<mner 

case,) with house and offices prepared. 

In this case as in the other we must sup- 
pose ouremigrantarrived at York, w;here,iipon 
inquiry, he finds tiiat many &rma of the 
foregoing description, are advertised for sale, 
in different parts of the country, and he de- 
termines upon viewing some of tho^e within 
his reach, as speedily as possil^le. That, of 
which we are to suppose him to beoome tlte 
purchaser, being, of. t^e same extent and dis- 
tance from York, with the f^m in the Bush, 
is to be approached, with expedition and &$i- 
Uty by means of good roads and public con- 
veyances. Having found ten, of the tTfo 
hundred acres cleared and in good faeaif to 
yield the necessary crops — with the house 
and offices ready built — he returns at once to 
dose hispurchase and convey his &mily to their 
new home. A few years previous occupation 
has produced a dairy, wash'house, fowUiouse, 
len, and many conveni^it ^^pendages. 
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FARM PARTLY C|.£ARED. 46 

which promote the good humour of the lady 
of the hoiise, as to her domestic arrangements, 
whilst the gentleman cultivates his ten acres, 
(with judgment it is to be hoped) so as to 
produce nearly enough of the necessary 
articles of vegetation for iSie consumption of 
the home and &rm-]raf d; thus enjoying in 
his Jirst year, and of his own 'production, 
many necessaries and comforts, that could 
not be grown, till ^li^Mcond in the' Bush^ — 
and bi&iitg enabled to purchase others at a mo- 
derate rftte in an established settlement, which 
in a new one must be procured at an advanced 
-price. 

The attention bestowed on the cleared 
ground, is not to prohibit his industrious efforts 
to clear more, or to make such improvcsmentsas 
his capita rxmy enable him to do ; but that does 
not come witiiiin die limit of bur present object 
in either case ; which is, to compare the cir- 
cumstances jand expenditure in both. Here 
then is the estimate of the latter, to be com- 
compared with that in the former, ca^e. 
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Semi of expenditwre m takmg paaeiritm of a 
Farm of 200 acres, with ten acres dearedf 
30 miles from York, in a Township already 
settled. 

Coadi liire, 90 miles, to view 

the fiurm and back ••• £ 15 

Removing femily by coach to 

the farm ••• ... 1 15 

Transport of luggage by 

waggon ••• ••• 4 10 

Purchase of 200, at 20s. V 200 



Total expenditure ... JC207 



Purdiase and expenditure in 

taking possession of the 

above fiurm £207 

Do. do. of fiom in the Bush 178 



Difference ... £ 29 0"^ 

* There U here no yaluation of stock, implements, &c. &c. 
which is given in the former letter, and applies equaUj to 
bo& the foregoing 
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This would tempt many to determine in 
fstvour of the cleared farm, which appears to 
be the most economical. 

The comparison, however, is also to extend 
to circumstances as well as to cost. 

Those of the Bush which are favourable, 
are these — 

Cheaper land — ^a choice of district — a clear 
title — ^and the power of forming a neighbour- 
hood of select friends. 

Those of the cleared land which are favour- 
able, are these : — 

The iomiediate accommodation of house 
and offices. 

The prepared state of the cleared portion 
for the reception of different crops. 

The presumed £Eu;ility of intercourse with 
miU and market, with readier access to the 
physician, and place of worship. 

The unfavourable circumstances of the Bush 
are these — 

Difficulty of access — the various privations 
to be encountered in the solitude of the wil- 
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deniess — ^the possible want of soeiety — ^the 
absolute want of roads-^— the great difliculty, 
of intercourse with mill, market, jdiyrieian 
or clergyman. 

The wifaioowrabU circumstances of the 
cUared land are these : — . 

A dangerous title — Pliability to the debts of 
a predecessor — an undenrable neighbourhood, 
fuUy settled, to the exclusion of relatives and 
friends. 

The settler has now an opportunity of de- 
ciding for himself. 

As I shall state nol&ing but what is strictly 
hetj as £Eur as my judgment enables me, I re* 
quest you to make use of what I write in any 
way that you thmk proper, for your sons ,or any 
other emigrants. My name ako is perfecdy 
at your service in any manner you may please 
to use it 

I remain, my dear Sir, 

Yours, feithfdUy, 
Thos. Wm. Magrath, 
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Of the foregoing kind permission repeatcvi 
in subsequent letters,, and. latterly OQnfiimed 
by. Mr. Magrath in person, tbe Editor will 
thankfi^lly ^y^ himself. His fionfi^ for 
whos# s^e the iaquii^y was first made, in- 
flue^o^ by the i^ifotmatipn c^ntaine^ i^ the 
prepc^dy^^g letters, and 9^ Qther9 which will 
appear in the sequel, and el^tlyated by the 
pro|q>eiC4^us s^tlilemelit of th^ writer's £&- 
mily,* emigrated in May last, 1882, and 
are already' e£|tabUshed with their i^milies, 
upoi\ pi^p^ty of their own purchasing, and 
in houses of their own buildfaig, if nol^ in 
BJX the c^omfort to which they had be^n* ac» 
cvstomed, yet in the enjoyment of productive 
industry, with the prospect' of unceasing in- 
dep^ipbdence. With the comp4ratiye view of 
b^th descriptions of Settlement before their 
^y$B» as fi^oished by im experienced friend, 
and ^th th^ opportunity .^f pej^opal inquiry, 
oo; (heir furriyal in the country, they resolved 
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on, what would appear, tke least agreeable al- 
tematiye, and preferred a remote, unclear^ 
and uninliabited forest, in which, their wives 
were the two ^^ European females, that ever 
4set their feet ; and their houses, (with that of 
their physician and friend, )^the^r<^ that were 
erected in the new township of Adelaide, in 
the London district. 

They purchased late in July, 800 acres, as 
a first venture— commenced their operations 
in August — and in October, their fionilies 
arrived to occupy their rustic habitations. — 
In a letter of the 16th of December, they 
mention that the township is settling so 
fest, they fear there may not be lots re- 
maining for relatives and friends, whom they 
expect, and who are anxious to fix themselves, 
this year, in their vicinity. They have al- 
ready a neighbourhood of nearly twenty 
families, married, and unmarried, amiable and 
respectable people, many of them, their own 
intimates, and all embarking with zeal, in the 
improvements of the township, to which an 
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excellent clerg^jrman has been appointed, and 
in wMeh a newly built school-house is used 
as a temporary place of worship, till the en- 
suing sununer, when a permanent and com- 
modious church is to be erected. 

If it be inquired why they went into such 
distant retirement — one hundred and thirty 
miles from the capital of the province ? The 
answer is — ^that they did so on good advice from 
a friend, whose kindness they will ever grate- 
fully remember, and whose representation of 
the land is fully borne out already, by their 
own experience of its peculiar richness. 

Thus availing themselves of the favourable 
circumstances of the Bmh^ already mentioned 
— ^they resolved to submit to the wfifav<mrabh^ 
the chief of which are bad roads and bad 
potatoes — ^the latter admits of remedy, and 
the former it may be expected will gradually 
improve. 

However, as this party, which is a con- 
siderable one, had their own views and ob- 
jects in settling themselves as they have done, 
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it is strongly recommended te others, who 
are on the eve of emigrating, to give 
both descriptions of settlement, an unbiassed 
consideration — ^to weigh the respective cir- 
cumstances witk caution, and to determine 
with deKberation— for though it is obviously 
of great importance, to derive immediately 
from the Government, or the Canada Company, 
as Ae case may be, rather tWi from infivi- 
duals, who may have mottgs^es and other 
liens itfecting their lots, which settlers, may be 
unable to discover till too late ; and though 
it must be borne in mind, that the sheriff has 
the power of selling the hmd for any debts 
the previous possessor may have contracted, 
with the same facility as he could dispose of 
gnoods and chattels, yet those contingencies 
may be obviated by a prudent caution ; and 
for the advantages of a cleared fafm, there are 
many advocates and none more convincing 
than a settler of last year, Mr. James T. 
Sommerville, of Mayfield, township of Whitby, 

Upper Canada. 



S£TTLXMXirr AT WHITBT. 53 

His excellent and rational remarks have 14H 
{leared in the March number of that most use- 
ful publication, '^ Blackwood's Quarterly 
Journal of Agriculture'' — and with respect 
to the £arm he has chosen, the following is 
his own account : 

*' In regard to my own situation and pros- 
pects, I am truly happy to say they are 
cheering; and it is allowed on all hands that 
the purchase I have made is a good one. 

It is of one hundred acres of good land, 

fifty cleared, with an excellent new bam upon 

it, built this season, which cost seventy 

Pounds, with a frame house, and offices. 

The soil is a deep rich loam, and adapted 
to every kind o£ crop. Its local situation ib 

also excellent, being within one mile of the 

main road between York and Kingston; 

where coaches pass daily, and about three 

miles from Windsor bay, where there is plenty 

of shipping to all parts. 

A fine stream of water runs through part 

of it, on which is erected a saw mill, and 
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presents one of the finest situations for a grist 
mill, which is much wanted in this part of the 
country. 

The price I paid for my land was, two 
hundred and fifty-six pounds, but after deduct- 
ing the improvements on it, the land itself 
cost only22s. 6d. per acre, asmall price when it 
is considered that uncleared land in its neigh- 
bourhood, is selling at from two pounds, to 
two pounds ten shillings per acre ; my pros- 
pects of a crop next season, are not of the 
most flattering description, owing entirely to 
the extreme indolenee of the person, from 
whom I purchased it. I shall have five acres 
of wheat in good condition, and other crops 
in proportion. I intend to keep ten milch 
cows next summer, which will pay well, as 
dairy produce sells very high ; by next £blH 
of the year, if I live so long, I shall have 
fifty acres ready for wheat, which calculating 
the produce per acre so low as from twenty 
five to thirty bushels, will bring me, from three 
hundred and fi% to four hundred bolls of 
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wheat, of four bushels each, which at five 
shillings per bushel, will be four hundred 
pounds — ^this along with the produce of the 
cows, and of the other crops, will bring me 
a sum nearly equal to pay all expenses, 
and the whole of the money I paid for the 
land. 

I do not mean to say that I shall have fifty 
acres of wheat annually, but I do mean to say, 
that by prudent management, and persevering 
industry, I shall be fully enabled to realize 
between three and four hundred pounds a 
year, for the payment of expenses, and the 
adequate maintenance of myself and family. 
This circumstance coupled with the fact, that 
I have no rent to pay, and almost no 
taxes, certainly presents, in a worldly point 
of view, a cheering and animating prospect. 
This, I believe, is no exaggerated statement ; 
but as I have no opportunity of realizing it in 
my own experience^ I only oflFcr it as my own 
opinion. Being on the spot, however, and 
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judging fircMn the state of the markets, and 
other circumstances, I not only pffer it simply 
as my own opinion, but as my decided con- 
viction. 

If the above statement be at all correct, 
and I believe I am rather below the mark than 
above it, then it must appear perfectly plain 
to every unprejudiced mind, that, in so £bu* 
at least, as worldly circumstances are concerned, 
the ends of emigration are completely fulfilled." 

Mr. Spmerville in another part of his com- 
munication, states : — 

^^ I have purchased fifty acres more land, 
adjoining the hundred acres I purchased for- 
merly. I paid a rather high price for it, 
three pounds ten shillings per acre. It how- 
ever makes my £Eurm a complete one; and 
which is not surpassed for quality of soil, and 
local situation by any farm in the township of 
Whitby. There are about thirty acres of 
cleared land, upon the fifty; so that upon 
the whole hxm there are seventy acres cleared, 
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• 

fifty of ,ihem with stuBips^ and twenty, free 
of stumps. I >have let about, thkty acres of 
wood land, to hf^, olioppeds logged, .burnty 
fenced^.and' ready for receiving the seed by 
the first of Se|)tember next, * at three pounds 
per acre. 

If the land is sown down with grass seed, 
immediately aftap the fost €rop>of wheat, and 
remains so, it willTequire tea.or twdbre years 
to rot out the stumps; but if it is' continued 
under the <!(ipefati6n of the plough^ the stumps 
wiU come ojat in six or eight years, and in 
some situations a good deal sooner." 

This is all much in &your of the cleared 
land ; but as Mr. Somerville. declines giving 
advice, but merely a <^ndid opinion, so will 
the Editor abstain , from engaging his readers 
on one side or the other, and like the gentle- 
man he has quoted, will "leave those who 



* The date of these remarks is November 14, 1832 — 
Ei>noft. 
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rwd, to jndge and detemune for themselres." 
Tliejr will find in other passages of Mr. Somer- • 
rille's remarks, ' instances adduced by him, 
of countrymen of his (now neighbours at 
Whitby,) settlers from Scotland, whoonim- 
cUared &rms have been very prosperous. 

He speaks of a Mr. A , of twelve years 

standing;, who came out without original capi- 
tal ; purchased two hundred acres ; began to 
clear it with great spirit ; lost his whole pro- 
perty by fire ; began again with unabated per- 
severance ; and is now posseted of three 
hundred acres of the best land, and is worth 
nearly three thousand pounds; also of Mr. 

T , from Lanarkshire, but three years at 

Whitby, who brought out five hundred pounds, 
ts now worth twelve hundred ; with many 
rs, lately arrived, and all likely to pros- 
OQ their &rms. 

hie testimony of a prudent Caledonian 
Loted to assist the decision of the settler, 
i the comparative question in Mr. Ma- 
li's second letter. 
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Others from that gentleman, which followed 
m suocession, are for the present postponed, 
to some received from members of the Edi- 
tors family after their departure. 



i 
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LETTER IIL 



From Mr$. Wm. RadeUff^ to the Rev. Thomas 

Radd^y DuMm. 

Atlantic Ocean, on board the Duncan Gibb^ 

June 14» 1832. 

My dearest Mr. R. 
Until this day I have been unable to hold 
a pen. It was unfortunate that the chief 
cabin of this ship had been previously en- 
gaged, and that we could find no other vessel 
sailing at the time that suited us. From the 
miserable accommodation to which we have 

been obliged to submit, our sufferings have 



been great; and mine, as I had reason to 
expect, beyond the rest 

Yet, thanks be to God, I am now well 
enough to write to you, with a tolerably 
steady hand ; holding down my paper on the 
binnacle, while a freshening breeze wafts us 
along. 

You will sympathize with us at what we 
have undergone, and will read with interest, if 
not with amusement, my desultory journal to 
which I pledged myself before we parted. 

In the cabin (if it can be so called,) to 
which we are doomed, are thirty-one souls, 
enduring, in general, the crowd, and heat, 
and various difficulties, with tolerable patience 
and good humour. Some of the passengers 
are respectable and well informed, whose so- 
ciety, under other circumstances, would have 
been very agreeable ; but alas ! after the first 
day of our sailing, dU satisfEU^tion was at 
an end. 

As we still traced the dim . outline of the 
Coast from winch we were gradually receding. 
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The tender recollectioiis of early youth, the 
ties and friendships of maturer years, rose 
on the memory with fonder and more vivid 
impressions as the distance increased that bore 
me from the scene of their enjoyment. Yet 
the prospect of happiness, and independence, 
in the country of our adoption, qualified every 
sentiment of regret, and reconciled me to 
the painful alternative we had chosen. The 
following day a strong gale sprung up, and 
from that to the present, nearly four weeks, 
we suffered (with short intervals of relief) the 
most torturing sickness, that squally weather 
and a rough sea ever inflicted. Wonderful to 
be told, my little Mary, was ill but . a few 
hours, when she fell into a profound sleep, and 
has never been a moment indisposed, from 
that hour to this. 

But here my dear Mr. R. for the be- 
nefit of all friture emigrants with sufficient 
means, whom you may have an opportunity 
of warning, I must particularly remark the 
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error of those who bring out, as we did, their 
own provmoBS-we thought it pnident to do 
SO — ^but are now convinced that we were 
wrong ; by so doing you are excluded from the 
attehtipn of the Captain or his steward, the 
only persons capable of affording any. 

Your own servants are a burden to you, 
your', stores useless, while you are sick; and 
before you are well, either spoiled or stolen — 
we have been nearly a month at sea; and 
during that time have been able to enjoy but 
one comfortable dinner, which was on the 
first day of our embarkation. 

This is to be remedied by a little sacrifice 
of economy, to comfort, in paying to the 
Captain a bulk sum for accommodation, at^ 
tendance and provisions — ^which furnished by 
him will perhaps not amount to so much, as 
the useless quantity usually brought out. — 

We lost one of our boats a few evenings 
since — ^and as the name, Duncan Gibb, is on her 
stern, we are in a great panic lest she should 
be picked up by some vessel, that supposing 

n 5 
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<mr-8hq> 4o liav« bcien los^ ariglil irepert 
it^ iind abtfA tbe imndB ^ tbe mmercfm 
IMUwengers. ., When llie weather is finr^ wie 
remain on ieds, to a late hour ; and for 
the ]Bat*4ktee nights have been .gnUiied 
by the ImnfaiMB lappeesaaite^ of the buu 
firery mv^e and ripjgle^ . 4i(i an imUmited 
extent, presents the i^eanmce of fiqnidrfire, 
' whidi, " in ^^^fiadt^ of. xnoniientaary succeanon, 
g;ives to .the entire i^fux&ce, lan' exquisite 
briUancy and beauty. On de I7th : June 
we had indication of neorii^ llie banhs (as 
the sailors term it,) by a heavy jnii^ On 
the 21st, we suffered a degree of eold equal 
to that of a sharp Novemb^ day in.4Mir;0wn 
climate, eppasently the foverunner of frost and 
sndw. 

On the 22nd at dalni, a magtiifioient 
Iceberg appeared in the (tifitanse — ^to my eye, 
fully as large as the hill of Howth. At a 
later hour another appeared to be drifting^ to- 
wards us, and though very remote, resembled 
a cathedral with a spire ■- oi exquisite white- 
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nes8 — ^two more of those floating masses, 
but of lesser dimensions, remained in yiew till 
tiiree o'clock that day. 

I cannot omit to mention here, as it 
wais at tU8 time I suffered moit from it, 
the disgusting water,, to whidi we w^re 
obliged to resort, in bur extreme thirst-^there 
is no disguising its abominable taste by any 
mixture whatsoever, it' baffles all tiie efforts 
of wine, spirits, raspberry, tin'egar, tea, or 
coffee, to render it at all palatable. We should 
have brought witii us a filtering machine, and 
this may be a useful hint to otiiers. 

It is in tills way only that we, who have 
had bitter experience of sufferings tiiat might 
be remedied, can keep otiiers out of tiie 
scrape by practical stiggestions, and here 
through you, my dear Sir, I would encourage 
all emigrants who can possibly afford it, to 
be profuse in tiieir store of bottied ale and 
porter, as tiie only wholesome and s^ee- 
able beverage to rely oih— tempmrate advice 
you will say from a delicate lady ! !— ^but the 



more delicate die ladies, wlio may bav-e 
oecanon to avail themselves of it, the more 
24>plicable the reoommendatioii. 

There is no dq;ree of feverish thirst 
OB shinre to be compared to the parching^ 
thirst of sea sickness. In tea, alm<md 
milk is the best substitute for cream. It 
has, to be sure, a peculiar flavour resemUing 
that of herbs ; but in a months residence 
on board, you get rid of many particularities. 
Our numerous bottles of prepared milk, are 
now good for nothing though palatable at first. 

June 25 — The c<dd weather continues, we 
have reached the much wished for banks of 
Newfoundland. The shallowest water we 
have had is 30 fitthoms. 

The fishing is now going forward— some of 
the boats are within a few miles of us. 

This morning early, a whale made its ap- 
pearance and spouted water, I am told, as 
high, as our tallest mast 

The Captain has just succeeded in catching 
an immense cod-fish— our people are putting 
out their lines. 



t ■ 
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' 2 o'clock — we have had the amusement of 
seeing nine large fish taken — ^four of them by 
your own sons and our servant, whose success 
was transcendant. The fish he hooked weighed 
40 lbs. and measured in length four feet. 
The others were about lOlbs. each. We 
dressed two of them which gave 18 people, 
great and small, a plentiful dinner. Whether 
it proceeded from the relish of returning 
appetite, or from the intrinsic excellence of 
the fish, I caimot determine, (perhaps firom 
both) but I can safely say, that I never tasted 
any thing so delicious. On this bank I am 
told the fish are considered small, but of the 
best quality and flavour. 

We all wished we could send you a specimen 
of them. 

June 27 — The weather continues bitterly 
cold, but we are sing^ularly free from fog. 
':When on the outer, or false bank, we had 
three or four days of heavy fog and wetting 
mist, and one day of incessant rain — here we 
are clear and cold, but are still liable to return- 
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ing darkness end humidity, titt we get into the 
gulph of St Laurence. 

Our fishing goes on widi great itoceeds, 
amongst the captures of this day ii» dH im- 
mense HoUybut, Talbs. weight; we are to have 
it for dinner. 

I was much amused by learning that it 
brought with it, (rriMi conrideratdy,) its <mm 
Mouce. In preparing to dress it, the cook 
found large crabs pouched, in iiie interior, cf 
a light scarlet, the body i»maKer than that cf 
our crab, shaped more like a fr<^, or toad;» 
and with very long legs. We paid our ad- 
dresses to the fish, which was not bad, bttt 
declined the sauce. Nine more wd-^fish taken 
by our party ! 

WeJUhedj (observe how I identify myself 
with the sport, ) in fifty fitthom water, which 
10 considered the best; and William desnres 
me to mention to you, for the information of 
those friends who mean to follow us, diait 
the line should be sixty &tk<»(is long^ lo 
allow for th^ diifidng of the vessel; so tell 
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tius to ^ whmn it may concern; f4Mr in 
Dublin, it wms considered Aat a forty fiithom 
line would be snffident, and it is not Each 
of your son's lines was of that length, and they 
have been obl%ed to join them, by which 
means they have had better fishii^ than* any 
others on board <except the captain.. For- 
tunately, their lines and hooks were of a 
strength that was laughed at, leaying Kome, 
but it proved to be right ; the true description 
of line is called log-line. They are very 
anadous you should know this, for the sake of 
any young fishermen coming out ; and thus 
ends their communication. . 

Jime 30dL — From the brightest weather, 
we have suddenly been enveloped in tre- 
mendous fog — ^horns blowing to warn any 
approadbing vessel of pur vibiiiity— ^^so heavy 
has been this wetting xnii^ that tike lalrge 
dr<^ from the cordage, fall like heavy rain 
upon * the deck, and have sent me, mudh 
agionst my will, for an enthre day to bed. 
Previoiis to ihia we had good weather and 
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smooth water^ wMch tempted many to the 
usual exercise of a dance, the mate being a 
capital fiddler. I was, of course, a spectator ; 
and it was not a little ludicrous to see so 
curious a mixture of religions prancing to- 
gether upon deck — Church of England, Me- 
thodists, Walkerites, and Quakers! ! 

July, 2. — We are now clear of the banks, 
thank God ; but the wind is un&vorable. The 
fog has also dispersed, having left traces of 
its unwholesomeness upon us and many other 
passengers, by a heavy and feverish illness, 
which has called forth the attention of our 
excellent doctors, public and private. 

We expect to see land to-day — but it is 
Newfoundland ; which I don't care for. 

July 4th. — We have had dreadful ' wea- 
-ther — ^a day of tossing, and a night of heavy 
:wind and rain — the lurching of th^ vessel, 
such, as to baffle aU calculation withTme as 
to my being at the foe, or weather side of the 
ship. (You see I am picking up the tertns.) 
In one of her tremendous plunged, all 
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articles not lashed down, appearing to assert 
their freedom, commenced a ludicrous and 
motley dance on the cabin floor, in imita- 
tion, as it were, of the incongruous mix- 
ture of dancers upon deck some days be- 
fore. I could not help laughing at the 
comic scene. 

A mind easily amused, and abstracted from 
gloomy thoughts, is a great enjoyment, and 
lightens many inflictions, by the counterpoise 
of gratitude for blessings which are always sure 
to preponderate. The sudden alternations of 
a sea voyage bear me out in this. 

Within a few hours, this most unpleasant 
motion of the vessel ceased — the heavy fog 
cleared — a brisk and fevourable breeze sprung 
up, and brought us forward rapidly for the 
entire day. We were in the higest spirits — at 
night the wind fell — the ship had little mo- 
tion—and we enjoyed the most delicious and 
uninterrupted repose. Fortunate ! it con- 
tinued so long, to recruit iis for the coming 
change. Who would not join in the pious 
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aspifatioii of the Hermh of Engaddi, from 
the pen of the great and lamented author of 
all that was pure, and interesting^ and in- 
structive in romance. 

At retiring to rest — 

^^ Blessed be His name who hath appointed 
the quiet night to follow the busy day, and 
the cafan sleep to refredi the #ieary limbs, 
and to compose tiie troubled spirit." > 

And again at morning — 

^^ Blessed be His name, who having granted 
us a tranquil night of refreshing sle^, has 

( r 

given us another day to implore his pardon 
for our sins, through the merits of a Merciful 
Redeemer." 

Refreshed by the oiily perfect night's rest I 
hadhad during* the toyage, I dressed, ais sdoA ks 
I awoke, to go upoii deck, wheh I was suddenly 
surprised at the increased Tocking of the 
ship ; and, within a short half-hour, we had 
experienced a transition, from calm repose, 
and an unruffled sea, to what even the sailors 
admitted to be a fririous storm ; die sea dread- 



■fa 



ful, beyimdany tking I kid ey^ Me*^, or could 
have imftgined^Mlie irind numg wi^ a vio» 
leaee tbat prervlited any roioe ftom being 
heard, when suddenly) a tnemendoua mA^ 
aa if the main-masl had corner down^ with the 
aeeompanying sottnd of ropes breaking, and 
sails flapping, ' h\Mt upon our earn. In sad 
alarm, we sat in a state not td'bci conceived, 
for a considerable tixne, when we wdre at 
length asstired that we were safe, aiid every 
thing nearly put to rights. 
. I was truly thankful to the Almighty for 
my escape. There is one curious &ct which 
I cannot pass over. I was told that nothing 
could equal the joy o^ the (^hilA^en dwing the 
storm ; and my little Mary, after I came 
down, continued to laugh immoderately. 

The gale lasted 12 hours, and then b^;an 
gradually to subside b^re night The sun 
set gloiicmsly, the moon rose high and dear, 
the Big^t was serene ;' ' an Amtora BorealiiH( 
diffused its brillianey, -and the sea becapie 
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like glass; — ^no wind whatever; — and9 as 
Pat Mee observed, ^^ thai $ame againgt tuJ* 

How appropriate are those magnificent 
words of Webb's, you used to admire so much. 
You recollect the vivid representation of the 
storm, when ^^the foaming surges roar and 
lash the mast ;" and who that ever heard it, 
can forget what follows : — 

** When, in an instant. He who rules the waves 
« Earth, Air, and fire — Jehovah, God of gods, 
" In gracious accents speaks his sovereign will, 
** And hids the waters and the winds be still. 
** Hushed are the winds— the wateri cease to roar, 
" Safe are the seas, and silent, as the shore. 
" Now, say what joy elates the sailors's breast, 
" With prosperous gales, so unexpected, blessed ! 
<< y^hai ease, what transport in each face is seen, 
'< The Heav'ns look bright, the air and sea serene ; 
'* For every plaint, we hear a joyful strain 
*' To Him, whose power unbounded rules the main." 

I little thought, my dear Mr. R, that I 
should ever, in realityy have to take a part in 
the scene these lines so forcibly represent. 
But it has fidlen to me, within a spacie of little 
more than four and twenty hours, to witness the 
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raging storm, the sudden calm, and to bless for 
his mercy, and his goodness, that Power un- 
bounded, who rules the waves and wind. 

We are now passing the numerotis islands 
in the Gulf, before we enter the river ; of 
course considerable anxiety prevails, as, with 
adverse winds, much danger would ensue. 
We, of course, keep a respectful distance. 

Our Captain's fether lost a fine ship there, 
a few years back, when nearly the entire 
crew perished. His son is, of course, particu- 
cularly cautious, and, thank God, (Sunday 
the 8th,) we have passed in safety. 

The northern lights are now frequently 
seen, and the air is milder, though still cold. 
The nights are lovely, and the sky quite 
beautiful. We are now within 360 miles of 
Quebec, with a fair wind ; — God grant it may 
continue. 

July 11. Well, my dear Mr. R. here we are, 
at Goose Island, but 24 miles from Quebec, 
performing quarantme ; and I am most thank- 
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f ul that our perilous and disagreeable voyage 
is over, which it may now be said to be. 

We are doomed by the board of health. ip 
but three days quarantine, as w^ are aQ. well. 

We were inspected to' day by two physieianS) . 
and are to be so every day. This delay will give 
me an opportunity of finbhing my long letter, . 
and perhaps of dismissing it from Quebec. 

Coming upon deck in the evening,. I was 
amazed at the exquisite beauty and luxuriance, 
of the scene, like a gigantic and brilliant pic-, 
ture. The colouring so rich, the fpliage so 
Varied ; and the pasture, (on which a flodn of 
black and white sheep were feeding,) of a co- 
lour not to be rivalled, even by the Emerald 
Isle of my nativity. 

Clusters <^ small wooded islands, andgroiq>s. 
of neat straw-ooloured houses, formed the 
fore ground of the landscape. In the distance, 
improvements, and habitations on a great- 
er scale: and churches resplendent with 
their spires of tin. 



WATER OF THE ST. LAWRENCE. 77 

The weather is now becoming close, and 
what is very strange, we find the water of the 
St Lawrence quite warm. 

We drink it nevertheless^ though warned 
agidnst it, and enjoy it greatly after the 
odious water on the voyage. We have been 
told that it disagrees sadly with strangers, 
so we have taken the precaution to boil it, 
and it has not as yet had a bad effect upon any 
on board. 

Our quarantine will be over to-morrow 
evening; but we are not to go to Quebec till 
Sunday morning the 15 th. The cholera is 
quite abated there ; but is taking its course 
through the other great towns, and now pre- 
vails at Montreal and York. 

The agent, to whom our gentlemen had 
letters at Quebec, died of this dreadful epide- 
mic, which, from the 4th of June to the 14th 
of July instant, carried off 3,500 persons, as 
I am informed, in that town. 

Some of the gentlemen have taken the boa^ 
to a small uninhabited island, and to row 
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about the ships in harbour. It is altogether 
a scene of uncommon gaiety. In the next 
ship, (from the Clyde,) a Scotch piper has the 
whole crew prancing in a Scotch reel. 

From the island, our party brought us a 
branch of cherry tree, laden with small 
fruit, some wild strawberries, currants, 
and gooseberries. They also brought the 
smallest, but highest scented rose imagina- 
ble ; and yet we heard that Canadian flowers 
were without perftime. Also, a miniature 
silver fir tree, not exceeding three feet in 
height. I wished it transplanted into your 
shrubbery at home. 

July 15. — We have at length got leave to 
proceed. The scenery along the banks is the 
most imposing that can be conceived. 

From Goose Island till we reached Quebec 
the eye was charmed with a continued succes- 
sion of lovely villages and innumerable 
churches, with tin spires glittering in the sun. 
You can't think how odd and picturesque 
some of the cottages are, with very steep 
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roofe to throw off tHe winter snow; many of 
them painted crimdon, and exhibiting two 
rows of windows in their declivity. 

We observed a variety of vehicles at the 
church doors ; some draWn by excellent horses, 
and some by bullocks ; mahy of them like our 
old fashioned gigs, and some very like our 
tax carts. We saw also abundance of sheep 
and cows in the fields, which were all divided 
by palings. 

The gentlemen, on board, agreed that, the 
cattle were, many of them, of a good des- 
cription, though not of any definite breed; 
but that the sheefp were very small, and not 
very shapely. 

To me they ap]peared quite beautiful, as 
forming a striking feature in the landscape ; 
and if it were not treason against the pictu- 
resque, I would tell you all I heard about their 
excellence as mutton. I am sure they ought 
to be very fat, if the most verdant pasture, I 
ever beheld, could make them so — I could only 
judge of it by the colour, which was very 

£ 
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agreeable and soothing to the eye that had 
80 long rested on a waste of water. 

Altogether I never supposed I should have 
beheld a scene so attractive and interestingy 
terminating, too, in the magnificent hHis of 
Montmorency, which we passed close by, 
whose white and foaming waters resembled 
an immense and continuous avalanche of snow 
tumbling over the lofty and projecting rocks. 
Below the falls appeared a very large and hand- 
some mansion. 

God forbid I was to inhabit it ; — I think the 
roaring of the waters would set me mad before 
the ear could get accustomed to the sound. 

It was nearly six o'clock in the afternoon 
when we arrived at Quebec, that> is, in the 
river opposite the town. 

The officers of health came on board, and 
passed us without scruple, allowing those who 
wished it, to go on shore. They told us of a 
vessel to sail which would take our letters ; 
this shall be closed forthwith ; — I am sure it 
is time it should. 
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I fear I have gone too much into trifling de- 
tail; but you know, my dear Mr. R. you 
made it a point that I should be minute ; and 
I am well aware of the interest you and my 
other dear friends, under your roof, will take 
in any thing that interests me, however dull 
and prolix I may have been in the recital. 

William, who is gone into Quebec, promises 
to write to you soon ; and if he does not, I 
will. 

Adieu, my dear Mr. R. accept our most 
grateful regards, ; and let all my kind rela- 
latives and friends be told that I do not for- 
get them. 

Your affectionate daughter, 

R. Radcliff. 

In the River, opposite Quebec, 
July 16, 1892. 

P. S. — I do not mean to go on shore, but 
to wait the steam packet for Montreal, which 
will come along-side to-morrow. 
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LETTER IV. 



From Thomas W, Magrath^ Esq, Upper Ckunadxty 
to the Rev. Thomas Radcliffy IhMin* 



Erindale, Toronto, Jan. 18^2. 

My dear Sir, 

It may be interesting to you, and useful to 
your friends, to have some information rela- 
tive to our first agricultural attempts, and 
subsequent operations on our new land. My 
last letter, being confined to one object, 
omitted some details on these subjects, which 
I now hasten to furnish. 
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After having purchased our lot of seven 
hundred acres* from Government, for fifteen 
hundred and seventy dollars, (about £325 Bri- 

• 

tish,) ray &lher, during ihe period of his resi- 
dence in York, «ent my brothers and myself 
to erect a log-house on our farm, of which 
we all took possession immediately after its 
completion ; and when fairly lodged in that, 
we undertook the building of our present re- 
sidence, which is a frame-house. 

TMs dwelling is 44 feet by 3^, containing 
three stories ; tfuKt under ground is 12 feet 
high, and built with stone and lime. 

The mode of forming such a house is as fol- 
lows : — 



* From its local advantages, being within, 18 miles of 
YT)rk, by the river Credit, Mr. Magrath preferred the pur- 
ehate of this farm to 'the occupation of 2,000 acres granted to 
him by Government, in a wilder district He found that 
the lands contiguous .to roads, markets, and rivers, had been 
long settled; and be. did not wish to go into the remote 
Bosh. Besides^ the. fees on pileiit end settlement duties, 
would have amounted to tkr^e^mrthi ^f the purchase money 
of the pmp&ty he prfeferred—JEnraoR. 
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A firamer, on receiying the dimensioiiff and 
plan, cuts out the mortioes and prepares the 
frame. A Bee^ which means an assemblage 
of the neighbours, is then called; and a per- 
son well skilled in the business, and termed a 
Bass, takes the leadership of the actiye party, 
who, with the mere mechanical aid of a /M- 
lowing, or raising, pole, gradually elevates the 
mighty bents,* until the tenants (connected 
with each other by tie beams,f ) drop into 
their mortices in the sill, to which, as well as 
to each other, they are immediately afterwards 
secured by pins, and in a few hours the skele- 
ton of the house, with its rafters, &c. is ready 
for shingles and clap boards.^ 

It will appear strange to you that a house 
could be covered in before the sides are 
finished; and still more so, that the cellar, or 
basement story, should not be excavated, nor 

• Bents. — Perpendicular parts of the frame. 
f Tie Beams are fliose that connect the Bents. 
\ Clap Boards are those that oyer-lap, and form the 
outer coyering of the framerwork. 

Scantling of Frame, 15 inches by 12.>»£ditoiu 
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the foundation-walls built up to the sill until 
the upper works were completed ; but such 
was our course of proceeding. 

At the raising of my Other's house, seventy 
kind neighbours assisted, and worked ex- 
tremely hard for an entire day, without any 
recompense whatever, except a plentiful din- 
ner alfresco. 

In a few months my brothers and I, who 
are tolerably handy, with the aid of two car- 
penters, had the inside finished; and we have 
now been nearly three years inhabiting a truly 
comfortable house, quite in the home fashion, 
except that it has the advantage of a verandah, 
{not very common in Ireland,) on three sides, 
(supported by pillars and secured by raiiling,) 
into which we can walk from our bed-rooms, 
and enjoy the delightful air of the summer and 
autumn mornings. 

This verandah is 12 feet in breadth. We 
pass our leisure hours in it during the fine 
weather, choosing the shady, and sheltered 
side, according to the sun, or wind; and 
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frequently sitting there with cimdles until 
bed time; with the occa^iimal aonoyance, 
however, of the troublesome mo^kitoes; — 
but where can we expect to find perfect 
enjoyment? 

When we had completed the bouse, we 
raised a barn, sixty feet by . thirty Tsix^ and 
eighteen feet in height, with an iee-»bo|tge5 
root house, and suu^iier dairy jb^eneath it, which 
cost us, in cash for hired labour, oiily twelve 
dollars to a framer, and the .price of some 
nails, worth about 2s. I O^^ 

We had a second Bee for thp raising of this, 
which was effected in five hours, and <m this 
occasion were able to supply our obl%ing 
neighbours, who again volunteered their va- 
luable services, with an abundant dinner «^d 
SiUpper in the dwelling house ; and to gratify 
them with a little music. 

The fi«ior of this ,bam would surprize you, 
it is supported by twenty-three beams of wood, 
eighteen inches square — wittji two courses of 
three-inch plank over them. There is in foct 
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as much timber in the floor alone, as would 
cost you more than a hundred pounds. 

With us it is a cAeop commodity, and it is 
less expensive to draw and use it in great bulk, 
than to send it to the saw mill to be reduced 
to smaller scantlings. The cause of the double 
flooring of thick plank is thai (the timber 
being fresh) the grain, which would be lost 
through the opening joints of a single floor 
may be saved, by having those joints covered 
by a second tier of boards. 

My two brothers, James and Charles unask 
sisted, cut eighteen thousand shingles for the 
roof and laid them on^ besides siding and floor- 
ing the barn — ^no idle hoiurs here ! 

Before the house was ready for our recep- 
tion, we had cleared twenty * acres of the 
land for wheat, and daring the successive 
operations of brushing, chopping, logging, 
burning and fencing — my father was obliged 
to hire workmen. 



* They have subsequently cleared about 20 acres every 
year, and now have for cropping 150 acres. — Editor. 
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The land lias a miserable appearance when 
first cleared, the surfiu^e and stumps being' as 
black as fire can render them, and these latter 
standing three feet high, to £Eu;ilitate their 
being drawn out by two yoke of oxen when 
their roots decay, which does not take effect 
for seven or eight years, (according to the 
kind of timber) and is more tedious if the 
land be hid down for grass^ 

Our first agricultural proceedings are as 
rude and simple as can well be imagined* A 
triangular harrow, the teeth of which weigh 
7 lbs. each, is dragged over the newly prepared 
ground; its irregular and jumping passage 
over the roots and loose vegetable earth, scat- 
ters the ashes of the burned timber over the 
entire surface ; the wheat is then sown, about 
one bushel to the acre, and another scrape of 
the harrow completes the process. 

On some portion of his land thus cleared, 
the new settler plants potatoes, turnips, pump- 
kins and Indian com, merely laying the seed 
upon the ground, and, with a hoe, scratching 
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a sufficient portion of earth and ashes to 
cover it — a luxuriant crop generally succeeds; 
(in this district) from twenty to thirty bushels 
of wheat per acre — the land is sown with Tim- 
othy grass and clover in the following spring, 
while the snow is on the ground, that it may 
be easily ascertained whether the seed is sown 

correctly. 

After wheat, no other crop is taken (ge- 
nerally speaking) except hay, until after the 
removal of the roots, when the ploughs can 
work. 

The weight of hay seldom exceeds two tons 
per acre, because mowing on such land, is a 
work of difficulty; with all our care we leave 
much of it uncut, and frequently break our 
scythes. 

To reduce the expense in harvest time, 
we use cradle scythes to cut all the grain, 
although they do not make quite as clean 
work as the sickles. 

A good cradler will take down from two to 
three acres of wheat in a day. Oleaning is 
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not worth tke attendon of eyenachild; the 
scattered grains go to die sustenaiice of the 
wild pig'eons of which the flocks are sometimes 
mUei in length. 

By the way, I must ask you to account for 
a curious circumstance which results from 
sowing wheat on a swamp, or wherever wet 
lodges. 

The purest seed wheat that can be procured 
in such soil, becomes a kind of grain called 
che$$e* Some dry land of ours produces fine 
wheat; but where there is a tendency to swjamp, 
the chesse grows^ and in one spot, with us 
there was last year half an acre of it with very 
little wheat among it. Some &rmers maintaip 
that it does Hot proceed fi:om wheats but firoi^ 
a dormant seed ; others, of whom my £iUher 
is one, are ol opinion that the wheat degene- 
rates from the constant moisture and becomes 
what we term eAe«^, and, what tends to 
confirm this very natural hypothesis is that 
chesse did not grow in any part of the field 
where wheat is not sown, and the adjoining 
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patches which wer^e purposely left un«own, 
produced only rank grass and weeds. 

This chjesse looks exactly like wheat» whilst 
^owingy but when beginning to shoot or 
spindle — ^the head opens 

I will send you a specimen of it cut in 
harvest tin^e. 

It is an advantageous circumstance for the 
clearing of thijs country^ that the settler finds 
it his advantage to bring in, fresh land 
every year. Some emigr^ts, who are without 
capital or assistance, exhaust their first clear- 
ance; and others prepare their land by * 
girdling the trees, which though it kills them, 
and allows vegetation under and around thejh, 
is an injudidous mode, as they frequently fall 
either on the fences or on the crops, or, what 
is worse, on the cattle, and occasion annual 
and often very inconvenient labour to remove 
them. 

* This is done by cutting through the bark in rings, by 
which the communication of the sap being interrupted-'the 
trunk perishes.-'EAxroR. 
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9i ^ery spirited manager for the 

iH^/fp^y ^ ^^ neighbourhood — Mr. 

^^^'^ioee various publications bear strong 

\i jice of his literary powers, and whose 

^efli^ht and perseverance, acting upon a great 

^^ would eventually have produced a won- 

j^fful improvement, in advancing the most 

ffliportant interests of this country. 

The London merchants, however, compos- 
ing the Canada company, did not approve of 
the expenditure of too much of their cash on 
general improvements, without an immediate 
return, and recalled him, placing in his room 
the Hon. William Allen and Messrs. Thomas 
Mercer Jones, and Dunlop, better known by 
the name of Tiger Dunlop — ^the last, though 
not least, of whom, is Warden of the woods and 
forests — all excellent and honourable men, who 
will conscientiously do their duty, and may, 
perhaps, eventually reap the advantage of Mr. 
Galf s wisdom and exertions. 

An individual emigrant must expend capital 
and toil before he can have an overplus for 



PROFIT NOT IMMEDIATE. 93 

market, why then should immediate profit be 
expected by the company from a number of 
colonists, within a shorter period. 

I believe you will not be sorry that I close 
my letter here. 

My next shall treat of various unconnected 
matters that may be interesting and useful to 
scalers. 

Your's, my dear Sir, 

FaithfuUy, 
T. W. Magrath. 
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From. Mrs. Wm. Radcifi Upper Canada, to the 
Rev. Thoma* RadcUff', DubUn. 

York, July 27th, 1832. 

My dear Mr. R. 

I have not been able to continue my diary 
since I closed my letter at Quebec. — I was 
fortunate in being able to send it by a gentle- 
man sailing for Ireland the following day. 

On the 17th of July, we embarked in the St. 
Lawrence steam boat for Montreal; Captain 
Armstrong commanding— a Canadian gentle- 
man, exceedingly polite and accommodating. 
The transition was almost miraculous from 
the intense cold we suffered at Goose Island, 
to regular West Indian heat, on board the St. 
Lawrence. 
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The charge for the passage to Montreal, 
184 miles, (performed from 24: to 30 hours,) 
every thing found except clr^nkables : — 
For each grown .person . . . ;£1 

For children 10 

For servants 18 9 

Z)eck Passengers. 

Grown persons 7 6 

Children irom 7 to 1:2 years . . 3 9 
Slitto under 7 years .... 026 

We were two nights on board ; the attend- 
ance was admirable, and the fere excellent. 

The men servants, French Canadians. The 
ladies' maid, a remarkably nice persoQ, was 
from the north of Ii«e.land; she recollected 
your son Stephep and his family there, and 
paid us, in consequence, the ^eatest attention. 

The passenger^ it might be said, dined 
four times a day: for they had fislb meat, and 
sweetf-meats, at every meal. 

The tea and coffee peculiarly good — the 
latter better n^e than any we have yet had. 
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The French alwaya excelled in the art, and 
the French Canadians inherit it. 

We arrived at Montreal at a very early 
hour in the morning. From mj fatigue, and 
William's having been very ill in the night) 
we were obliged to make use of tlie only 
carriage in waiting to bring us to the hotel. 
This was termed a calash ; and resembles an 
old pg, with a cushion for the driver, in the 
place usually occupied by the knee boot It 
would have been luxury to us, but for the 
miserable road we had to traverse. 

How surprising, that, where comfort, con- 
venience, and accommodation ore carefully 
attended to in the chief towns, a suitable ap- 
proach, the most obvious feature of civiliza- 
tion, should be altt^Uier neglected. 

So dreadliil is that from the wharf to the 
hotel in Montreal, tiiat I really thought I 
should go distracted before we arrived ; but I 
tiiank Crod we did arrive, without having 
broken down or been upset; I was, however, 
sadly shaken, and poor William very ill— 
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whether from the water of the St Lawrence, 
the fogs of Newfoundland, or the general 
change of climate, I cannot say ; his imme- 
diate recovery is anticipated by Dr. Philips, 
who is now our regular fionily physician — ^the 
kindest of the kind, quite like a brother to 
our gentlemen, and determined to settle 
wherever they do. This will be of great ad- 
vantage to us, and to the neighbourhood 
around us, as his professional skill is equal to 
his goodness of heart 

The proprietor of the hotel at Montreal, if 
an Italian, my sister recollected him at Lord 
Lorton's, as butler. His wife is an Irish 
woman, whom Dr. Phillips had known. 
. From both we received more than common 
civility. 

We are fortunate in meeting so many that 
know who we are, and are the more disposed 
to show us attention. 

It is very agreeable, in a foreign land, to 
meet even with those whom we have known 
merely as acquaintances ; what, then, would 
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be the delight at agson seeing those dear, 
dear friends we have left so fer away ? there 
is a, pleasure in the anticipatioii, however im- 
probable) that I ca& never abandon, nor con- 
sent to part with the dheering hope that it 
will yet be realized. 

At this excellent hotel we were entertained 
for a dollar a day, each; beds and every thing 
included, Except wine — w article, generally 
speakiog, of ve(ry inferior quality, in steam 
boats and at hotels. 

We remained hut (me dsQr at Montreal, and 
proceeded, at fiy:e o'clock in the morniBg^ for 
La Chine, (9 miles,) by ithe public coaches; 
our party filled two. 

They are .of the most extraordinary con- 
struction — not unlike the lord mayor's state 
carriage, except that in lieu of its profusion 
of glass, are substituted curtains which are 
occasionally looped up to admit the air. 

The new coaches are very showy, and by 
np means ugly in their appearamee. There 
are three rows, of seats in taudi; the centre 



BULKY TRAVELLEBS-»-LIGHr HARNESS. 99 

seat moves on a pivot so as to clear the door- 
T¥ay, and allow of free ingress and egress, 
for those who occupy the other two ; for this 
a broad strap of leather, well stuffed, is con- 
trived to hook on, so that lile mid-passengei^ 
may have something to lean against; Each 
seat holds four. modercUe persons, bul^ thret 
Radcliffs. 

I, in my ignorance, suffered . myself to be 
placed on the back seat, which in the course 
of the nine mile 6tage'&tigued me most dread- 
fully ; profiting by experience, I have latterly 
chosen that in the /rant, which is remarkably 
easy, with an agreeable swinging motioti. 
We were drawn by six noble horses, that ex- 
cited our admiration. 

You, my dear Mr. R. taught me to observe 
something about horses, in the many pleasant 
drives we have. had together. If omt harness 
here be sufficient^ yaur^s is profiise ; for of the 
six horses, except the pair next the cjrtrriage, 
(and they were without pads,) the remaining 
four had but collars and traces, and yet there 
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was really BO deficiency > The coadunan droye 
the six in hand and tamed into lanes but little 
wider than the carriage, with w<mderfiil dex- 
terity. The horses are particularly well 
trained, and answer to dieir names. At the 
end of the stage it was agreed by all, that they 
had never seen so good horses, or coachman- 
ship, before. 

The country was most beautiful all the way; 
not a single point of view that did not afford 
rich and varied scenery to the admirer of the 
picturesque. 

At La Chine we deserted our land convey- 
ance, and with the apetite of morning tra- 
vellers enjoyed a good break&st on board the 
steam boat under way for the cascades — ^a dis- 
tance of twenty-three miles — ^there we took 
coach again for a village called Coteau de lac, 
(sixteen miles,) and there emb^ked in another 
steamer, which brought us (36 miles,) to the 
town of Cornwall. 

How you would be delighted, dear Mr. R. 
with the exquisite beauty of that scenery. 
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This branch of the St Lawrence, I believe, 
is called the lake St Francis. The Ottawa 
comes in there, but their waters don't unite. 
I was called on deck to observe this wonder ; 
you never saw any thing more perfect than 
the line of distinction, marked by the colour 
of the respective currents; that of the Ottawa 
being of a deep brown, and the St. Lawrence 
a decided green. I have read that some great 
rivers of South America rush into the sea, for 
many leagues without losing their freshness 
by any admixture with the ocean, and it may 
be that the same principle of currents in a 
minor degree, may account for this apparent 
phenomenon. All the rivers and lakes abound 
in islands of every size and shape — some 
woodedand wild— others cleared and inhabited. 
So briUiant is the effect of the fire flies at 
night that the country is for miles like a scene 
of enchantment, still more imposing from the 
fires of the Indian settlements, on islands 
perfectly illuminated. 
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The hotel at Cflmwall is a wretAed place ; 
bad attendbuMe, wane roan^ ill fimuahed; — 
vile bed8, and no rest ;— not a veiy good pre- 
paration, for a long day's journey by land to- 
Preston, (dO miles,) commenced, howeyer, 
before five o'clock, with great delight at quit- 
ting our uncomfortable station; and, as our 
gentlemen would say, we set off ai the rate 
of a hunt. Ourcarriages were drawn by four 
horses each, and very briskly, notwithstanding 
the heaviness of the roads. A thick and sud- 
den mist, however, obliged us to sladken our 
pace. The road here was merely a green 
field, stripped of its grassy surface, cut up by 
various ruts and mud-holes, and crossed by 
swamps and hollow channels, impassable, ex- 
cept by means of loose planks and timbers, 
which hopped and bounded undet the wheels, 
without the security of riiil or battlement, mak- 
ing the least nervous of the party glad to 
close their eyes and curtains^ against the dan- 
ger. 
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Except on occasions of risk and alarm, we 
kept both open to the most lovely scenery that 
can be conceived ; and were charmed with the 
native richness of the flowers, and the bril* 
Iiaat plumage of the feathered tribe. Here 
the Kingfisher firequ^its the banks, along 
which we were conveyed, its plumage different 
from those of our clime, of more vivid co^ 
lours, and with tufted crest. 

I forget what fidthful lover was converted 
into this attractive bird ; but if possessed of 
any personal vanity, the metamorphosis must 
have been highly gratifying. 

We passed many pretty houses and com- 
fortable settlements. This upper province is 
much more like dear home, than the lower; 
which, being chiefly inhabited by French, 
(who have imitated their own country in their 
buildings, &&,) presents to the EtUglish eye a 
foreign and characteristic aspect 

Notwithstanding all our delays and difficul- 
ties, we completed our fifty miles, if not with 
expedition, fortunately without accident, and 
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reached Preaoott at a very late lurar on the 
21st of July. 

At aU the poorest taverns along the line of 
road, they set out a plentiful dinner, not of 
the best quality of meat, excepting veal, 
which is very good; the cooking but middlings 
Pies and puddings abound, and uniformly a de- 
sert succeeds, of raisins, almonds, biscuits and 
wildfruits. Theredcurrantsarelarge,but80ur; 
die strawberries and cherries scarcely eata- 
ble. The raspberries are better, and served 
up in milk, with sugar. 

To the exhorbitant consumption of sweet- 
meats and fruit by the Canadians, is attri- 
buted the early fidlure of their teeth, particu- 
larly widi the fair sex, who, from this sad de- 
ficiency, appear like old women at the age of 
thirty. 

Our Inggstge^ which was very heavy in- 
deed, was forwarded from Montreal, by Bat- 
eaux, which are open boats. They are 
towed up the rivers part of the way by steam- 
boats; partly pulled on by horses, and some- 
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times having sails to act occasionally, are 
wafted forward by a £etirouring wind. 

It is altogether a most tedious method of 
proceeding, but the least expensive for heavy 
baggage. 

The fidthful Pat Mee went supercargo, and 
three of our gentlemen most kindly assisted in 
the charge. 

Presoott is the first town we have entered 
in the Canadas where any attempt has been 
made at a flag-way in the streets. The im- 
provement is most striking ; — but we had no 
time to avail ourselves of it, fiarther than in 
proceeding to the steam-boat for York, the 
morning after our arrivaL 

At diis time, from the dread of chole- 
lera, all the steamers have medical men on 
board* Ours was a Canadian, a very ele- 
gant young man, of Irish extraction, his pa- 
rents from the north of Ireland ; his father 
an officer, and settied in tiie town of Brock- 
ville.-^He is most anxious to pay a visit to the 
Emerald Isle. 
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We arrived at York od Monday, tke 23d 
July ; were well accommodated at the British 
coffee-lioiue; good oodiery, yery middling 
ale, and vile table beer* They are obliged 
to use such a quantity of hops, to prevent it 
from touring, that it is extremely disagree- 
able. 

The following day, we were fortunate 
enough to procure Ae onbf private lodging in 
York ! — ^furnished, and oomfiortable, for one 
pound a week. 

Our hostess, Mrs. Hall, an English lady, 
and widow of a Captain Hall, is exeedingly 
kind and attentive. Our friends and Dr. 
Phillips, have board and lodging, with an 
officer, a very respectable man. 

Our gentlemen, as a matter of course, 
waited upon the Government Secretary, and 
you may conceive their surprise, when they 
were presented to Colonel Rowan; who, 
without their having heard of his appointment, 
now fills that official situation. In conse- 
quence of this recog^tion, and with every 
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expression of khidiiess on die Coloners part, 
they were introduced by him to the Governor, 
Sir John Colbome, without the necessity of 
producing the letters of reoommendation they 
had brought from home. 

By both gentlemen they were treated with 
the most polite and friendly attention, and 
a settlement pointed out to them for their in^ 
spection, of the richest quality of land. 

To this they go forward without dehty, to 
approve, and to purchase. 

Mrs. Rowan has been most kind, in visit- 
ing my sister and me. They left Liverpool 
but a fortnight before we sailed fix>m Dublin, 
and arrived here more than a month sooner 
than we did. Mrs. Rowan considered the 
voyage a party of pleasure, so agreeably and 
elegantly were they entertained. She as- 
sures me that the accommodation on board 
the Liner in which she sailed from Liverpool 
to New York, was not only comfortable, but 
luxurious. — Drawing-room, eating-room, pri- 
vate cabins, good dinners, variety of wines, 
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nude and fenude attendant^ anneal inatru- 
ment% booka» ftc *- * 

Charge for each paMenger, ••• £85 O 
Charge for servants) each, ••• 17 10 O 

Warn any firi^ida that mean to follow ns, to 
oMne by New York. It may af^^ear m(»« ex- 
pensive; but I believe, in the end, when the 
cost, and great waste of private provisions, is 
taken into consideration, the difference of ex- 
penditure will be but trifling, that of comfort 
and health excessive. 

William has not been well enough to go on 
the journey of inspection, and indeed is unwil- 
ling to leave me, till I am better able to travel 

His brother is gone, and till he retumSi we 
can say nothing as to our future destination. 
But we are told that land is high, in great de« 
mand, and increasing in value every months 

The numbers of respectable people coming 
out would astonish you; and the wildest situ- 
ation we may fix on, will, in all probability, 
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be foUy settled within the year. Indeed, 
from our own large party, and the frienda we 
expect will follow na, we shall be sure of hav- 
ing an agreeable society. 

Fhysidlans are very miidi wanting here, 
and apothecaries still more. Ignorant per- 
sons act in that capacity, who scarcely know 
thenamesof the dmgs they selL At Niagara 
that moat necessary branch is soldy conducted 
by a female, who compounds medicines and 
puddings, with equal confidence, but not 
widi equal skilL 

Any young man who should come out, in 
that capacity, with even a moderate knowledge 
of his business, would make a fortune. 

Nurse-tenders are in great demand. They 
anght make dieir own terms. 

A gentleman, going immediately to New 
York, will be the bearer of this. — I must 
close it forthwitL 
A few last words : — 

I am collecting garden seeds for you, and am 
promised those of some very curious flowers. 
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There is but litde music in Canada; but 
whererer it occurs, it is h^Uy prized. 

I haveas yet scarcely seen any tiling of York. 

We get excellent Teneriffe at Ss. Od« prgaL 

The best ••• ••• 7 6 do. 

Fine Inmp sugar .•• 7h do. 

Brown sugar ... 4 do. 

all Canada cuirency, which is 15 per cent, as 
I am told, in onr &vonr. Ciotibing and fitr- 
nitore are dear. 

No letter has reached us yet from home. 
Do write My dear Mr. R. * « * * 

Believe me your 

Attached Daughter, 

R, Radcliff. 

Tell of us, to all our kind friends, and assure 
them of our cordial remembrance. 
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In corroboration of the foregoing account 
of the Uners, whick sail from Liverpool to 
New York, the Editor has been &voured with 
the journal of a party who made that passage, 
and are now settled in the neighbourhood of 
his £Euhily. He has extracted from it as 

follows : — 

« 

^^ Sailed with Captain Holdrege, one. of the 
most temperate I have ever met — ^a cool, 
steady man, well acquainted with his profes- 
sional duties. Every thing admirable in the 
packet. Eatables (what a sensualist is man !) 
of the most excellent description — ^fo^is of 
all kinds — ^prime beef and mutton — capital 
hams, and pudcBngs of all sorts and sizes. 
Dried fruits, &c. &c. — ^port and sherry every 
day ad libitum^ and on Sundays and Thurs- 
days, claret and champagne. 
For each passenger ... £35" 
An arrangement has been made for the 
present season, that other packets, equal to 
those in size and accommodation, will take 

F 5 
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patBengen, at £25 cadiy findii^ wine them- 
telrca. 

The diief indooeiiieiits to a yoyage from 
Dobliii by Quebec^ (in oCker Teqpeeta to be 
depreeated) are, a flnring of trouble and ex- 
pense in re-ftbqpping at Ltrefpooly die higho' 
rate of tbe supaior yeaBeh, and die im- 
preMon of being liable to a heary duty in 
the States; whereas, all baggage will pass free 
at Quebec It is, howeyer, the fifiet, tliat on 
all duties for baggage, diarged at New York, 
there will be a drawbad^ on passing' die 
the Frontier into Canada — and the superior 
advantages, in point of expedition and secu- 
rity, comfort and accommodation, should in- 
duce all, who are in tolerable circumstances, 
to prefer the latter passage. 



1» 



LETTER VI, 



Frwn Thamoi WUUam MagraAy Btq. Upper 
Caomdoy to the Rev. Thomas Badd^, Dublin, 

Emdalot Tcfonto^ Januaiy* 18X2. 

My dear Sir, 
Widi respect to one of the remarks contained 
in your last letter, it is true that every one 

who comes here, feels at the outset, ihe diffi- 
culties of his new and trying circumstances ; 
even the lowest peasant, on first entering his 
shanty, laments the loneliness of his situation, 
and experiences a sinking of the heart, and a 
longring after his potatoes and buttermilk at 
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lume; but as his comforts increase^ he be- 
comes recondled to bis lot ; finding himself 
independent, he becMie$ happy, and experi- 
mentally learns that thb is really a Paradise 
to him. 

Land is often managed on shares here, 
firom want of money to pay for labour. The 
man who has land and seed, leaves the mar- 
nagement of them to the labourer, who takes 
half the produce, and draws the rest into the 
barn of the proprietor. If we want timber 
sawed, we take the logs to the mill, and have 
them cut to any scantling we require, leaving 
one half for payment. 

In the same way, if we want wool made 
into cloth, it is sent to the mill, where it is 
carded into rolls for a certain share or portion, 
spun for another, and afterwards woven for a 
third; the want of money rendering all this 
traffic, and sometimes interchaioge, of commo- 
dities, in primeval simplicity, essentially ne- 
cessary to the settler's wants and comforts. 



•vw^^v-i 



GARDENS — ^I^ACHES. 1 15 



vVe have no walls to our gardens, because 
there are no stones, and if there were, building 
would be too expensive. • * 

When I say there are no stones, I speak of 
particular districts, about Yinrk, for instance, 
where wood is the universal substitute. The 
town gardens are enclosed by boarded fences, 
those of the country by paling. A propos of 
gardens. It is extraordinary that there are 
few peaches at the north side, or at either ex- 
tremity of Lake Ontario, but, such is their 
abundance on the south idde, that they are 
sold there, for a shilling a bus&ell, and yet 
the heat is the same in all those pkices. 

I have heard it thus accounted fbr : — Lake 
Ontario (from its great depth,) never freezes, 
and the injurious north wind, whidi blows 
across it, is tempered before it reaches the 
southern shore, particularly in Spring, when 
the trees iare in blossom. Melons, Cucumbers, 
and Pumpkins, grow freely and very abund- 
antly in the open air, and require less atten- 
tion than any crop we have. We preserved 
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a barrel of cucumbers last year, and kept 
them in sslt and water, pidding them in vin- 
egar occau<mally, as they were required either 
by our servants, or ourselves* 

Many of your garden plants grow wild here^ 
tiger lilies, magnificent tumcq» and scarlet lil- 
ies, ladies' slippers, columbine, marygolds^ and 
varioua others; but strange to say, I have not 
seen in Canada, the daisy, the holly, or the jvy, 
and the hawthorn very rarely : it is quite a 
garden shrub. I have planted three thousand 
trees, and a great variety of ever-greena to 
conceal our offices, and for ornament: for in 
truth the trees about us of natural growth are 
fiir from pleasing in their appearance, their 
eloseness preventing the lateral lumishing d 
the branches, so essential to beauty. 

Our house stands in the garden, with a 
circular paling at one end to fence off the 
yard and offices. The poultry plague us a 
good deal, in Spring, by scratching up the 
seeds. In die severity of Winter their claws 
are, in many cases, frostnipped, and our seed 
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beds become more secure : a good fiffm yard 
and a busy bam door are the best remedies. 
Many of the domestic fowl totally lose their 
toes in Winter, and consequently become 
harmless in the gardens; they are pitiable ob- 
jects» when rambling about on their stumps, 
and we sometimes, in the excess of good- 
natured feeling, wish them their full comple- 
ment of pedal members, even at iiie expense 
of our seeds. 

When we first came here, our hands were 
soft and delicate, as those of a lady, from 
being unused to laborious occupation, but 
seeing every one around us employed at 
manual works— magistrates, senators, coun- 
sellors and colonels, without any feeling of 
degradation, we fiurly set to, in the spirit of 
emulatiye industry, and have already exhibited 
"pcetty fiedr specimens of our efforts in clearing 
land, and afterwards ploughing it 

3f y brother Charles can take, what is termed 
here, a great gap out of a field of corn, with a 
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cradle scythe ; he and his brother James once 
cut down two acres of Rye before dinner. 

The latter makes all the waggons, sleighs, 
harrows, &c. and when I am notsuperintetidin^ 
the emigrant settlements, my time at home 
is occupied in shoeing horses, making gates, 
• fences, chimney pieces, and furniture. Indeed 
my me<dianical labours are so multi£arious that 
I can hardly enumerate them, but you may 
form some idea of their versatility, when I tell 
you that I made an ivory tooth for a very 
nice girl^ and an iron one for the harrow 
within the same day. 

My younger brother lends a hand at every 
thing, from a duet on the piano*forte to the 
threshing of a sheaf of com ; and believe me, 
we are neither degraded in our own estimation, 
nor in that of the most elvated of our ac- 
quaintances, by thus earning the bread of in- 
dependence; nor are we without our full 
share of amusement, which is much more 
grateful than can be imagined by those, whose 
days are spent in idleness, or vanity. 
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We have firequently occiq>ied the morning 
at work in a potato fidd^ and passed the 
evening most agreaUy in the baU room at 
York ! ! ! 

What would Mrs. Grundy say to that ? 

When we contrast our peacefol and tran- 
qoii state here, with the turbulence of Ireland, 
our hearts overflow with gratitude to the 
Being who has cast our lot, where neither 
bars nor bolts are necessary, where neither 
Indian nor settler Will molest ; where we can 
leave our property lying carelessly around us, 
even in the solitude of the night, and where 
capital punishment has occurred only in 
three or four instances during many years* 

We have had, however, lest you should 
suppose us to be too perfect a set of beings, 
an Irish row or two. Some of our country-^ 
men, in a drunken JroKci lately attacked die 
landlord of a tavern in which they had been 
drinking; broke every thing in his bar and 
pursued him into the BusL Fortunately for 
him, he met one of his own men with a loaded 
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rifle, which he seized ; being closely pressed, 
he took refuge in a shaatjr, where two of the 
rufllans attacked him in front, while a third 
endeavowred to pounce upon him through the 
roo^ with the benevolent dedgn of battering 
out his brains (a la Tipperary,) with a stave. 

The fellow struck and broke the rifle, but, 
from the blow, it went o£P, and shot the assail- 
ant through the head. 

The landlord then took to his light pair of 
heels, and escaped from the other two. An 
inquest was held, and a verdict of ^^justifiable 
homicide'' of course returned. 

A solitary instance of outrage need not alarm 
or deter a settler; let a man determine to exert 
himself, and, with even moderate capital, and 
health, he must prosper ; if he be devoid of 
energy and become embarrassed, he will be 
ruined here, as he would elsewhere ; and his 
creditors have a very summary way of reco* 
vering their demands upon him, as his land 
(though in perpetuity) can be sold, as if it 
were chattel property. But the vesatious 
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and useless severities of the Ei^lish laws, as 
they relate to debtor and creditor are miti- 
gated in this colony by local statutes ; no one 
here can be arresteclfor debt on mesne process. 
If it be jnstly apprehended that a debtor pur^ 
poses to leave the country, a writ (on affidar 
vit,) of ne exeat regno can be taken out, to 
wMch he must give bail, but no fiEurther step b 
taken until judgment be given. 

Nor is the bail obliged to produce the 
debtor, if he can prove he is within the pro- 
vince, and in those cases in which arrest is 
legal, there are limits, of abotit sixteen acres, 
to the prisons, (generally including places of 
divine worship,) in which a debtor has power 
to reside ; the sheriff being obliged to take 
sufficient security for his remaining within 
their predmcts. Should he escape, the sheriff 
transfers the security to the creditor. Neither 
wearing apparel, beds, nor bedding can be 
taken in execution. 
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A whimfiical oocunrenee (for the truth oi 
whichy however^ I do not absolutely vouch,) 
18 said to have taken place shortly b^ore our 
arrival here: a writ against a debtor fiurly 
liable to the law of arrest, was put into the 
hands of one of our sheriffs — a fat and un- 
wieldy person, to whom the debtor was pointed 
out, and finding himself hard pressed by the 
sheriff (who was well mounted,) made off for 
a morass, into which he dashed, laughing 
heartily at his pursuer* 

Now the puzzle to the sheriff was, how to 
make a proper return on the writ — he could 
not return, < non est inventus* for he had found 
his prey ; he could not return ^ oodpi^ as he 
had not succeeded in the capture. So after 
much, deliberation, he made out the return, 
^^ non est cameatibus in swampoJ* 

Your's, my dear Sir, 
faithfully, 

T. W. Magrath, 



123 



LETTER VIL 



From WiUUm BaMiff^ Esq. Upper Canada^ to 
the Rev. Thomas RadcUff'y JDublin. 



Yotk» AufiMt, 18(12. 



My dear Father, 
It "wsia an old rule in raising the militia, 
that a jnan muit act himself, or find a better^ — 
of wJufih latter privilege, with respect to onr 
corr^^fondemef I have availed myself, in an 
admirable substitute, who has been as anxious 
to write to you herscJf, as to prevent me, as I 
have really been unable, from my state of 
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health, till within these last three days, to 
give my attention to any thing but en- 
deavouring at recovery. This, through the 
skill of my kind friend, physician, and fel- 
low-traveller, Dr. Phillips, has been happily 
effected ; and I now feel something like myself 
once more. 

I apprehend that the feverish attacks, to 
which strangers are liable, on their first arri- 
val, has been increased by the state of the 
air, which has brought cholera into this 
quarter in a most destructive form. My ail- 
ment tended that way, and alarmed me very 
much. It has raged dreadfully all round our 
lodgings. Persons in perfect health, with 
whom I have dined, have been carried to their 
graves next morning ; and, amongst others, 
my poor little niece, greatly regretted by us 
all, and sadly deplored by her father and mo- 
ther; who, to preserve the other children, 
got away from this as fast as possible ; but toe 
could not stir. We are all, however, nearly 
in perfect health, thank God; and next 
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week it is our intention to proceed to the 
land, to get up my house before the winter 
sets in. 

The choice of my lots I left to my brother, 
not being able to go myself. He has suc- 
ceeded to admiration, for himself, for me, 
and for some friends in the same township. 

I have, for the present, bought four hundred 
acres for two hundred pounds, land of supe- 
rior quality, in the Huron track, London 
district, township Adelaide, named after the 
Queen, within twenty miles of Lake Huron, 
and thirty of Lake Erie. 

As to people of moderate capital, (say from 
fire to eight himdred pounds,) purchasing de- 
sirable land any where but in the absolute forest, 
is out of the question. So that, having been 
informed by a kind friend, of the prime qua- 
lity of that we have purchased, and, my bro- 
ther and his companions, who went to view 
it, haying approved of it very much, 
our lots are all chosen there ; and, as far as I 
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can learn, we have every reason to be satis- 
fied. 

Improved &rms have risen to a price that 
no common capital can compass.* Even in 
our remote district, it is tkoughit that land 
will be of three-fold valae in two or three 

years. Therefore, if A r, or any of our 

friends, decide npon coming out, and wish 
to be near us, they should write at once, that 
we may secure the lots in time ; for the town- 
ships are filled up, almost as fast as they are 
surveyed. 

Our divisions adjoin that which is laid out 
for the town. When that comes to be built, 
(and it is said it will be completed in three 
years,) the value of our property will obvi- 
ously be enhanced. 

Our fellow-travellers, PhiUips and Groom, 
have settled themselves beside us. 



* On this subject, it may be perceived, opinions W7* 

The settler must decide for himself. 

Editok* 
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The former, as reddent phyncian, has got 
the grant of a town lot to build on. 

How lucky to have tuch a man in the midtt 

of U8. 

All the spare cash I had, I have veeted in 
bank stock, in the bank of Upper Canada. 
It is a decided fiict that this stock pays regu- 
larly twelve per cent and is as safe as in the 
Bank of England. 

Government are the holders, as I am in- 
formed, of one-third of the entire, and I am 
well assured that capital may be vested with 
perfect safety in this fund. 

No individual is permitted to invest more 
than one thousand pounds, that numjf may 
partake of the advantage* 

The influx of emigrants to our province of 
Upper Canada has heem suck, that in the last 
year the population is said to have increased 
one-fourth ; and in this season, fuUy as much 
is expected. This affects the resources of the 

I 

country in various ways, particularly as to 
^ the facility of disposing of &rming produce ; 
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and abo, as to the hanking interests, of whidi 
I have been speaking. As I am informed, 
and indeed read in the public prints, that so 
numerous have been the arrivals of settlers, 
with considerable cafHtal, that within a year 
three hundred thousand sovereigns have been 
deposited in the bank of Upper Canada. 

My deposit was in gold, and I received 
four shillings exchange on each sovereign 

Bank stock has this year paid sixteen per 
cent, never less than twelve; the legal inte- 
rest is but eight; but on the last dividend 
there was a bonus of eight more, in conse- 
quence of the country rising into such rapid 
prosperity. So that I request you to get our 
friend and kinsman to call in any money that 
I can command, and to send it me forthwith. 
Double interest in Ireland may be a very bad 
thing; but, being well secured^ is quite the 
reverse here.* 



* 100 Soyereign8at4s. per, exchange, are equal to d£120. 
This vested in Bank Stock, at 12 per cent yields interest, 
£14 86. per British ^eiOO. Editok. 
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I can tell you nothing of the country, as I 
have been shut up for a month in this un- 
healthy town ; where, however, the markets, 
being nearly on a par with ours, speak well 
for fiaurming profits, though consumers (as u)e 
are now,) may feel the inconvenience. 

Beef, mutton, and pork, ... 5rf. per lb. 
Butter ••• ••• ••• 11 do. 

Bread, dearer than at home. 

In fact, every thing is dear, as the pro- 
vince cannot supply itself, and is obliged to 
import from the States. 

The furmers here have no difficulty in find- 
ing a market for their com. For all that we can 
grow, these ten years to come, we shall have a 
ready sale at our door. 

The number of emigrants going up each 
year, will take away all that can be spared 
at a full price. 

All the old people say, that the country 
rises more now in one year, than it did before 
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in fifty. Upon the whde, tlien^ I cannot 
see any risk the prodent and indnstrions 
fiumer can be subject to, who pays no rent^ 
has plenty to subsist hini) with a ready mar- 
ket, and good price for the overplus. 

Amongst some agreeable acquaintances I 
have made, is Dr. Gwynn, come to settle at 
Yoric, in the medical department. He was 
introduced to me by a letter from our worthy 

friend and relative, S G . We have 

become very intimate ; he is an excellent fel- 
low, and accompanied me on a trip to Niagara, 
from whence we returned yesterday. 

You will expect some account of that 
wonder of wonders ; — ^you are doomed to be 
disappointed; — not so much, hotk^ever, as if 
I attempted to describe it. You know rmf to* 
lent don't lie that way. I can enjoy the sub- 
lime, but I cannot talk <^ it Better observe 
a isolemn silence* It appears to me, to be that 
which the magic scene itself would dictate ; 
and I am strongly dispoised to vindicate Mrs. 
Bogle Corbet, in having chosen the retire* 
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ment of her bedHehamberi to view this tre- 
mendous nuh of waters, uninterrapted even 
by the scientific remariss of her husband, 
whose good liuite would have done ample jus- 
tice to the astounding subject 

Ab to my conqpanion and myself, we re- 
solved neither to speak or write about it, far- 
ther than to recommend it to all, whom it 
may concenn, to come and view for them- 
selves,* that, of which no adequate idea can 
possibly be formed, from the ablest desrip- 
tion. 

Before I lefk home, I read many accounts 
of those surprising &Ils, which miserable alr 
tempts, compared with the great reality, 
afford no pleasurable recollection. Martin 
Doyle's was shorty and had some spirit in it; 
and in ygur own Encyelopsedia, there was an 
accurate statement of heights and distances, 
of rockd, and foam, and spray, and all seem- 
ingly very well done. 

But no pen can delineate, that which I 
again repeat, must be fe^n, to be conceived. 
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I iindentand that upon the rery spot we 
traversed at the Falls, a handsome city is 
about to arise, which some think from 
the precedence and perfection of the town at 
Chippewa, will be a dangerous speculation. 
I hope this will not be tiie case, as we learn 

that J. R ^'s near connection is a chief 

sharer and proprietor. 

There appears to be every necessary at- 
traction, and I sincerely hope for our cousin's 
sake it may succeed. He means, as we hear, 
to reside tiiere, and wiU, from his habits, na- 
tiurally prefer tiie mixed society of a lively 
town, to tiie sound of tiie axe in the forest, in 
which we shall find our enjoyment. 

We have, so far, suffered great hardships 
on our voyage — ^also from bad health — and 
look forward to much trouble and inconve- 
nience in forming a settiement on our 
land, but should be delighted and con- 
tent, if we had all our people with us. When 
separated, even for the short time that we 
have been, a horrible feeling obtrudes on the 
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mind, at having lef);, perhaps, for ever, (with 
whatsoever motives of prudence or of wisdom, ) 
our nearest and dearest relations ; and this feel- 
ing alone (the sole drawback on the objects we 
have in view,) makes iis, often, almost lament 
the step that we have taken. 

With kindest love to those very friends, 
whose absence we so much feel. 

Believe me, my dear Father, 
Always, your affectionate Son, 

W. R. 



V'rf .»..» f*-.t' »»■• '"i* »>•'"• ." 



LETTER VHI. 



From Mr». WiUiam RakMff, Upper Canada, 
to the Em. Thomat SadeUff, Dublin. 



AdeluilB, Navember, 1638. ' 

My dear Mr. R. 
I promised to let yoa know our prt^ess 
from York to this, our final settlement. 

Tbe moment I was able to travel we com- 
menced OUT route, by steam-boat, to a very 
pretty place called Hamilton. Tbe wharf 
is at least a mile and a-balf from the town. 
be hope of some conveyance arriving, we 



4mt d<»wo w ^ taniftk ^f a tfim$ 9nd vary 
sbwtly » wf^gfin tappewt&i, wUtih on ito 
n^wer apjproftd^ w4j perowvfti tp be Hm of » 

On oiiir T^nfMstjog hun t^ mvA w one 

poiiii pf tekiiig m iote Ai#, wUcb iv»b very 
easy, wd wett MlMtn^ttd* mi with ibe 
greatest palHf n«a9 be mt m down at ijl;ie 
h^tel, wk^re we wef» oomf^iMy ftOjcam* 
modatod nt a 9iip4ai»lte ddmrg^, Tbe oe«t 
]ii0niuig we |»Poeee^ by tbe po^ioh (9 Brwtr 
fionl. At Ail vili«g9» we bpped to b^e fomd 
the rest of our party, it having been arranged 
dMit wosM^ mi <;bttdrep» th^ bwioy haggfuge^ 
ahoyld vmnafQ i^^^ whjlit tl^ g^tlemen 
went fcorward t9 jget i^ fbeir bouses for our 
leeeption ; but our poor lrieo499 wbo had s^- 
£sEfid sp nmeh frosi (Qholer<^ nreiie pn their 
anrival at Bmntfordf m«aediiately baiushed, 
by tbe ckeunistaiiQe <rf m u|i6>rt»n9je gpn- 
tleman being carried into the hotels wbp 4ied 
in a few hours of that melancholy ailment. 

65 



196 AUTHENTIC LITTEBS. 

We, of ooiine, did not remain behind, but late 
as itwasy procured a waggon to bringnsforward 
ten miles to BurfonL This was but a com- 
mon rough machine, very unlike the smooth, 
and comfortable (me, with which our polite 
Canadian had supplied us in the morning. 
The drive was most beautiful; but I could 
not enjoy it, from the extreme uneasiness of 
the carriage. We met many Indians of the 
Mohawk tribe — all on horseback; and we 
passed a remarkably neat school-house. It 
was near to this that John Brant, an Indian 
Chief, lived, and, universally lamented, lately 
died! 

Were he in existence, we should experience 
great attention from him, through the name of 
our kinsman, who, when a boy in this coun- 
try, was the cherished play-fellow of John 
Brant, and when g^own up, had an opportu- 
nity of being serviceable to the Chief in 
London, which enhanced his friendship and 
attachment 
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Throi^koiit this district he is spoken of 
by all ranks, and colonies, in the highest tenns 
of veneration and respect. 
. We were comfortably entertained at Burford, 
and though much fittigued, set forward next 
morning by break of day for the next tavern, 
Putham I think, adistance of fortymiles, in the 
very waggon which had brought our friends 
there sometime before. This was driven by the 
owner, Mr. Lyster, a very conversable and 
well informed person, for his rank in life; 
but all here consider themselves gentlemen 
and ladies — and this man, who, I must admit, 
was not troublesome or forward in his con- 
versation, break£Eisted and dined at table with 
us, without compunction or apology. 

The £Eather we proceeded up the country, 
the more we were gratified by the scenery. The 
birds too, are very beautiful ; the blue jay 
and woodpecker, especially — ^the wild flowers 
were in greater variety here, than at 'any ] 
other stage of the journey — ^the whole coun- 
try abounds in sunflowers of gigantic 
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there are wild gn^tes alsts wUch tUm't ripen till 
they ge^ frost — end Partridges witiurat naiB- 
ber — when you whistle, Aey stop to listen, 
and are shot. This oame nnder my own eye. 

1 was much amoBed at seeing Williain 
ahahiog hands most heartily on the road witii 
a man fnm tdiom he was baying a pair of 
oxen. On btqairy, he piOT«d to be a parhdi- 
ioner of yours, my dear Mr. R. many years ago, 
at LisnadilL He asked abont yon moat af- 
fectionately, sad was ddi^ted to see one of 
the name. 

We proceeded next day to Dehware, twenty 
miles, in the same -conveyance, which mm 
tolnably easy, having the seats slung from 
the sides, in lieu of q>ring8, and covered 
with Bnffak) sikins, (whidi are called bledcets,) 
Twy handsome, soft, and oinn£»taUe. 

The horses were excellent^ and we were 
tempted to purchase die entire equ^Mige, for 
IWdoUan. 

At Delaware we came up with our party ; 
found them «U in good healdi, and eajoyed,- 
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witk tbem^ an agreedrfe day. Hey went 
fo r wa rd, to Cdonid Moant'si at Ciradoc, tke 
gfifYemment agent for tlw irntem distnety a 
Bioflt Idndandatlimtm gentlemn. We took 
up our aiwde at a firaier'fl, near Delaware^ 
^rliile oar house was htnldk^^ and passed six 
weeks there^ yery well aeoomonodated, and 
abtuftdantly supplied, on iJie most reasonable 
t^rms. For Jtke wh^ fuaiky^ {tax in nom- 
ber, great and small,) we paid six dollars a 
week, and bad a private sitting^oom*— nerer 
dining with the £unily of the koose, wUdi was 
tlioii^t very strange, nor tnffering our ser- 
vants to dine with ttf, which was oansidered 
stiU more extraordinary. TUs wasalog«4ouse, 
the firat I had been in — very ceinfortaUy 
ilted np, and in some respects dunigbt pre* 
ferabie to a firame-house, as being warmer in 
Winter, and oooler in Sunmiei!, from the 
greater tidckness of the walls. Hie objec- 
tionable point is, that as the tfanber seasons, 
the logs settle, but not equably, by whieh 
the doors and windows are 'set awry* 
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Nereitheleasy I am quite content with 
inunf wbidi is of blade ash, a timber not 
8o liable to shrink as maple and baas wood, 
of which they are generally constmcted. 
The fanners sons genially supplied the 
dinner tables — their own, with bladk squir- 
rels— onrs, with chidcens, both skat by them- 
selves. These, with bacon, venison, &c* con- 
stituted a plentiful larder. Most i>f the ne- 
cessaries of life can be had for the trouble of 
providing them, and many of the luxuries 
at the cheapest rate. 

I preserved some wild plumbs with maple 
sugar, which was better than that we bought. 
We had water melons in great profusion; 
and, when one year settled, we can have 
what we please ; it is indeed the country of 
abundance. For the lower classes, in every 
respect, it presents a most inviting scene of 
plenty and independence ; whilst those, who 
have been educated otherwise, cannot but feel 
the want of refinement, which generally 
prevails, and which, it will require ages to 
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correct ; the palliatiye is to be sought in the 
manners and enjoyment of one's own domestic 
circle, nor need they much compassion, who 
like us, have been fortunate enough to settle 
with so many agreeable friends around us. 

Whilst in the Farm-house, it was my 
amusement to study the manners of the peo- 
pie, which confirm the foregoing remarks. 

They call every one lazy that does not en- 
gage in some manual work — and their dialect 
and mode of expression are quite amusing — 
on asking one of the girls, whether the In- 
dians were cross when they indulge in any 
excess. ^^ fFefl" said she, (for they com- 
mence every sentence with this word.) — 
" They are pretty ugly.** 

The mistress of the house, bringing in 
breakfast, says, ^^ well, I g^ess the tea looks 
black — ^but my husband thought it dreadfid 

goodJ* 

I asked her how we were to feed our cows in 
winter to make them give milk? 
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< W eVL-Slop your <»tw,"--«iid " howaia I 
to g«t diem to eome bone firom the wood ? 
^ Well joft jfimr cowi mid they'll conie hooie. 

^^ Is ywnr dftiry nmdi under ground ?" — 
'< WeU, eoMUeraUe." 

This dialogiie afiaidfl a specimeii of the 
emnfortahle wad sttuent in this olais — who 
received us as lodgers, ait the uigectt request 
ef CoL MouBt ; not wishingio foe put to any 
inconvenience, and at the sane time imt wSIr' 
ing to dedine the remmureBtiaa. 

On addng one of the daiigfater9 wheliuNr 
^< they ever saw a clergyman or preacher ?" 
she answered^ ^^well, preachen^ once in b, 
while; and then diey ting so, really I am 
sometimes in roars of laughter at them." — 
There can foe no stronger test of the d^lor- 
able want of devieal appointm^itB, andSpiri<- 
tttsJ advice, in tins new eountry^ wh^emy 
little foafoy, now nearly three months old, «e- 
makis yet anfoaptised^^-faut all this I under- 
stand is to foe speedily remedied. Every tswn«- 
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sliip 18 to hakve hi owb dergjmtti, and mar$9 
one inmediatCely. 

' I have now only to recount the miiiftTkii 
of my days jonmey firom the AraHhouse 
to Adelaide — ^wliere our mansion not being 
perfectly ready, Dr. PUlEqpa proposed that we 
should occupy liis) wlddi was sooner built 

How any unfortunate female cairying an 
in&nt in her arms, could have passed the 
tremendous road we were reduced to on 
this occasion, is almost miraealous* In 
my long journey firom the coast, I had 
suffered many hardships in trayelliiig, and 
many barbarous roads that I thought could 
not be exceeded in badness and danger ; but 
all was smooth and agreeable, when ciHnpared 
with thii^ last day. It did not happen so with 
our friends ti^o went six weeks before us--* 
but in diat long interval the rain fell, and the 
floods had risen — and the road whidi they had 
travelled without much (fiffieulty, being for its 
perfectly impassable, the woods were our only 
resource. Through these we had to cut our 
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wmy — and to trarel in a waggo ii drawn by 
one bone, tbe second being too spirited, for 
tbe intricacy of tbe dangerous passes. 

We fortonately met upcm tbe way one of 
CoL Mount's orerseers, wbo sent a man 
with an axe to aarist ns, William wbo bad 
one of bis own, went forward to dear tbe 
way, and onr nortbem servant, Sandy, led tbe 
waggon. 

All this we could have borne, but for 
the innumerable creeks, or streams which 
crossed our way, and were it not for a 
jMirty of men sent to our relief — ^we could 
never have compassed such repeated obstruc- 
tions. They made themselves useful, indeed 
indispensably so, by cutting down trees, 
for temporary bridg^es, which we were to 
pass over in the best manner we were able — 
conceive, my dear Mr. R. my walking over 
deep creeks, upon two long and small trees 
thrown across, which however, with good as- 
sistance, I effected; but how the horses and 
waggon were made to manage it, I am unable 
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to describe ; certainly the liOTBes here are 

wonderful animab — ^hi^y trained, and if 

you let them go ahead, they will bring you 

up heights that would amaze you — at one 

place, I shut my eyes and gave my self up as 

lost ; this was a deep creek with very high 

banks on either side — our descent was so i^id 

as nearly to throw us forward on the horse, 

whilst the sudden rise at the opposite side, 

was as likely to shoot us out behind the 

waggon; on opening my eyes, I perceived 

Wnu and his man in extreme terror lest we 

should &31 back; but by encouraging the 

poor horse, he brought us up in safety. At 

another place we were obliged to cross one of 

diose dangerous bridges on foot, and to walk 

a great distance, mounting over trunks of 

immense trees which lay across, whilst the 

wa^on was sent through the wood, with 

twenty men to clear the way — after this, so 

great was my £Eitigue I passed over fisJlen 

trees of great size without leaving the 

waggon ; and had I preferred doing so, the 
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wantof time would kaTepreyented me* The 
day was deojig £Mt» helf ail hours delay would 
have docmied us to the forest for the niglit — 
fortanately we escaped this disagreeable al- 
temative^ and iqpon reaehiag the line of 
road, frnded all oor difficulties over — alas! 
it was ha fukcf. The road was flooded, 
and full of mud-holes; the horse up to his 
haonchesin water, and wretched Sandy, walk- 
ing through it all. So dark had it beccmie, 
I passed my own house witiiout being able to 
see it, and, a litde further on, was hospitably 
received in timt of Dr. Phillips. 

I can never be suffidentiy thankful to a 
kind Providence, for protecting us tiirough 
so many difficulties, and bringing us to the ter- 
mination of our Ipng and weary journey, with- 
out aeddent or suffering, except from exces- 
sive &tigue. 

Having given you a detail, which may ap- 
pear sufficient to deter all female ^emigrwits 
from so distant a settiement, it is but fair 
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that I should explain liow others may avoid 
the inconveniences whidi we ezperieneed. 

This 18 to be done by emigrating at an early 
season, and by not wasting time when they 
land. They will then find the roads in passa- 
ble OTder; and may have some provisions 
growing, and their houses comfortable, be- 
fore the summer is past We were too late all 
through, and feel the inconvenience of it. 

The Log-house we now inhabit, till our 
own is ready, was the first completed in the 
township; — if that can be called campleie, 
which, on our arrival, consisted of but one 
room on the ground floor, and one in the 
upper story. 

The owner, in politeness to us, went up 
stairs, — ^that is, tip the ladder, to deep I! — ^leav- 
ing us a room 24 feet by 16, the fall dimensions 
of the house, with our cooking stove, and its 
various appendages, at one end, and his own 
Franklin stove at the other. A partition was 
soon formed for my convenience, txA very 
snug we felt ourselves ; though, in the unfi- 
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nisked itate of the edifice, we could see the 
light through many apertures. 

I conclude this letter from my oum haUsej 
of which we took possession yesterday. 

It is considered the handsomest in the 
township; being 46 feet in front, and 16 
feet deep, in the clear; — ^but when finished 
next spring, by an addition in the rere, will 
consist of parlour and drawing-room, 16 feet 
square, each; hall, kitchen, and five bed- 
chambers. The two stacks of chimnies, now 
of mud, but hereafter to be of brick, going 
up through the centre of the building, afford 
the means of warm presses, and commodious 
closets. The roof is formed on Cantaliyers, 
very unexpensive here, which gives the whole 
a gay appearance. The entire cost, £50. 
This may be a good hint for some of oui 
firiends. 

We had a large and merry party at break- 
bst this morning. I enjoyed it, as the fore- 
runner of an agreeable society, fiwt forming 
about us. 
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And now that, according to promise, I 
kave brought you fedrly into the woods, and 
into our own Wood Houtej I will hand over 
the correspondence, for a little time, to our 
gentlemen, who can better inform you on 
more material points ; though I do not pro- 
fess myself wholly ignorant, either as to 
chopping, clearing, &c. &c. of which I have 
heard so much ; but it may be more suitable 
to limit my talents to domestic purposes. 

Believe me, dear Mr. R. 

******** 

R. Radcliff. 
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LETTER IX. 



From HwmM HadcUffl E$q. Upper Ckmadeh to 
the Rev. ThomoM Badcl^y Dublin. 

Adelaide, December, 1832. 

My dear Father, 
I am ashamed that this should be my j^st 
letter to you; but having heard of us all, from 
others of the family, you will make due al- 
lowance, and sympathise with us in the me- 
lancholy loss with which it has pleased Ood 
to afflict us. The despondency we suffered 
at having our dear little girl taken off in a 
few hours by that fatal pestilence, and our 
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anxiety for the safety of the other children, 

caused our difficulties, and priyations, in set* 

ding, to be doubly felt. We are now, thank 

God, in perfect health, our spirits beginning 

to revive, ^id absolutely enjoying, if not a 

luxurious, at least a comfortable residence in 

(HUT (mm loff'Jumse — the timbers of which, about 

three moths ago, displayed their leafy honors 

in the wild forest It consists of a cellar, 

three rooms, and a small store-room, in the 

principal story, and two bed-rooms in the 

roof^ or Ruff^, as the Canadians term it. The 

edifice is thirty feet by twenty-five, from out to 

out. For the five rooms, we have three flues, 

and two stoves, and mean to be very snug 

and warm. When perfectly finished, the 

whole expenditure will be about £30 Hallifax 

currency, or £25 British. * 

I have disovered limestone, which my 
Connaughtman, (an excellent servant,) has 



* The manner of constructing a house of this description, 
is given in Letter 2. 

H 
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oofitrived to bam la mflkieDt quantity £ar 
building the ttadk of chimneys, and plaiater- 
ing the interior of the honse, all which he has 
been handy enough to aeeomplish; and it 
may answer very weU Cm* some little time, 
till I can boild a fiame-housey of greater d»- 
mensionsy which I mean to do. Bat 1 am 
most anxious that you should hnow how thJs 
said mansion is situated* In order to this, I 
must give you some idea of the land Itself. 

My lot is beautifully undulated. A creek 
or small river winding nearly through its en- 
tire leng^ between rich ^fiaUf as they are 
here called, is bounded <m each side, at some 
distance, by high banks, upon which I am leav- 
ing a belt of ornamental timber, which swells 
with the form of the hills, and is, in general, 
about one hundred yards in deptL Between 
those banks and the river, all trees are to 
be removed, except a few maples. 

At a short distance from the site of the 
town, the right bank takes a bend, as it 
were, across the flats, and on that my house 
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^ ifr placed, eonwnaTHJing from ite windows .a 
^ seeond amaller stream, with rising ground be- 
^' yond, and a handsome point of land, em- 
° bdlished by a oonsidevable elnmp of the best 
^ trees. The qaalitjr of the timber denotes the. 
-- richness of the soil Ours consists of ^maple, 
'^ beech, batftemut, elm, white ash, hornbeam, 
a sprmkliB^ of oak, and some cherry and bass; 
wood ; all indicating a prime soil, and with 
great correctness, as I &ad it to be, in surface, 
five inches of black regetable mould, over at 
few inches of day loam, with a substratum of 
strong clay — aaad ahaost all my land, of this 
description, is an extended level of wheat soil^ 
widiout the least unevenness. The knowing 
ones who have seen it, say it. will give wheat 
for ever ; and i^ieak of fifty bushels to the 
statute acre. This I think scarcely possible, 
as I saw a standing crop, which I thought 
much better liian any about you, and which 
the Fingallians would say, waa .^^ the load of th^ 
earthy*' yet I am told it produced but fwty 
budiek; but this is a wonderfulretum, upon the 
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small acre, particularly when you consider thai^ 
the stumps, after clearing, occupy nearly one 
fourth of the ground* 

To so handmmie an establishment, it is ne- 
cessary to have a suitable approadi. I have 
laid one out with some taste, useless, however, 
to man or beast, till the snow comes — ^now 
knee deep, of glutinous mud, that would slip 
off your Wellingtons like a boot-jack. This 
is one of our miseries, and must be that of 
all new settlers for a short time. We are in 
daily expectation of this much wished-for 
frost and snow. These last three days have 
given some menace, (promise I should say,) 
of its setting in. A great part of my furniture 
which lies at Kettle Creek, must remain 
there till the sleighs can work. The waggon 
and oxen would be swamped at present in the 
sloughs and mud-holes. 

It snows lightly at this moment; and I 
have every hope that I may have tables and 
chairs for a party of nineteen, to dine under 
this roof, this day fortnight, being Christmas- 
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-day. Here we think nothing of the expense, 
the larder is so cheaply and abundantly sup- 
plied. We are much worse o£^ however, than 
we sliall be next year, venison being our chief 
asrticle of consumption — ^brought to our door 
at one halfyenny a pound. We have oo- 
caBionaUy beef (not the best) with mutton 
and fowls ; potatoes bad, and dear. 
I I bought a young milch cow and a calf for 

I twenty-four dollars — she gives a good supply 
of milk and cream — ^butter from 7id. to 9d. 
I per lb. I was taught to think that all cattle 
; would be well subsisted in the woods. In 
summer they certainly will thrive, even 

I 

to good condition — ^not so in winter. My 
teams of oxen are making the experiment ; 
I but if they did not get bran mashes, they 
would have a poor chance of seeing another 
summer. The first year is to all settlers, and 
to all animals under their care, the most try- 
ing and inconvenient ; I mean with those who 
settle in the BusL The second year brings 
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wilii k, its produce, its plenty, nd its com- 
iiorts. . 

Till this last week, the weMiber has been 
deligliAfuL I ksire been oceopied in getting 
as many aeres as I oan^ ekared«Bd prepared 
ftr crepping. Sixteen are already under 
operation, which will makeia good open jiboat 
the house. If I oan get choppers in time, I 
will finish a good many more. The best 
management, in these new towndiips, is, to 
clear as mudi as possible in the first few years, 
while you have a sure market on the spot. 

The task price is very moderate fcft sueh 
heavy work. My brodter and I, have set 
ours at £1 8s. per acre ; tiie brushwood to be 
collected and piled, and iSie logs eut to the pro- 
per lengths. It will figJl to ourselves to collect 
the logs, and to bum aU ; but this, where we 
have our own oxen, will pay well by tiie 
ashes, which are very profitable. While on 
the subject of charing, I will mention some 
of the tricks to which new settlers are liable, 
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aad about wfaidb tb^y ougkt to be dbroumspect, 
as BO trade is exeokpt firoBi « little huinbug, 
here or else^bei^e. It is. emyy however, to 
prevent deqeption and disappointment, by 
having the contract made in writing, widi a 
eotenant tfaat the work when finished, Aail 
be inspected and ^>proved by two w three 
intelligent men. This agreiement^ with your 
own superinteadanee^ will put the choppers 
on their guard, and wiU save mnch future 
trouble and altercation* I have read fr^ 
quently of the cost of clearings but have 
not any where met an accurate statemtot of 
the manner €i pcsfbrming the work ; and 
baving already acquired some insight, as to 
the necesBJary operatioiiB, you shall have the 
detail, in th^ progress (ot iilrhich, those surrep- 
titious mediods to be guiurded against, shall 
be hotioed. 

1st The briish\ihood is ciit away with a 
brUidi-hdok, m. &stafum^nt cbnstructfed here 
for the ptirpose, or With a %fat U^. 
2nd. It is piled in heaps for burning. 
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Sd* All trees, under six or eight indies 
diaiiietery are next eat down, and their tops 
are thrown on the heaps of hmshwood — ^tlieir 
stems are cat into sachlengths, asmaybe re- 
moved by two men, withont inoonvenience. 

4tL The chopping of the large timber 
commences, and in this process different 
methods are practised. 

One (a very bad one) is, to notch a ntiin- 
ber of trees, half way through, and then to fidl 
a very large one against Ihemi when, giving 
way, and tumbling one against another, they 
come to the ground in a mass, which it is very 
difficult to chop up, as some ai the logs may 
lie four feet from the ground. To stand oii 
those for the purpose of chopping, is not only 
difficult but dangerous, for should thiat upon 
which you are working happen to break, or a 
branch of an under tree, (being freed from 
the incumbent weight,) to spring up and right 
itself, you find yourself in the first case, 
capsized- among the 1(^, and hi the latter^ 
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performing a mmm e rmt to some yard's dis- 
tance. 

Another method, (and the best) is to cut 
down each tree separately, by which means 
you can get about it without difficulty to chop 
it into the proper lengths, which, in hffge trees, 
should not exceed twelve feet If longer 
they will require more than one yoke of oxen 
to draw them to the pile, where they are to 
be consumed. 

In this instance young settlers are ire- 
<iuently imposed on, by cunning choppers, 
who save much labour to themselves and give 
much more to their employer, and his oxen, 
by not adhering to the foregoing rule. This 
is one of the tricks; another is, piling up 
brushwood over logs that have not been cross 
cut, or at most but half cut through ; a third 
.deception is, piling brushwood over the fallen 
tree tops, which ought to be cut up and 
carried to the brush heap ; and a fourth is, 
making the heaps of brushwood too numerous, 

and of course too smalL 

h5 
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I bave been told ^f ietden, who had mere 
than the wages of the first n^^uish chopftexty 
10 pay to oAer laboarefS, to oompkile the 
work; for in a fieM^ badly ohopped, the 
labour is more than donbled^ when yon come 
to reduce the entbre to airiies. 

5ih* The process of bnmmg comes next — 
ibr this yon choose a dry and windy day, asd 
kindling some of the bmsh-heaps on the wind- 
ward side of the field, ^e fire is generally 
communicated ts the rest, by running along 
the dried leares upon the ground, or catching 
firom heap to heap — ^you dien, if disposed to 
expedition, employ four men and a yoke of 
oxen, in drawing together the larger trees 
to the most convenient places, and laying 
them side by side, till a platform of sufficient 
dimensions be thus prepared — ^upon ^is, other 
logs are roUed and placed, tiU the pile is ter- 
minated by one log at top. The inter- 
mediate spaces are then filled in by smaller 
polesj and die whole set fire to. ^~ 

This is usually done lA^mt dmk ; aml^ at 
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Qight. When many pfled are in a blaz^ the 
gtandeior of the illiiminati<Hi ean soari^ly be 
eOBoe&Te<L An anxious setder will stay out 
ail nigfct, to see that the ignited logs of the 
pile are rolled together as iJiey bum away, 
and that the remains ci each e9q>iring heap 
be removed to another, yet on fire, till all be 
oonsiuned. 

6th* Another method of felling timber is 
sometimes practised, but eannot be rec<mi- 
mended* 

It is termed wind-row ehi^ping and is 
performed thus — ^you begin by falling the 
trees 19 a straight line, and others upon them, 
from the opposite side, for a qiace of fifty 
feet — and this process is followed up, till 
the fieM presents to the view a number of 
grand ridges or wind-rows, as it were, of fallen 
timber. These are set fire to when diey 
have dried a little, but the fiithiness ol the 
operation, and great difficulty of cutting up 
the half burned timber, cause this method to 
he seldom resorted to, a second time, by the 
same person. 
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7th. That which is here considered the 
best time to commence chopping, is, when the 
leaves are on the trees, before the sap begins 
to return ; as the stumps of the timber then 
cut down, decay a year before those, of the 
winter clearing ; the timber is sooner dry, 
and the leaves also, encrease the flame. By 
these means, in the Canadian phrase, you 
^^ get a good bum," upon which the excel- 
lence of your crop mainly depends. That 
part of the field which is not burned black, 
never produces so good wheat, as that 
which is. 

dtL The succeeding work is that of fencing, 
easily performed, iand at the whim, taste, or 
discretion of the proprietor. If the trees be 
felled in line, split timbers, of suitable scant- 
ling, pinned from tree to tree will make a 
good and economical enclosure — another 
method is, to put rough rails across each 
other angularly, closed at top by a running 
pole secured at certain intervals to posts or 
forked sticks driven firmly in the ground, but 
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there are various modes to select from — ^for 
any paling about the house, I shall adopt that 
which you invented* 

9th. — The concluding process of clearing, 
now remains to be noticed, viz. the collecting 
the ashes. — It must be done before rain 
comes ; one shower would make them useless. 
They are to be safely deposited in a log-shed 
in the field, made perfectly water-tight 
There they will remain safe till the winter, 
when your sleigh can transport them to the 
next ctshery^ or store, where they produce 
from four to six pence per bushel, paid 
in goods ; that is to say, if the price be four- 
pence, fifiteen bushels of ashes will be pur- 
chased by one of wheat, at 5s. But the mis- 
fortune is, that the bushel by which the wheat 
is «o&^ is the Winchester; and that by which 
the ashes are bought is double the size. This 
seems to require regulation, as the pot-ash 
manufacturers have an exorbitant profit, and 
think it well worth their while to follow and 
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attend on new settlements, fof die adyantag^e 
of thiB particalar far«ffic; 

An acre of hard wood, which is the qudlr- 
ty of almost all our timW, will yield, as I 
am told) (but cannot speak from experienee, ) 
about sixty bushels of saleable adies* This 
would pay more than the cost of dhoppii^ ; 
but fortunately for me, my land is not as hea- 
vily timbered^ as in oth^r districts, and may 
fell short of that produce. 

I think I have given you a mmute detail 
upon the subject of clewring^ on which you 
denred me, at partii^^ to be particular. 
You have the results of my short experience, 
and that of older settlers, whom I hav». oon- 
. suited. 

Desire Madin to send me out some goose- 
berry seed, with the other things I mentioned 
before I left home* Tell him I see no open- 
ing hare for gardeners or nursery men ; but 
that any industrious man can do well, though 
he should not have a shilling at landing. 
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If ke has mmB able to labour, lie gets ia^ 
mediate employmeat, for them and for him- 
self, in the Goyemmeat works, at 2s. 4d. 
per day, with rations; — also, 100 acres of 
land, with a house, at lOs. per acre, and he 
is allowed six years to pay the purehase mo- 
ney. It costs a good deal for a fitmily to oome 
Ottti but the Emigrant Society in Canada will 
forward any who apply to them aad find their 
own provisions, free of eiqpense to York; 
and ham thence the GoT^nment will send 
them oa in schooners, supplying them with 
rations ; and when they arrive near the lots to 
be distributed, they will have their goods 
c(»veyed in wa^on% free of expense, also. 

This is peculiarly advantageous to the 
poorer emigrants; and even die rich can 
have their luggage earned free, from York, 
by an order from the Government. 

We hope to have a good garden next season. 

The Canadians call potatoes, vegetables, 

pickles, and preserves, by the indiscriminate 

appellation oimce^ and think themselves badly 
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off if they have not jooe in all Us vanetie^ at 
every meaL In&ct, there are no people wha 
live 8o limiionsly as the yeomen of Upper 
Canada. In travellings they pay as much for 
their dinners and suppers as gentlemen do ; 
and this prevails even among the labouring 
classes. 

We called at Erindale on our route, and 
met every attention from your friend, Mr. M. 
who is an excellent man, and whom I hope 
to know better hereafter. But the miserable 
state of our children's health, and our own 
spirits, made it impossible for us to enjoy his 
society, and that of Ins fine fionily, as we 
otherwise would. I was, however, greatly 
' impressed and encouraged by the forwardness 
of his settlement, and hope to return to it. 

I have filled my sheet so full, that I fear 
you will be indignant at the cross bar. 
Believe me, my dear fietther, 

&0. &c. 

Thomas Radcliff. 
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LETTER X. 



Fr<mh Bridge Lct^j to Maary Thon^Mony 

Ireland* 



York» Upper C«iada, Auput 18d2. 

Dear fellow Servant, and fellow school-fellow, 
For we were edicated together, and prin- 
lieed out together — ^and my blessing on the 
Committee of fifteen, and my blessing on 
them that taught us to read and write, and 
spell^ that you may know all about me, and 
I about you, though there are rivers, and seas, 
and woods, and lakes between us — ^and my 
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blewiiig on the mistrefls that taught us to 
work, and wash, and make onrselves useful, 
so that while health stands by iis, we may 
earn honest bread in any country. And sure 
enough, dear Mary, you shall hear all the 
good and bad that happens me, and I hope to 
have the same from you. 

And now that I am on land, it is only g^ood 
natured that I should give you some acoount 
of my doings since I set out 

If I had you with m.e, I would have been 
easier in my mind ; but still my mistress was 
very good, and I got on bearably, barring 
the shoddng sidbiess, such as no one in the 
cholic, or the breeding way, or the billions 
fever, or after hippo^ or after sqiUs, ever felt 
before or since. 

If you were only to have seen how smoolii 
we floated down the Biveri wdoutof the 
Bay, and away to Wicklow, where I was born, 
at the haxk of the murrough, near TinnakiUy, 
you would have said, away you go— eating 
and drinking, and laughing^ and cratcking 
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jdbstB ; bttt my jetr«l, before die seeoiid day 

'was <yv«r, ive w»e &1| knocked of a heap; 

«d ^M^ if ymiwtre Ho bear aU firoiaiid you 

as I did, gM&mng, and fa<^ng^ «tid willy 

womblmgy aiftd ealHiqg^ for rnnJt&r, and nobody 

to bring lli^m a sup^ and wiriiing f^emeeliree 

at thebotbom of tke sea; in trotll, 'M^iy^ ytm 

woxild have pitied a dog in the Bfone taking. 

The hold wad fiill of people, itdghty snug tod 

decent, witii money in dieir pockets^ g<^ii% 

out to make their fortunes ; and most of thetn 

Pr<^eestants, that found home growing too hot 

for iJiem ; and that they had better Mtve their 

four bones, and their Utde earnings bdbr^ it 

was too late, and sure enough, I b^Meve 

they're right. There are mighty good people 

among them, and mighty ptetty ^Is, that 

^^ th«y ahf t ridk, ring psal«« in the 

evening, very beautiful; and there'll one Jenny 

Fergnsmi, from the noiilt, that I am very 

thick with, and she has a voiee like an angel. 

In troth there are none o^ them bad, and 

its mighty sweet upon the sea. * 
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Well my dear, when die ginging is over, 
they're all very merry; and there are some 
gay ladsy and great fun, and a little oonrtiiigy 
bnt all in a civil way ; and I sometiines make 
one; and between yon and I, Miary^ bat don't 
say a word at all at all, I think there's a ser- 
vant-boy of a Mr. Jadcson's, one Benson, 
that's throwing a sheep's eye at me— bat 
nothing certain^ barring a sly pinch here 
and there, and other tinder tokens that may 
end in smoak after alL 

They say a girl will soon get a husband in 
this country. Some will, and some will not 
I'd be sorry to be trusting to them* 

The boy I have told you of, may be settled 
near us, and if he is as sweet upon me then, 
as he is now, he may put some of their noses 
out of joint To say the honest truth, I would 
not like to be beholden to them; though they 
say they're civil enough in Canada, not all as 
one as the States, where they have the im- 
pudence of Old Nick, in m ft lrin g free witit 
their betters. 
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You would not believe, dear Maiy, the 
forwardness of them Yankees. 

Sure, I heard a gentleman, after coming 

fromi Philadelfy, in the Untied States, telling 

my mistress of there going some journey there 

in a cart, and the horses tiring and stopping 

to sleep at a fiurmers, and when he had got into 

bed, and was Ailing asleep, was roused by one 

over him, saying, " I guess I tumble in here," 

when the greasy carter that drove him, 

stretched his ugly carcass alongndde him, and 

began to snore in three minutes. Now think 

of that Mary. If it was my case, not a pin 

in my pincushion but he should have the full 

bimfit of, the impudent mohawk. 

That's liberty and quality as they call it — 
a mce bed-fellow indeed — ^instead of lus own 
pretty wife, who was put to sleep with the 
young woman of the house, to make room 
for this scurvy Gee-ho-dobbin. 

The only accidence we had on the voyage 
was an old woman that died, and a child bom 
in the hold, and a little girl choaked with a 
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potetoe, and two dodrnm m board — ^but no 
blame to them^-tkey weroi't called till bH 
Dvas over— and the Captain, kmg life to 
him, put ike M woman decent in a eoffin, 
sayings tkat tbe atuvka should haYe a nmitk- 
ful oi aawduit befinre they got at htat eliL 
bones. 

Oh ! bat I had like to finget the cluef 
sport . Sure we bad a boxing match, Maary, 
which I most tell ytm o^ by mad by. But 
what banged all was the storm. That was 
what was near settling US for li£e. Ok! Maryv 
Mary, it was tremenduous — but I can only tell * 
you the beginning of it 

N0W9 Mary dear, how will I desribe it- 
to you? 

Do you remember when we were litte girls 
in the school — ^and the carpenters working ii| 
the yard, and a great long board, and we 
and the other girls playing weigkdy ' bucketdy,- 
and we going up in the air and down again to 
the ground* Well then, there's the wiiy it 
began, but in troth my dear, it was only a 
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beginBukg— ^iir before you could tliread a 
neecUey up ireiit my heek as straight as a; 
ladder, and thea down agion, tkat though I 
was lying on the hcoad of my bade, I 
thought T was standing on my two feet in the 
bottom of the sea. 

Tben came on the whillaloo. from above, 
and the cracking of masts and ropeSf and 
dear knows what — and off I dropped in a 
swoon I suppose, for I never saw or heard 
any thing more till all the danger was over. 

I just remember calMiig out oh, my jewel, 
take tbe child — and when first I opened my 
eyes, what should I see, but my little darling, 
Miss Mary, tied in her own mahogany chair, 
and that same tied to the bed, and the little 
dear laughing heartily ; and no wonder, Mary, 
for you'd have laughed yourself, as I did; 
and couldn't hdp it, when, with a toss of the 
ship, we saw every liiing, big and litde, 
mugs, jugs, and porringers, &C all^ hunting 
each other about the floor. 
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But I promised to tell you about the box- 
ing. Welly my dear, the next day was quite 
calm, and we all got up on the deck. I went 
forward to talk to my friend Jenny Ferguson, 
and there were fire or six fellows beside us, 
tripping and boxing with big gloves ; and we 
heard one of them saying to another, ^^ arrali, 
Brien, what if you were to challenge the b% 
man there above on the quarter-deck, (mean- 
ing my master,) they say he's fond of the 
jEoncy." 

^^ Oh bother, (says he,) he's too heavy for 
me." 

" Never a poimd, (says the other,) — and 
he's flabby and wake, — ^they say he was sick 
all the way." 

^^ Sick or no sick, I'll have nothing to do 
wid him," says he. 

" You won't then? — O ! Brien, is that talk 
for you, tbaf s the Borry of all Westmeath ? — 
there's the back of my hand to you, and I'm 
ashamed of you for evermore." 
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«< Wdl th»i, if I SHUit, I mitttt" ((Mjrs lie,) 

so be gokigt and aild]^ lim will ke take a tiini. 

Updiey^o, «Rd 'I flowing then doM; 

and «ays the same Bum to my master, ^fdaee 

yofarhomnxt^ w^hear you'ie fond of the sporty 

and thi^re^s a boy here has got the gloves. — 

Would your honor besofireeandasyastopait 

Aieasa on wid him?'' 

<^ I don't care if I do, (says my master,) 
but I am aot very well, and I feel weak; 
tat a little npaniog will do mibody any 
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Upon iUs diey took off thnn, and put on 
the glavos. 

Oh, Mary dear, isn't my master a fine 
man? — Snre you saw him the day we sailed. 

WeU, my dear, there he stood like a rock, 

parlying, as &ey call it, while the other was 

strikii^ with all his m%ht; — ^but never a 

tonch was himself shle to give my master, at 

all at all, — and like opshot was, he was beat 

to his heart's eontent 

But to give him his due, he sheelc hands 

I 
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with the master, and said, *^ he begged lii» 
honour^s pardon for giving him the trouble of 
bating him, whidi he well denurved, for comiiig' 
foment so fine a man entirely ; and that the 
only satisCEU^tion he had was, that it was the 
first time he was ever bate in all his life. The 
master gave him half a crown and a glass of 
whiskey, and they were mighty good fnends 
ever after. 

- Well, well, well, — I believe Ais letter will 

aiever end; so that I'll say nothing about the 

journey from Quebec to York, only that it 

was mighty pretty; and beautiful steam-boats, 

and rumbling coaches, and bad inns, and fine 

rivers, and plenty of trees; and here we are 

at York, and here we have been for a month, 

living as bad as in a cholera hospital, for. the 

whole town was nothing else; and eyery day, 

every day, we never thought we wouldget over 

thenextnight safe. Butwe could not run away, 

for my mistress was brought to bed of a little 

girl, as fine a little crature as ever you see. 

But we are all well now; and when my mas- 
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ter comes back from the wateifiillof Niggeraga, 
(the say they were all Niggers here onoC)) 
we are to set out for the estate he has bought 
in the Huron Tract; and whatever comes 
across me there, Mary, you shall know the 

particulars of it, as it may be a temptation for 
you to come out yourself next year, with your 
own black eyes, to throw yourself in the way 
of the same good fortune* They say no girl, 
barring she is old and ugly, will stand two 
months. 

My Mistress says an officer will take this 
free, with her own. 

So dear Mary no more, (and I'm sure 
no more would be agreeable,) at present, from 
your loving schoolfellow. 

And friend, 

Bridget Lacy. 



M7 next shall be from our own places and you shall hear 
all the ways of it. 
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LETTER XI. 



From WiUum lUMiff, JB$f. l^tper Ckmatkh 
to Arthur Madcliffi Esq* Dvhlin, 

Adelaide, December, 1832. 

My dear Arthur, 
I have «t last got time to write to yau.^*- 
Here we are, stuck in the woods, but so dif- 
ferently furcum^tauced from others who set- 
led before us, that I am told we are very 
well off; and so we are, every thing consi- 
dered. The Government have cut out our 
roads, a task which former settlers had to per- 
form for themselves. They also sell us provi- 
i^ions, so that we are in no danger of starr- 
ing. Nor are we alone in the forest ; — ^nerer 
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iJftCBre m townsUp m quidkljr filled up, 
^ritk ceqpeoteble peopkw We shBlI ahoftly 
hare a tiiidccr AdgUiQuiliood than any, I 
know ^fy in tbe ooaatry parts of Ireland. 

A ?«8t niunber of lihoae who came out tbia 

yMr» lutva eoMgregated in tbil tiowiiship^ a 

procrf* tkttt tbe land is good. It ia considered 

ihe h^A IB upper Caaaday and the settiiesient, 

it is thought^ will be one of the most flourisli*- 

ing. There ar^ still crown, and clei^ 

reaenres, whi^ will be sold next year to 

genHemm setilels, but after that, the lots 

here will be closed to every one, except by 

private purchase— ^my house when finished, 

will be eoiuf(Hrtable, wA not despicable in 

a^pearaoee — ^being fc^tyniix feet in front 

with an eye projiscting eighteen ini^es. 

You wiUl be impalaent to hear of the shoot* 
ing ; an interesting' iK^ic to a good sportsman 
tike yonju The tame has beeOf when I should 
have considered it pacamount to any other ; 
but, would you believe ?^-*-I have not even 
had tune to think about it — no one, however, 
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goes into the woods, or anywhere on bnsmefls^ 
withoat his foin^ing-pieee ; and game, of one 
sort or another, is generally brought home» 
My oecupation has almost entirely preeliHled 
lids, as, being my own ardiitect, I cannot 
leave the building for an hour — my entire 
success in the shooting way can, therefore, be 
reported in a few words — ^in riding through 
one of my lots, a partridge got up, I dis* 
mounted, when another rose, which I shot 
flying — a great feat here, where they never 
attempt any thing beyond a sitting shot. 

This is the only gamtiy I have yet brought 
home — a finer band never came to table — ^in- 
finitely larger than our grouse, of the same 
form, but remarkably white in the flesh, and 
with the plumage of Ihe common partridge. 
They are called pheasants, and are most nu- 
merous; I have no doubt that there are a 
himdred coveys within two miles of this house, 
but, alas, I have no dog — ^what would I not 
give now to have old Grouse ? 
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Liet no one ' persuade you against bringing 

out your dogs; they would be invaludble. I 

have not been able to see, or hear of a good 

one in this country. A flock of about thirty 

turkeys came round the house last week; my 

ooan fired at them, and like sportsmen, that 

you and I have met, boasted that he had 

knocked as much feathers out of one of thenii 

as would make a good piOow^ but the larder 

!ared nothing the better. They are very 

numerous^ but very wary — and run fiister 

than an Indian. If you were with me, we 

could shoot more game in a day than a good 

horse could carry home. When I can spare 

time to go out, I can without fiiulure, bring 

back one, two, or three deer, any day I please. 

They are in hundreds in the lands all round, 

and nothing can be more certain, thmi the 

Calderwood rifle, which I brought from home. 

It has obtained a great character here, from 

my having tried it at a mark, against an 

Indian Chief, whom I beat unmercifully; poor 
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CaUmwod toafc gn^ ptiaa with it^ aaA 
my mind, Ua wpiftmawalup cwmst be 



We were under a gieat raiitaket io si^po»— 
hig' dnS tiie wDods affwded the bert spoit — 
quite the rerene ; ra diem y«a have aethnifp 
hut bews, wohreB, deei, t^Rke^B, partndg^es^ 
vhib^ the deoved hod aberndB with birds tov 
numerous to mentimt ; bnltfaflHe fw the taible, 
whidi follow the setders, are woodea<^ snipe, 
partridgv, quail, very larg«, and the »e«d«>*r 
huk, a beautiful biid as large as quail ; pl6¥«r7 
also of several Mnds. Then eome Aose of 
ornamental plumage, the various speeies of 
woodpedcer, all beautiful; with blue birdsi 
yellow t«rds, red birds, a»d humming-birds. 

My Aieuesien upon shooting nmst 1^*011- 
nate, tiU I can send yon tike Ksult of my own 
experience. At present I eonU better treat of 
the clearing of huid, m whieh I am deeply 
engaged — but as my Imtther, «^ose letter to 
ler I hare read, (and which you will of 
ice,) baa gone minutely into that sub- 
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jetty and as \re go liand in baad in thoie 

matters, I will not trouble you widk repcti- 

tiansy wM<^ ouglrt to be avoiiled where BO Biany 

t£ tbc same ftunily an wiitiiig; aU that I 

^diallsay npom, il, isi that I hmre already deared 

tre aercs, and tint by Eebniary,. thirty are 

to be Qompleled £»t aie, ^d an eqoal nuni*> 

her for nay brother^ at £1 df» per acre, 

&r bcndun^, piling reedy to bum, chopping, 

^Ad cottiii^ into lengtha* The drawing to«- 

gether, and burning, to be executed by-our- 

selveft^ The worhiaen demanded nnudi more, 

wd had ttoit we be«m a full party with a little 

tteadiiieie, and gom^ mpbey stirring aiqoBg us, 

&6y would hare beaten us out, whereas we 

«re now vietorious, and the defeated party, 

perfectly contented, in the expeetation of 

touching a little hard cash, of whieh, they 

hare very litik, and are passioiii^ely fond. 

I could neyeor hantB imegined that die axe 

ooeald be asad with such dei^rity ; I really 

ddnk tiuit two Gaaadians, wbidd cleir all 

Oei^dstown ini a fartnight ; they would 

i5 
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take but two blows to every tree in tJie 
plantataons. 

Desire all friends who come out» to brii^ 
delfty but not glass — as the latter is as cheap 
here, as the fnrmer is extravagant in price — 
also, hardware, of the necessary kinds, and 
spades and shovels, which are ill constructed 
in this country-^but, above all a hay-knife — 
here they cut their hay with an axe, and, I 
may say, do almost every thing with that tmi» 
vertal implement 

I have bought a wa^on, and pair of 
horses — one of them a ch<nce saddle horse» 
fully equal to my weight, which however is 
much decreased. He cost me a hundred 
dollars, and such a one would bring a hundred 
pounds with you. They are very good here, 
and very cheap. 

Now, my dear A. as to advising you whe- 
ther to come out or not, as I promised to dot, 
I can safely say, from all that I have seen and 
heard, that if you can contrive to reach my 
house, with five hundred poimds in your 
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pocket, you may, with your present experience, 
insure yourself a certain and gentlemanlike 
independence.' 

mdnk what an advantage you would have 

over me, who have spent a little fortune in 

bringing out a family, and in the delays and 

heavy cost of their voyage, journey, lodgings, 

residence in towns, and charges at taverns 

and elsewhere, till nearly the present date, 

when we are at length settled, but not unex- 

pensively lall next year, when the produce of 

the farm will begin to tell ; whereas you who 

are a single man, can apply all your time, and 

energy and money to settling yourself pni- 

dently and ccmifortably, and make us happy 

by remaining with us till you do so. I only 

fear that if you do not come soon, you will 

n<^ be able to find land near us, so fast are 

the lots disposed of — you need have no scruple 

about adding to our establishment, if you can 

live on venison and many other good things 

that cost but little. My cellar also defiies you. 

I have a very snug one, moderately stocked 
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whb dioicc Teneriffe at 7b. the galloo, Bvandy 
at 10s. Rum Kt 4s. 6d. and Whiskey, , (very 
good) at If. Qd. — No locks or bolts here, 
which ie lathei new to me.. Tbe Canadians 
sever steal, but are sharp enouf h, and will 
take advantage wIkq they can. 

I have now told you many of the fiivoiabJe 
cireumstauces of the country, which are de- 
cidedly very great; sliU, however, an Irith 
day of recollection, sinkii^ the. ipiiits down, 
down ! will occur ; and sometiniu^ notwith- 
standing the ontn^^ an4 the murders^ the 
politics, and the poverty of that unh^py 
country, I would give all I am worth to be 
walking beside you, ^oodng the. Enfield 
bottoms, as in those happy days we have ^ent 
together; agun, these feelings vanish, when 
I look at my rich land, : uniencumbered by 
-""•■ "- *"xeB, and ask myself, if I were back 

w could I command sucJk - certain 

ince. 

d my friends all here^ I ^ould be 

est man bretithing. 
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I inspeet my ehoppen, and am mndi inte* 
rested. Tkey say here, lluit oDctf we sea die 
erops gTOwing, we AbJI never think of home 
again, but thia is a hM assertioik 

I do not feel at home here yet«^-**my former 
life^ my sea voyage, and trnvelling seme seven 
Ifflndred miles tfanmgk a new coontry, appear 
move like a dream dian reality; my very ex* 
istence in tikese drowsy woods, appears doabt* 
fiol, till I rouze myself by thinking on my 
College friends, mykmttiBgdays, tkeatnimai>- 
ing hounds, the green open fields, and the 
scarlet coats. 

Thus have I been active, and depressed'*- 
bustling,, and gloomy by turns, but now that 
I am fidrly settled in my own house, my 
spirits and exertions are both on the rise. I 
have mneh carpantem work to execute, and 
fiad that I am growii^ more expert every 
day* Let my brother John kimw that elergy- 
men are in great dcmaad : had he been here 
he would probably liave bee* aj[qpoiuted to 
the rectory of tiiis townshipw I am in- 
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fomiBd that the govenMHr has thirty derical 
Btuatioiis to fill iqp. If my lirodier comes 
•ooDylieiiiayget mienearitt. Theyareyery 
deniable prefcfmeiiiB and afiird a fine field 
for actiye zeaL 

Am there is some difference of (pinion as 
to the temporalities to be attadied to those 
appointments, I am delicate in giving, as a 
certainty, what I have heard, thongli it has 
been apparently firom the best aulbority, but 
all will be finally arranged shortly. What I 
have been told, is, that they are in the gift 
of the Governor, (with the approbation of 
the bishop of course,) and that the clergyman 
is to have 150^ a year, a house and 4(M) 
acres of land, 200 as glebe, and 200 in per- 
petuity. 

Another statement mentions house — 1002. 
a year — 200 acres of glebe — 50 of which are 
to be cleared for the incumbent at the cost 
of government— -but none in perpetui- 
ty. — I wish to mention both, that our 
fii^nd may only calculate upon the least ad- 
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vaBtageoufl ; by which means^ when he comes, 
he may happen to be agreeably surprized^ but 
cannot be disappointed. Make him bring out 
proper testimoniak from his Bishop, &c. &c. 
What I have still to say may be comprized 
in a nulrshell ; come by New York, don't 
loiter on the road to waste your money ; bring 
out rape-seed, iaynseeds, garden-seeds, espe- 
cially those of culinary, and aromatic herbs, 
and sail in April, if you can. 

Yours, my dear Arthur, 

Faithfully, 
W. R. 



LETTER XII. 



Fram ThcmsM Sadc^ff Esq* Upper Canada^ to 
the Rev. Thanuu RadeUff, Dublin. 

Adelaide, January, 1893. 

My dear Father, 

A sketch of the state of religion in Upper 
Canada, may not be unacceptable to you. 

Episcopalian, as I am, it grieves me to ob- 
serve, that our number of Church of England 
Ministers is lamentably insufficient; and that 
unless prompt and energetic arrangements be 
made, to meet the wants and desires of our ra- 
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pidly inereMmg ooloiiiBt^ there will be, wkh 
the absence of wnmd religlotti principle^ a 
j^portioiial aceMBion of sects, or tetal in- 
difference to, and ignfMtance of, any reUgicii. 
Many cBstricts are in a deplorable slute in this 
req)ect; and, wliat ie the worst featnre, some 
d the settlers Aemselves seem careless 
about itr 

Thero are- yonng jhmalies which have ne* 
yer been baptised; and^ I tm credibly In* 
formed, that there are fiiidiers and mothers, 
nay, grand&thers and grandmothers, who 
have never been received by baptism into the 
Chorch of Christ. 

When prayer-books, catechisms, and tracts 
have been offered to them, even without price, 
for the mere tronble of calling at a cknrgy* 
man's house to receive them, that trouble has 
not been taken ; the Canadians do not like to 
hse Hme, even for such an important diject 
as that of spiritual instruction; and, as to 
wishing for clerical attendance on the sick and 
dying, there are many professing Episco- 
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pdiaiifly ^1^ would not tpue ft Bicflteiig^r to 
reqaest their jMMtor^ssemees. 

There are, howerery aome.gntifyiiig in* 
staDoes of the delight with whidi e^en 
from a venf eomiderabik diMtoMce, whole fBuooir 
lies come to meet the Chuidi of Enghind der- 
gyman, who wiU, in his periodical yisi^ have 
perhaps 20 or thirty commnnicants, and will 
baptise ten or twelve diildren, besides read- 
ing the churching service for their mothers. 
In a Mission or Parish, where I stopped some 
time on my journey, there is to be found 
in a certain small portion of it, the following 
variety and classification of religionists and 
free-thinkers. 

Out of 360 souls, 

Episcopalions 130 

Presbyterians 102 

Methodists, Baptists, Menonists and 

Roman Catholics 73 

Without any form of religion . .• 55 



360 
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Of Roman Catliolics there are coaqMura- 
tarely very few in cut province. 

The number of Methodist Mianonaries is 
very considerable. 

Wherey^ a settlement is formed, there 
they are to be found. Many of them are ex- 
cellent men, and all of them are really or ap- 
parently zealous; and from all I can hear they 
hare done infinitely more among the IndiaoM 
in promoting a knowledge of Christianity, 
than our clerg^ymen have been able, or anxious 
to effect. I know that there exists, at this 
moment, a demand, (in mercantile phraseo- 
logy,) for thirty, or forty Church of England 
cleif^ymen. 

If care be taken to select able, zealous and 
acdye men, the happiest results will follow; 
but if a swarm of Drones be sent among us, 
attracted merely by the temporal advantages of 
a settlement, without higher motives and 
anxieties, the degradation of ovr religion and 
the general contempt of inefficient ministers, 
must be anticipated^ 
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That a coiiiideffable obiBg* fe lifcriy to ta^ 
place in this reflpeot> I have e^ery waam to 
expeet firom ike zealous attention of our ex- 
cellent governor, Sir John Colbome^ to all 
the best intereats of die prorinoe; and eaped- 
idly as the aeleedon of clergjme^ and their 
appointment to the rectoriee of the new town«> 
ships, willbe^ as lam informed, at his disposal; 
and, being a man of great oorreetaess, lie will 
strictly sorutiniae the testimonials d those 
who may offer themselres, and who will, no 
doubt, be required to produce strong rec(»n* 
mendations from their respective Bishops. 

But I much fear that the government of the 
parent country has let the time pass by, wh^i 
good might have been effected tlffough the 
instrumentality of our clergy. The Metho* 
dist dissenters have obtained an ascendancy 
over our infant population. Their habite of 
domiciliary visitation, their acqualntanoe with 
the tastes and peculiarities of the Canadiaiis, 
their readiness to take long and fatiguing 
rides, in the discharge of theii* self-imposed 
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labours, render thtoi fannidable rivals to our 
Aftore easy gvmg der^. 

I repeat, that it is of die upmost importaBce 
to send us men of charaeier and hig^k rdigious 
attainments, deeply convinced of tke respon- 
flaJnlity attached to tkeir calling, and deter- 
mined that every other pursuit, and care, shall 
be secondary to the great purpose, for which 
they are designed, and to which they should 
be principally devoted* 

I mean not to say that there are not here 
spiritual, and earnest minist^s of our own 
church, but unquestionably, on a &ir compa- 
rison with the sectarian preadiiers, on the 
iringle point of zeal and ministerial industry, 
&ey do not occupy the first place, however 
they may have the * vantage ground' in other 
particulars* 

How deHghtful would it be, in fStm great 
and improving country, risiag so rapidly into 
a state of dviHsation, which is eztendiag 
every hour, through tide medium of British 
emigration, to have this numorous body fidly 
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supplied with pastorg of llieir ofwn churdi? — 
and how cheering wonU it be to hare their 
respecdye setdements anxiously superintended 
by a zealous well educated, and well infonned 
body of clergy ? 

In a political point of view, also, it would 
be important, as here the Episcopalians, are, 
one and all, attached to the British Constitu- 
tion. In the democratic principle, (wherever 
it appears,) in tiie instigation to discontent, 

and m disaifection to tiie laws, may always be 
traced the absence of Church of England 
principles. In tins fine province, where a 
single grievance does not reaUy exist, where 
there are neither rents, tidies nor taxes to 
pay, nothing seems wanting but a resident 
and regular clergy, to go frequently in person 
among the people (who are inclined to quiet- 
ness and good order,) to encourage them in 
dieir moral duties, and to inform diem in 
the spiritual doctrines of their religion. 

Thousands in many parts of Canada have ne- 
ver seen die face of a Protestant clergyman (of 
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the EstabUshed Church), and many thousands 
have been lost to our Church from the want 
of reg^ular pastors and the consequent influ- 
ence of itinerant teachers of innumerable 
creeds. 

The forms of sectarian worship are very 
simple; they generally commence with a 
prayer, (the congregation sometimes kneel- 
ing) then a hymn, the people standing ; and 
a very long sermon concludes the service. 
The dissenters here, as elsewhere, find 
great fault with the frequent change of posture 
at our service. A Methodist lady lately told 
a friend of mine, between jest and earnest, 
that a fugle-man would be necessary in our 
churches. The opinion here, is, that our 
liturgy is too long, and consequently fatigu- 
ing to the attention ; — ^that the Lord's prayer 
is repeated too often, and that some other 
prayers might be, at least occasionally, 
omitted. 

In the marriage ceremony there are, (as 
they complain,) parts that are objectionable. 
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fiff ingtwee tbe length 4>f the preimihle, aad 
the indeUoacy ef pirt of it Some persoofl^ 
I vnderataad, have been diqpaaed to go awmy 
uninamed^ frmn the man's reftiBiiig' to aay, 
" with my body I thee worship" — On^e, eoa- 
tending that worship was due to God alone, 
was induoed to comply with the Rnforick, only 
by the positive refusal of the de^^yman to 
proceed with the ceremony, unless the form 
were acquiesced in. 

A woman £rom the Statks, in the true spi- 
rit of independencey left a duirdb in thb pro- 
vince, unmarried, from her re&sal to say 
^^ obey." She had previouslyc.4eteniiined 
never to give the solemn promise required, 
and preferred living with her intended spouae, 
unshackled by the yoke of matrimony. 

Siie now has three children, aad lives hap- 
pily with her mate. 

You remember the old song — 

" A maid there was who did declare, 
" That if she ever maxried were ; 
" No powV on earth should make her say, 
*' Amongst the rites, the word Ob^ : 
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« When tliis she at the chuich confett, 
" And wlien she saw the angry priest 
" Shut up his book to go away, 
" She curtseying cried, Obey — Obey ! ! ** 

The first yerse critically applies in the 
present instance ; but, it is to be regretted, 
that the dame in question did not permit the 
second one to be equally in point. 

In this region of Sectarianism, it would 
perhaps be prudent to make some concessions 
as to mere points of Farm, which, when they 
do not involve any vital principles of our reli- 
gion, might be abandoned without injury to 
our Utui^. 

The Bishops in the States, have authorised 
many alterations in it; and have shortened 
the ceremony of Baptism, in which the Creed 
is not repeated — a, simple assent to it only, 
being required. For my own part, on the 
old-fashioned principle I dread innovation, 
lest it shoidd encourage too sweeping a re- 
form. Being a true Church of England man, 
I have been led into these remarks from what 
I had an opportunity of learning upon my 



} 
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journey hither, and from having been, since 
our arrival, without any clergyman, which 
en^[aged my brother and my»elf (though lay- 
men) in the duties of the Sabbath, and we 
have had a congregation of the chief part of 
the in£uit settlement in our own log-houses. 
But this will be no longer necessary, as a 
church is about to be built in Adelaide, and 
a Mr. Cronin, as I understand, a correct, tar- 
lented, and zealous clergyman, is i^pointed 
to the situation* Those clerical appoint* 
ments are now called Rectories^ and will be- 
come most desirable settlements for zealous 
and unambitious clergymen. 

I believe it is not yet precisely ascertained 
to what extent, the fund, arising from the sale 
of the clergy reserves, can be made available, 
as to the number of Rectories to be formed, 
or the particular em6lument of each ; but 
it is the intention to equalize them as much 
as possible. It is said that one half of the 
land which the clergyman is to have, is as 
glebe for his life, and the other half in 
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perpetuity ; of this, I am uninformed, nor do 
I believe tliat the arrangements are as yet 
permanently made, or they would have more 
publicity; but I believe it is so far deter* 
mined, that a clergyman appointed to a new 
township, is to enjoy die following benefits 
at the least : — Glebe, 200 acres, 50 of which 
are to be cleared at the expense of govern- 
ment ; Ghbe^house^ at first a Log-hjofUM^ to be 
be replaced, in a year, •by a Frame*house of 
suitable dimensions. 

Cash income, £100 a year. This is all 
that has come to my knowledge ; but other 
advantages may be added. It is said, f<>r in- 
stance, that surplice fees will be received, 
which, in a populous township, might add 
considerably to the clerical income, and would 
be a fair and fit remuneration fm pastorid 
attention. 

In our case, at Adehude, a chui^eh is to be 
erected as soon as convenient, probably wi&in 
a year, and in the mean time, a sdi0ol-honse 
is to be formed in the iog^way, to )>e uiied for 



1 
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Divine Serviee till the cliureh is prepared* 
The Archdeacons in the towns of Canada, I 
suppose from the absence of higher Dignitaries, 
affect the episcopal appearance as much as 
possible, observing the costume of the stand- 
ing collars, short cassocks, and rosettes in the 
shovel hats. They have, alas ! but one supe- 
rior, the amiable and truly religious Bishop of 
Quebec, whose extensive duties are observed, 
with as much zeal and accuracy, as any one 
person can accomplish in a diocese of two 
immense Provinces, which it is altogether 
impracticable for the most anxious and de- 
voted Prelate to visit within the year, much 
less to reg^ulate and superintend. We hear 
that in Ireland you are striking off ten Bishops; 
I wish you could send some of them to us — 
we have much occasion for them. 

The humbler clergymen of our church, 
when riding through their parishes, in 
travelling dress, resemble the Irish Metho- 
dist Preacher. They carry a valise, con- 
taining gown, surplice, books, communion 
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elements, chalice and cup, with a great coat 
and umbrella strapped over it. 

Indeed you never see an equestrian tra* 
veller leaving home for a couple of days, 
without a valise before or behind him, for no 
one here is grand enough to have a servant 
riding after him ; and, as to travelling in a 
waggon, it is often utterly impossible, from 
the condition of the roads, which render 
wheel conveyances insupportable. 

The quantity of mud which a wag^n has 
to encounter is inconceivable ; the useless 
trouble of washing it never takes place. — 
The usual mode of clearing the wheels of the 
adhesive mud, being to strike them, when 
dry, on the Tuns, mth . h«ayy hammer, 
which, causing the dirt to drop off, restores 
diem, in the eye of an Ameriean, to a per* 
feetly dandyish appdiranee. 

But this is a digression from the main point 
of my letter. 

As connected with religion, I must not 
omit a remark or two on the subject of edu- 
cation in this country. 
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As diere k m want dT dctgymaDy s<s I 
believe, there is of adioobttslem. Those 
settled in townships geutnilj jecmre two 
dollars per quarter for eaoh pupil iodfy paidf 
and may have, perhaps^ thirty piqpik during^ 
the winter months. They eonq^ain greatly, 
I am told, of beinf too dependent oa the 
whims and capriees of a few leading persons 
around th«n. It would be deibable, if 
practicable, to render eorreet and valuable 
teadiers, somewhat indeptodent in this re- 
spect I have just heardf however, that some 
anangements to jn'omote education have 
lately been madei with die partieidam of 
which I am not aoquaanted* 

The SchooUiouses are frequently used as 
plaees of worahip for the different sects. In 
a country where the labour even of diildreki 
is valuable to the colonist^ it cailnot be ex-* 
pectf d that they will bis left at school bejTOnd 
the age of ten or twelve years ; it i% ther^ 
fore, of supreme importance, that» previously 
to this period, they should have all the ad^ 
vantage which sound and Uninterrupted edu* 
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cation can confer* The SaUbatk ig ghame- 
fuUy desecrated in many places, even by those 
who might be expected to observe it A 
clergyman in a certain township, findtng 
^t drinking and Sabbsth^hreaking were 
prevailing offences in his district, had a pe» 
tition drawn np, and signed by the respect- 
able inhabitants about him, to have fishing 
on Sundays prohibited by law : a point which 
happily has been accomplished, and in that 
neighbourhood, once remarkable for the most 
disrespectful negligence of the Lord's day, 
there is now a strict observance of it. 

Future generations will bless the memory 
of Sir John Colborne, who, to the many ad- 
vantages, derived from the equity and wisdom 
of his government, has added that of a mag- 
nificent foundation for the purposes of literary 
instruction. 

The lowest salary of any of the professors 
of this institution, is £300 per annum, with 
the accommodation of a noble brick house, 
and the privilege of taking boarders, at £50 
per annum. 
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I liftTe ghren yoa a sufficiently '^lengthy'' 
detafl of those matten, in whidi you as a 
dergjrman must feel peculiar interest, and as 
die limits of my closely written p^>er are 
now filled up even to the minutest point of 
margin, I shall conclude. 

Tour's • * * * 



Thomas Radcliff. 
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LETTER XIIL 



Frcm Thomas WiUiam Magraih, Esq. Upper 
Canetdoy to the Sev» Thomoi Radd^y IMliru 



Erindale, Toronto, January, 1892. 

My dear Sir, 
In your last, you express some disappoint- 
ment.at my not saying any thing of my In- 
dian friends. I really forgot to do so— my 
father gives in, an annual return of the state 
of his mission to the bishop, in which is in- 
cluded that of the Indian village of the Mis- 
sissaguas. I send you a copy of it 

k5 
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The village consists, as well as I recollect, 
of twenty four houses, inhabited by about 
two hundred and thirty individuals. It is 
situated on a high bank of the river Credit, 
where, what is termed, the Pond of that 
river begins. 

On the flat immediately below the present 
village, the Mississagua Indians, and other 
tribes, were in the habit of encamping for 
the purpose of salmon-fishing, during the 
season. 

. Their oiitep at t^t tiiM, pre^ntM the 
most heterogeneous mass of dirty wigwams, 
surrounded by heaps of fish bones, ofials of 
deer, and putrid filth of every description. 
How different is its present ^^eaiAnv^ ! laid 
out in beautiful enclosurefi^ well etlttY«|ed by 
their own hands, aad having Ixmie in the last 
harvest, the finest 4^p l>f lAdian corn ever 
raised in this country. It is i^tifying to per*> 
ceive, that instead ai the Awaken and saviiigte 
brawls, which diqg^raodd ^veii tiieir b(MiM>ly 
orgies, happiness and peac# Jkav^ sprwqg up 
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^axkoaoig theaa, good crder^ sefamlyy and dean-^ 
liaeBS ia ho>xme and penoa. I tUnk I hear 
you Bay, — how vnm this iBipiiziiig ekwif e 
effoeted? I answer by ike Mediodbt dergy. 
Alliboiigh I do not agree widi tbem ia peii- 
tics, or as to church government, it is but &ir 
^ allow then every eredte iar their zeah)us 
excartaont 4ttMiigBt the ladtana, whidi hare 
been moBi sn ce ca a fi J in fetnend instaneet, as 
well ait Bioe Lake and Suieoe Settlcme n t a , as 



In passing through oar viUage at an early 
hiMir^ I have eftea heaid the moraii^ hyma 
sung by an Indian fiMttly# in a auum^ that 
would surprise a European, and with greater 
sweetness than in many ehurehes. Their 
deiaeaaoor is mend* &eir attendance U di- 
vine womhip regular, and ikor obs^rance of 
the chwcli -service^ grave and .atlCAftve< 

There are thieb <^Kiefs resideni: in the ril- 
fa^e-^Lawyev, Ccsne and Jdnei-^^^y frie^ 
Lawyer is certwdy a very intelligent and 
clever f dfa»W4 bnt in toancil, they oempJaia 
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of his being sometimes a litde Img winded-- 
Crane is a fine specimen of a true Indian. 
He stands six feet four inches in lieiglit, with 
a lofty carriage that would do credit to a 
guardsman, and ^* fearlessly looks heaven in 
the hceJ* 

Mr. Jones, happening to dine with us in 
company with some friends, surprised the new 
comers of the party, by ihe perfect ease, and 
unembarrassed manners, with which he ac- 
quitted himself in all the modem attentions 
of the table, conversing naturally with both 
ladies and gentlemen, on light or graver 
subjects, with equal address. 

They were also struck with his dress, the 
full costume of an Indian chief — a coat (made 
in form of a shirt,) of deer skin, dressed in 
the Indian method without the hair, of a 
golden' colour, and as soft as glove leather. 

On the front and behind the shoulders, are 
lappets, ten inches deep, beautifiilly punched 
in various patterns, like coarse lace or net 
work — all seams, (instead of being sewed) 



I 
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fastened with narrow stripes of skin cut into 
firini^e for that purpose. 

The head dress — a valuable silk, or* fine 
cotton handkerchief in turban form, worn by 
some tribes with feathers. Leggins, — ^reach- 
ing to the hip, and ornamented on the sides, 
serve as trowsers. Mocassins — curiously or- 
namented mth porcupine quills, complete the 
drawing room habit; whibt the tomohawk, 
scalping knife, tobacco pouch, and rifle, equip 
the Indian for the woods. As he becomes 
civilised, silver ornaments previously worn in 
profufflon are laid aside, and the European 
dress of his white brother is adopted. 

I have frequently met John Brant, the Mo- 
hawk chief, at the Government house, and 
in the first circles. He attends all our as- 
semUies, and dances quadrilles much better 
than many of Garboi's pupils. His manners 
are perfectly those of a gentleman, and our 
ladies have no objection to ^^ trip it on the 
light, femtastic toe," with a thoroughbred 
Indian chie£ 
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John Bruit ivas retumcd as member for 
his county, to the last paiiiameiit, and made 
some exodknt speechea in the hoose^ but on 
a petition lost his seat, by same trifling in- 
formality m the EleotmL * 

As aasoagat the ^vntatored" Indians, aore to 
be foand, all the ^ratit touts of uaciTillied life ; 
so are there to be met, especially among tiie 
ctde&9 noble spedasens of dignified and na- 
tional danaetar^ and theae that I have men- 
tioned are not aingakr in this respeet 

But Roarer desires the true and eharac* 
teriatie pictnre of the Indian, must Tead the 
inimitable portrskiires of Cooper, in Ins nn- 
rivalled novels. Tike acouraey of their deli- 
neation I had (he means of putting to the 
test. 

On a bimti^ excuvsien through tbeiroods 
for some veek% with two indisfissi wbo car- 



* Souse &e 4tete of tlds letter, thU i'eqMflaa>]e chief 
hfts paid the dfbt of jiature, much and deseivedl^ la- 
mented. — V. Letter a 

fifinoK. 
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ried my beggag^, and h fewotli^ts who joined 
me ; happoiuiig to bavo ^< Tbo h«i of the 
Mohioans*' in my pai^ I read extmcts to my 
party at nighty around the fire^ and the aslo* 
nishment they eitpreflMd at a white man 
being able to deftcrfbe their natite scenes 
and tjiaracters 90 precisely, was a greater 
compliment to (lie tnknted aialiKMr than any I 
csm pay him; for die Indian seldmiforegoes his 
self-possession, or evinces feelings of pleasure 
or pain by words or gesture. On this occa- 
sion they were highly pleased, and eiqpressed 
themselves so. One night, when encamped 
on the shore of Lake Htoon, omr litsrary 
party was intermpted by die sound of many 
piiddles, 2StA we soon diseovtered that some 
new aniral had taken place. On going out, 
t pen^eiv^ eleven canoes dischargfasg their 
crews oppodte efor esKcampment. In less than 
t\renty mkiutes liiere were fires blazing in all 
directions^ and the oooldng going on as if 
they had been there as many weeks. Shortly 
after, two chiefs came forwiuri, shook hands 
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with me in the free and friendly manner an 
Indian generally does, and, at my request, 
sopped mth me. They had come to that 

part of the lake to take white Ssh, which is 
the best fish; and, there, most abundant. 

Next morning I liad a noble dish sent me 
as a present, by the Chief, Wagna; and on his 
ugnifying that they would take to the fishing 
ground at noon, I purchased one of their bark 
canoes and paddles, for five dollars, and joined 
the Fleet. ' 

Will yon believe it? I never passed a more 
agreeable time in my life, than when sur- 
rounded by this party, at times 1 50 in number ; 
nearly one hundred miles from any settle- 
ment^ and I myself the only white man (not 
very tckite either) in the entire camp. My 
tent was pitched on a green bank, about 
twenty yards from the wigwams, widi its door 
to the lake, into which I plunged every 
morning from my bed, and either joined my 
companions during the day, in Muling the 
taking my rifle to a deer pass, never 
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failed of sport, as some obliging Indians 
were always ready to surround a portion of 
the Bush, and drive the game in the direction 
where I stood. This was generally at the 
entrance of the valley; and with two or three 
good marksmen below me, we seldom re- 
turned liffhdy laden. I always beat the In- 
dians at a nmning shot, at which they are 
not expert ; but whatever might be our indi- 
vidual success, all we shot went into the 
general stock; and whether I went out or 
not, my table, or rather my mat, was regu- 
larly furnished, with fish, duck, or venison, 
in profusion. With what pleasure I look for- 
ward to another such excursion ! At night 
the shore was brilliant with the fishing lights 
in the canoes ; and I had to walk but twenty 
paces into mine, to enjoy as fine sport as the 
most enthusiaslic fisherman could desire. 

After a residence of six weeks with my 
Red Brothers, I prepared to return homeward, 
and felt much regret at parting from them, so 
marked was their kindness to me, and so 
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goodnatured their attention. When I fixed 
the day^ every one had something to g^ve ; 
and had I aceepted half what they presented, 
two canoes would have been insufficient to 
carry away the proyisions. I embarked at 
five in the morning; when three miles distant 
from shorO) the sudden swell of the lake, and 
Uack appearance of the sky foreboding storm, 
I directed the men at the paddles to turn 
back, and before we had got within a mile of 
shore, the waves (as is often the case in those 
lakes) running mountain high, we nmde 
every possible exertion, but very little way. 
The wind was right ahead, the canoe small, 
and freighted with six persons — ^but she rode 
it like a dud^; we at length reached the land, 
nearly exhausted, and I was wdcomed back 
with as much cordiality as if my abaenoe 
had been for weeks instead of hours* Had 
we not returned we must have been inevitably 
lost ; in a short time, however, I was safely 
lodged again in my old quarters. 
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About dusk a canoe, with two Sijuaws cm 
board) was observed struggling to make the 
shore* On inquiry, I found they belonged 
to our camp, had been about a mile along the 
coast, for some fish which had been left be- 
hind, and were blown out as they were 
rounding a head land close to us. We could 
obsenre them throwing out' the fish, and the 
group on shore had hc^es of their arriving in 
safety; none, however, attempted to go to 
their assistance, knowing that, in such a gale, 
both canoes would be endangered, as, by a 
sudden collision they would be upset or staved 
to pieces ; they, nevertheless, looked on with 
deep uixiety, mdien, as the little vessel rose 
on the summit of a wave, the foremost paddle 
snapt dose to the hand of the Squaw that 
plied it, and dissqppeared. She lay down in 
the canoe, and her connwle could do no more 
than prevent it from turnings In a moment 
a canoe was launched^ by two men, one df 
them the husband of her, who still worked that 
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which was in distreas; they were making some 
progress to her relief, when it became so dark 
that we lost sight of both. The shouts of the 
two men to discover where the canoe lay were 
feebly answered by die unhappy women, and 
then all was still. 

I had a fire lighted on the beach, as a bea- 
con to direct them, in the excessive darkness 
of the night — The group around it formed 
the finest subject for a painter, that can be 
imagined. — There we stood, about eighty in 
number, gazing at the flame, blown by the 
wind in all directions, the light thrown strong- 
ly, but fitfully, on the features and figures 
of the Indians, but not a word was spoken — 
at length the grating sound of paddles reached 
our, ears; the light of the immense fire 
flashed on the approaching canoe, and the 
persons it contained — the two enterprizing 
men, accompanied by one female! — Poor 
Segenauck, — the wife of an attached husband, 
who hoped and tried -to save her, — ^vras no 
more ! 
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They landed — not a question was asked — 
all retired to their wigwams in solemn silence^ 
In a few minutes I was alone. 

The manly and dignified manner in which 
this melancholy occurrence was received — ^the 
solemn, but silent, tribute of regret paid by 
ail to the memory of one of their tribe, thus 
suddenly called away, gave me a still more 
favourable impression of my Indian compar 
nions, and sent me to bed, with the storm in 
my ears, and its &tal result occupying my 
waking and sleeping thoughts till morning. — 
I learned, then, from Segenauck's husband, 
that as soon as the canoes came near each 
other, the Squaw at the head, taking hold of 
the gunwale of that in which he was, cautiously 
stept in, forgetting, in the hurry and danger 
of the moment, to keep hold of that she had 
left, which, losing the weight in front, rose at 
once out of the water, was blown round and 
upset, without a possibility, on his part, of 
saving his unfortimate helpmate. 
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The stoim eeawd in die mght; the moming 
was Tery fine. I left the camp at break of 
day, and was soon out <tf liglit of my kind and 
koq[>itaUe companions. I qnitted them with a 
d^;roeof regrety in which, I have since found, 
I was not singular. In Moore's Life of Lord 
Edward Fitzgerald, we find that unfortunate 
nobleman expressii^ himself to the same 
effeet ; aad I have heard many say, that those 
who were hmg in the habit of Indian society, 
were generally fmdnated by it — ^as the excur* 
sion which I hare described to you, has left 
on my mind a similar impression ; should I 
not, in the course of a year or two, be able 
to prevail on some hit friend to share with 
me the world's cares and pleasures, I shall 
resume the blanket coat, the mocassin, the 
rifle, the snow shoe, and only vint the haunts 
of the deceitful white man, when my red bro- 
ther gets tired of me. It is but fau-, however, 
to state this ckarfy and candidly^ as some 
considerate and tender*hearted fisdr one wishing 
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to prevent it, might yet, by a flattering 
communication of her good opinion, induce 
me to break through my present resolution, 
of living and dying an old bachelor ! ! 

Believe me, my dear Sir, 
Your's, &c. &c. 

T. W. Magrath. 
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From Bridget Lac^y Upper Camadctj to Mary 

Thompeony Ireland, 

Addalad, Dec 1892. 

My dear Mary, 

We are at our journey's end at last. I hope 
you got my letter from York town; I have a 
great deal to say, and but little time to say it 
in, as Mr. G. is going back to York, and will 
carry this, and send it free too, from that, if 
he can. 

It's I that would be long sorry to put you 
to charges for my foolish prate; — and send 
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your's Mary, to the old master, and Til get 
it by some one comming out. 

For to go for to tell you all we had to bear 
suice I wrote last, would take a choir, and in 
troth I've no great time on hand, for sure 
enough, dear Mary, I have changed my siti^ 
atian since I came here. Now, I know what 
you'll say — aye do I — as well as if I wias at 
the inside of you : — ^^ Oh ho ! I knew what 
the tinder whisper and the loving pinches 
aboord the ship would come to — and I wish 
you joy, Mrs. Bridget Benson.*^ 

Troth then, my dear, your'e out in your 
^ess — for it's no such thing, but moIw hnows? 
Would you believe it, 1u?8 living within four 
miles of me at Bear's Creek, and comes over 
to church of a Sunday, and to see me, and to eat 
a bit before he goes; and now Mary the butter 
is coming out of the stirrabaut, being that my 
change of sitiation is nothing more or less 
than my change from childeren's maid to cook, 
and a happy change too, Mary, for instead of 
that poor streeleen thing I was, leaving home, 

L 
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I am now growing plump and &t» and well 
to look at — ^and so Benson tells me, and that 
I look better and better erery time he comes 
over ; and Mary, dear, diere's a wide differ 
betune the nursery and the kitchen — ^and isn't 
it a great thing to be able to give a firiend, and 
mch a friend, a savoury toothful, when he's 
so oblidgeing as to go for to oome so fiir to 
see you, and he a fine young lad that hasn't 
a nidc in his horns yit, as the sayingis, what- 
ever he may live to have, and has the whole 
township to chose froiku And Mary, dear, 
we're no ways stingy of our vickels in this 
country, and it's he that likes the Venzon. 
Why, my dear, they're as plenty with us as 
goats on the Wicklow mountains ; and Mary, 
you'd like it greatly, and so do I : and sure 
enough it does'nt go into an ill sidn. 

But what made this chahgification ? you 
will ask. Why this way — ^the mistress thought 
the other life was too asy for me : and so it 
was; and as I dressed a dish or two that 
plazed the master, she said, she'd put me 
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into the kitchen where I might show my 
talons. 

We've got a very good girl in my place — ^a 
little Yankeeish as they say — ^but we must 
give and make aUowanoes, Pd like her very well 
for a fellow servant, only she's allways bother- 
in me for sa-<:e. Now what do you think 
she means by that? — Why every thing in 
the world, but meat — not that she'd be con- 
tent without that t6o, but she must have sace 
besides. Now when you come for to know 
what this sace is, it would make you wonder. 
Sace is every thing you could name — ^po- 
tatees, vegables, butter, pickles and sweet- 
meats — they're all called «ace-— only mustard, 
pepper and vinegar is not. 

And Mary my Jewell, the people here 
must have sace at all their meals. 

Now Mary dear, we were well fed at the 
school, but we never heard of such doings as 
these ; I like a good bit as well as another, 
and why not? but this is too bad entirely; they 
are cheap enough though, indeed mostly for 
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nothing, or who could stand it ? This girl 
ttv'tw got (and a smart girl too, ) has five pound 
a year, and snre lliaf s not much after all the 
great talk about high wages* Where the 
fiurmers get their penny out of them in hard 
work, they should pay for it, but isn't it 
better be with a mistress that's asy and good 
humored and good,' and won't work one to the 
stumps ? but without any mather of doubt 
the servants are great plagues ; they think of 
nothing but bettering themselves, and they 
that come out hardly puts their foot on the 
land when they get's roaving thoughts in 
their sculls, as if the air of this country 
gave them a rambeling way with them. 

There was a friend of my masters brought 
out an old servant who had earnt £20 and 
had it in a purse ; her master at first refused 
to bring her, guessing she'd leave him. Well, 
she bound herself for a year, and to lose the 
£20 put in his hapds, if she left him ; why 
then my dear, she was'nt a month here when 
s^e made herself sc^ce, leaving her ^lon^y 
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beUnd — ^and no more about it or her, ever 
since. Then there was our Sandy, was sent to 
the post and never came back, and who should 
come in his place but a Yankee, mighty fond of 
his gut, and always grumbling about sace — a 
hard working fellow for all that, and had £20 a 
year. Well my dear, he was sent for change 
of a hundred dollar note, and that same made 
him take to his scrapers. 

The master was all in a quandary when he 
did'nt come back, and he went off to his 
brother, and got his man Pat Mee, to run off 
and tiy.if he could overtidce the blicguard, 
and Pat .Mee, nabbed him sure enough late 
the next day about sixty miles off, without 
the manes of a horse itself, and got amost all 
the money in his pocket and gave him, as he 
says, the father of a hating^ and brought all 
home safe. 

Pat, surely is an honest boy and so he 
ought, for he's well treated and has five and 
twenty pounds a year, it won't be long be- 
fore he'll be buying a lot of land* Benson 
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hm nerer had the qperk ta oeme to tlie pduiC 
with me yet — ao there's no harm ib liavii^ 
two &briMg9 to one's bow my dear Mary^ Fat 
and I to be sure are not of one imy ai dmik^ 
ing, bat he might come round. As we wete 
ecmnng, on the joumey, near a town wbext 
we were to come np with his master, who 
should we meet bat Pat, without my knowing 
him, in a mighty qnare cvp and jadL^ aad a 
face as bsoam with the sun as aoi^per sIdDet: 
^ why then don't you know your M fiiendB 
Biddy Lacy," sigrs Pat, ^^ when you meet tfaem 
in a strange pbu^e^ but I suppose you took 
me Ant an Ingine and I'm like one s«Hre 
enough, with this burning sun on my fiiiee, 
but yees had better be going on, and you'll find 
friends before you — and I diot a pair <tf ducks 
this morning, that you'll have for your s^p- 
per" and so there was, and glad enough we 
were all for to meet, lor mj two &]low 
prentices are with his mistress. 

While my master was. building this house 
we lived almre a SAOuth «(; a. luinem, a^ ^ 
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quare place it was, bul I laroed a great deal 

while I staid, and the wonian of the house 

was no bad warrant to tell me how to do a thing. 

But wbat flogged all that I had ever seen, 

was making -sugar out of a tree, Mary — ^not 

a W0rd of lie. do I tell you; you take a big 

gimlet and make a hole in the tree, (the 

maypole I thmk they call it,) and out comes 

th^ shu^gar, like sweet water thick like, and 

you boil it, and you but where's the 

use of my telling you any thing about it, as 
you hare no sugar trees at home. 

I remember when you and I thought a 
diuggar stick, a mighty good sort of a thing, 
never thinking I'd lay my eyes upon a m^ 
gar tree. I'm told there are such things as 
butter trees too, but seeing's believing, and 
they shan't take me in that way, but there's 
one tree I'm sure of, and tbaf s a plumb tree, 
wild in the woods, for I pull'd with my own 
hands more than I could eat and carry away, 
and we boU^d tb^m with the maypole sugar, 
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and a fine pareel of jam we hady all for no- 
thing but our trouble, which was only a plea- 
sure, not to say any thing of having it to the 
fore. 

When I was pulling them, it come into my 
head, that if there was shuggar trees, and tea 
trees, and butter trees, and bread trees, which 
I read of at school, the wood would be a very 
nate place for a tea party, and the plumbs, 
and the rawsberries, and currents, and straw- 
berries would be good sacey — ^was'nt this a 
funny conseat? But Td want something after 
all, and that would be you Mary along-side of 
me, and a pair of handsome lads to makeus 
merry — and sure enough the ^oods aren't 
without that same, only that their pelts are 
all red, with roasting themselves I suppose 
at them big fires in the woods at night. Some 
of them without any manner of doubtifica- 
tion, are very fine Ingines, but thaf s our 
share of them, for they say they won't mix, 
and may be all for the better, for I'd rather 
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die an old maid than be called a squawl, and 

have a ^porpus tied on my back, rolled up 

like a salmon in a bay-rope, on the Wexford 

Coaeb ; and more dian that, to be made do 

all the dniggery by land and ivater, in the 

shanty and kinnoo, gutting all the fish, and 

dressing all the birds and beasts, for never 

a hand's turn will them fine haroes do, but 

hunt, and shoot, and fish, and eat plenty, and 

drink bearty, like any gentlemen. Fond as 

I am of cooking, Mary, this would be beyand 

the beyands, (as the saying is) — ^but while 

Vm on the subject, I must tell you how much 

I'm coming on; and would you believe it? 

I bake all the bread, for there's no bakers or 

huxters here to send in the fresh loaves every 

morning ; but we must have all within cur^ 

selves. But my dear, the bread's the greatest 

part of all; for it's made with barm, that's 

made ^th salt !— ^and if s very good, and I'll 

send you the resate that ihe mistress wrote 

* Plrobebly meant for papoose\— EonoB. 

l5 
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out wilk lier <nm kimdB, and ii 
use to yon in die eouaAry wl 
Bcaree — and iMve it k: — 
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^^ Take a piiit and haM of boiling water, 
one quart of eold water; put tiiis into a tin 
vessel ; then put a teaspocoi full of salt in, 
and mix it weU, tken take one pint out, and 
throw it away ; then get your flour ; stir the 
water and salt well with a spoon, while you 
are putting the flour in, whicdi is done as if 
you were laaking stirabout ; make it as thick 
as beer barm; mind you are to Uend the 
flour well; set this in another vessel, widi 
very hot water in it, and constantly renew 
the hot water under the barm, and very often 
stir it up from the bottom of the pan, so as not to 

let the flomr settle ; tf it is rightly done, it will 
b^in immediately to ferment ; remember to 
cover it ixp closely, and let it stand near a fire ; 
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as soon «8 you pereehre it miag, let it stand 
quite quietly ; lliis process takes from four to 
five hours ; you will then take eight quarts 
of flour; put iji your salt, and butter your 
pans. When tbe yeast is risen up pretty 
kigb, theu eonunenee Biaking your bread; 
ftrst loosen the yeast from the edges of the 
vessel at is in, and get some one to pour it 
iirto the middle of the flour, while you mix it 
up ; then add either warm milk or warm water, 
whieheyer k most convenient, and work up 
the doi^h as usual; when this is done, put it 
into your pans, and set it in a very warm 
place to rise, which it will considerably; 
but it often takes a long time ; it must be 
covered over with a cloth ; it rises to twice the 
size of Ihe piece of dough you first put in, 
and then it is fit to bake." 

Well, my dear, did you ever hefu* the likes 
of that ? But yau may reckon on it as sure. 
We use nothing else here ; and I was taught 
it by the fiurmer's wife where we lived, and 
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the mifltrefls put it down word for word as you 
hare it. - And then, there's the tentim pie^ 
wliich they give to the worionen; but that^s lusy 
made enough. The master doesn't like it ; but 
it does very well on a Sunday, in the kitdlien. 
You takes and slices it like apples, and gives 
it plenty of the ma3rpole, and a pinch or two 
of cloves, and a glass of whiskey, which is 
like ditch-water here, and it'« mighty good 
eating. 

Indeed the farmer's wife was very civil, 
and told me many a thing. But I cant give 
in as yet, to eating sqirrells; for they're for 
all the world, all as .one as rats. 

One day, there came two women to the 
itinners to buy cabbage, for my dear, they'd 
sell any thing here, they're so fond of the lucre 
of gain; but says one of the women to my 
mistress, that was standing in the firhandy, 
" Why then ma'am," says she, " I'm sure 
you're the lady my daughter was telling me 
about, that she said, she was sure was an 
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Irish lady." « Why do you think Vm Irighr 
says my mistress. '< Well then, I'll tell you 
that — ^because you're &t» and you're fidr, and 
you're comely, and you're handKNue." And 
true for her, for she's all that, and good into 
the bargain. 

Well, Mary, that was the day but one be- 
fore we came away ; and if s well that erer 
we got to this place, with them roads, and 
the floods, and the cricks, and the axes going, 
and the wagging knocked about, and the 
horses tired, and the dark night coming on 
us, and the mistress almost destroyed, and 
the children as bad. But God be praised, 
here we axe all, safe and sound. 

You have plenty of Whitefiset with you, 
Mary ; but here they were a scarce article 
'till we came. My master's brother's wife's^ 
were the first female whitefeet that ever stepped 
upon the township of Addalad* Then came 
on my two fellow 'prentices, and then my 
mistress, and then myself, thaf s as white as 
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the best of ^ketm, m Benaon the ngve told 
me jmUxdBj* 

Bnt noir, lo and behold yvo, there's bsn* 
dreds and hnndieds all about us, and houaes 
gvowing out of the woods every day. 

Bat after all, its an awfbll thing to be 
living in the woods. Ok I than terrible 
widvesy if you wots to hear then. I nev^r 
got a wink of sleep the first fortemug^t. I'd 
be shoeldngly in dread, they'd spoil our tea 
party* Sndi yowling, and growling, and 
yelling, and peUmelling, as no CSiristian ever 
heard. They say i^s honting the deer they 
are. Set 'em up with venson the bastes ! 

Well isn't it swrprisang with aU I have 
to do, I conld find the time to write so long a 
letter, by fits and starts — ^bat do the same to 
me, and I tell you again and i^^ain, come 
ont.if you can, and be sure to c(»ne to Add- 
aladl, (im't it a comical name? may be 
there's Bome&iag in it,), and by the time you 
come, I'll know who's who, and whaf s what, 
and will direct you for the best. 
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You know I told you, I had two strings to 
rsvy bow. May be one of them might make 
Si noose for yotc 

Good night dear Mary. * E^urly to bed, 
a,xid early to rise.' 

Your affectionate School-fellow, 

Bridget Lacy.* 



* The name of this oorreBpondeat is the only ftctilioui 
one introduced. The ftustii howerer, are correct— .Ennoft. 
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DEER SHOOTING. 

From That. W. Magraih, Etq. Upper Canada, 
to the Rev, Thomas RadcUfi DvMxn. 

Erindale, Januaiy, 18d2. 

My dear Sir, 

You expressed a wish to learn something 
original, and in detail upon the field sports 
of Canada — and I will endeavour to gratify 
you. 

Many new settlers have been surprized at 
not frequently seeing, deer, bears, wolves, &c. 
in this country ; as if those animals were to 
walk out of the woods, and shew themselves. 
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as their keepers would present them in a me* 
nageric, for public exhibition, not considering 
that they are of retired habits, not given to ob^ 
trude, nor much pleased at having their seclud- 
ed haunts invaded. Therefore, except to the 
persevering sportsman, they seldom give de- 
monstration of the numbers that really occupy 
our extensive forests. It is also an erroneous 
opinion with many, that no hi venison can be 
procured here ; but though our family resided 
in a venison country, in Ireland, abounding 
with parks, I can aver, that I have re- 
peatedly shot fetter deer here than I ever 
saw there. What has given rise to this 
opinion, is, l^t when the bucks are in their 
prime, in August and September, the farm 
works are too important to be sacrificed to 
amusement. I have known the most de- 
voted sportsmen, when once settled on their 
awn property, and feeling the necessity of 
giving personal attention to its improvement, 
to have abandoned the fowlmg-piece alto- 
gether, during the busy season, but, to have 
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gladly resumed it in the Winter, (the Celue 
dka'ii Jubilee,) n^iile die ground is ocnrered 
with snow, and sealed iq> by frost, to tiie 
prerentbn of all fundng operatimis. This 
then, b ees wfs the selected season for deer 
sheeting, when the budu are out of oondi- 
tisn, whidi aeoonntsfor the foregoing remark. 

The Do€$f however, though an inferior 
quality of venison, are at this tnne in high 
order, and very acceptable at die setder's 
table — ^nor is it necessary to be too fastidious, 
as to either sex — as die servants and labour- 
ers on die setdement, diough they like pl«i- 
tifiil meals, are not epicures, and will not 
object to a haunch of venison, aldiough des- 
dtute of an aldennanic cut of &L 

My brothers and 1 are now become expert 

"U m liKve lock, 

« We*U bring A buck, 

*' Upon our lusty sboulden home.** 

OUOlee. 

In winter we make it a point to provide 
abundantly for the larder. 
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^Mnweverj as you desire tys Bportuig in- 
ftmatioii Hbt young setdera, I aball oran- 
flKDfie widi our first day's work, and go 
fa i wsapd in regular deteiL 

The Whiter after our nrrival lieve^ my bro- 
ther end I inade our ftiyt easay, aboutaUteen 
fludea back in the woods behind our house. 

However y4ning at thJB partiwlar q>ort, 
we were not inez|>eTien€ed in the use of the 
nfle« 

Mine was of the true Yankee cut — tkree 
feet, six inches in lengthr«-as heavy as a 
Musket — ^the b<Mre, ealeulated tat balls seyenty 
to the pound; and his, ashort Spanish rifle*— 
two feet, ten inches long — carrying half-ounoe 
balls, thirtyH^wo to the pound* 

We took a wide range for the entire day, 
and never got a shot We saw indeed, abun- 
^bmt tracks, and many siMffUs,* as the deer 
darted c^ through the wood, but had no 
opportunity of presenting our rifles with any 
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^ The tails of the Deer*--*EpiTOR, 
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prospect of dfect In despondency we re- 
tomed to the bnaefs iMMae where we were 
to sleep, disgusted with our sport, or rather 
with onr fidlnre* When the fiunily were as- 
sembled in the evening, and talked over onr 
disappmitment, the ftrmer, a thorough-bred 
Yankee, said, ** JVdl — ^I gness you know no- 
thing about this here deer shooting. I cal- 
cMlaie I will go out with you to-morrow, and 
see how you get on." We thanked him, and 
having received from him, some preliminary 
instructions, and a good breakfiist before day 
light next morning, turned out with our host, 
in the hope of a more successful day. He 
was even of greater value to us as a model, 
than as a monitor; for as soon as we got upon 
the track of a deer, we could at once perceive 
by our companion's manner of proceedii^, 
the true cause of our own fidlure the proceed- 
ing day. He was all quietness. We had been 
all bustle. He walked silently and steadily 
along, taking special care not to break, or 
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even touch die point of a bnmcb, lest the 
sound should disturb the game. We had been 
slashing and smashing every thing before us, 
which could not fidl to rouse at a distance, fiir 
out of view, or at least out of shot, a timid 
animal, most susceptible of alarm. 

Upon holding a council of war, at the sug- 
gestion of our practised hunter, we a^eed 
that my brother and I should separate, on dis- 
tinct tracks, and our Mentor in an under-tone, 
said to us — ^^ You may have pretty consider- 
able sport, I guess, if it be not your own 
fault — be silent and steady — I calculate you 
will have to keep down your hands — well, 
step gently through the snow — ^if you see a 
deer running past, shout out, and I g^ess 
he'D stop — I wish you sport." Upon which 
he wheeled about, and returned to his farm- 
yard. 

We observed his directions, and when some 
time on the track which I had followed, I 
found by it, that at a particular place, the 
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deer had stopped, and turned, and sprungf off 
again, compassing a tremendous distance at 
each bound, leaving me but little hope of 
coming up with him, though, by flie indication 
of the snow, as I went forward I could ob- 
serve that he had frequently stopped, and 
turned, but, alas! had again continued his 
progfressive course. 

The snow being eighteen inches deep, and 
the walking very laborious, I sat down quite 
exhausted, to recover my fatigue and to consi- 
der how I was to get back. Resting quietly, 
with my rifle across my knees, I heard some 
branches snap ; and the next minute, a noble 
buck came dashing along, within shot. 
Springing up (as I had been instructed by 
the farmer,) I gave a shout. That moment 
he stopped, snorted and looked at me — I fired; 
but, to my great disappointment, he bounded 
on, leaving me to conjecture how I could 
have missed so &ir a standing' shot, and with- 
in twenty paces ! 
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Having loaded again, I went up to the 

place where he had stood, and found a large 

g^usH of blood upon the snow. I felt as if I had 

not i^alked a mile* In a little time I caught 

a glimpse of the poor fellow widdn fifty 

yards — the trees however, were too close. 

He znoved slowly on, with drooping head and 

lagging step, and, stopping for a short space, 

lay down apparently in pain. Then taking 

deliberate aim at the head, I fired. The 

branching antlers, by a quivering movement, 

indicated a short and final struggle to rise^— 

on coming up, I found him stretdied on his 

side» and for the first time, enjoyed the 

savage, but instinctive, delight of seeing an 

American deer lying at my .feet, brought 

down by my own hand — ^what was next to be 

done? I had left my knife behind jne, and 

could not perform tke secessary operations 

in breaking up the deer, . as it is termed, and 

must of course be burdened widi - the entire 

weight of the interior — ^but how was I to drag 
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along the first fruits of my deer hunting 
career. 

By a clumsy and fumbling application of 
my ramrod to his nose, I succeeded in mak- 
ing a perforation sufficient to admit the end 
of my handkerchief — securing it there, I 
moved him with difficulty along the snow: 
not having any means of tying his fore feet 
to his nose, (which is usually done,) they 
caught in every log and branch I passed, by 
which I was both retarded and fsitigued. 
Stopping to rest, I found that in the con- 
fusion of my joy, my rifle had been forgotten 
where I fired the last shot — and it should have 
remained there till next day, but for the ap- 
prehension of its being covered by the snow of 
the night 

I returned for it ; yoked myself again to 
my cumbrous but honorable burden, and was 
proceeding gallantly, when the head of the 
buck happening to catch on a stump; at a 
sudden pull the handkerchief giving way, 
down I went head foremost, rifle and all, into 
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the snow. My sporting ardor would notwith- 
standing have made light of this, and of the 
weight I dragged along, had I not discovered 
to my utter consternation, that I was in a 
wrong track, and had completely lost my way. 
Still moving on, however, my ear was gratified 
by a distant shout to which, on my part, I 
most joyfully responded. 

This gave me new life to tug along the 
trophy of my successful sport — another shout ! 
still nearer and more distinct — ^returned by 
me of course — " a louder yet and yet a louder 
strain," — one other shout — and all was still. 

The parties mutually attracted by the ap- 
proaching signals, had met, and shaken 
hands — ^and there appeared my brother Char- 
les, yoked to another deer ! ! 

On asking him in what direction the far- 
mer's house lay ? I was mortified to find that 
he knew as little of the matter as myself. 

He had a knife, however, which enabled 
me to lighten the buck to which I was har- 
nessed, and to brace his feet and head in a 

M 
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more convenient manner for the dnift*.-. We 
then agreed to keep straight forward in the 
hope of crossing on some Concemm line,* 
which might direct us in our course; but the 
sun had disappeared; the. twilight was re- 
ceding &st, and a fiEunt gleam of moonlight 
through the trees afforded us but. precarious 
assistance; at one place, however, where^ 
they were not so close, a stronger light broke 
in, and Charles, in great joy, called out. thiLt 
he had come upon a trade ; hjot judge what 
my disappointment must have been, and let 
me have the sympathy of all brother sports- 
men, who may learn that the buck^ which 
had travelled behind me for so many hours, 
was again lying within a few yard^ of th^. 
very spot on which he had first fidlen. 

By this time, in sporting phraseology, I 
was completely done up^ and obliged to aban- 
don my game from dowi3iright inability to pull 



* Concession lines are those on which posts are fixed' to \ 
number the lots of the townships. . r ' 
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it after me another yaarcL«^My brother still 
stuck to his — ^but saddled *me with the weight 
of hia rifle. BeecMiiing, shortly, bs eidiausted 
as myself, his deer was also left behind; and 
struggling on a little fiffther, so weak were 
we from fiitigne, that we were« detthefatit^ 
upon riddii^ ourselves of the incumbrance 
even of ow ittes, whc^ a sudden shot wtts 
fired beside u»— « horn sou^ed^--«hiiost- in 
our ears, which we keknoWtedged by a doablfe 
discharge — and to our great joy discovered 
that we were close to our good quitters' of 
the night before ; whilst, to our utter amdze^ 
ment we were informed th^t we had been all 
the time, so near the house, that the people 
repeatedly heard our voices and were surprised 
at our staying out so llite. 

Our guide of the morning received us hos- 
pitably, ffuessinff "we had missed our way, 
and calculating^ that it would be better if he 
had not left us, as he saw we did no good 
after all;'' our point of honor, as sportsmen, 
being called in question, we averred that 
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each had brought down his deer; two of the 
spunky boys turned out, and soon returned 
with both deer to confirm oiur veracity and 
triumph. 

In the morning it was great amusement to 
review our circuitous tracks, (which, as they 
said, *^ had bet down the whole place pretty 
considerably,'') and to perceive that we had 
gone round and round in rings, within the 
limits of twenty acres, that were never passed 
during the space of the last five hours ! ! 
which terminated the hunting of our second 
<lay. 

I remain, my dear Sir, 
Your's faithfully, 

Thos. Wm. Magrath. 
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LETTER XVI. 



From Thoi. Win. Magraihf Esq. Upper Canad4ij 
to the Rev. ThtmiOt RadcUffy Dublin. 



Erindale, January, 1892, 

My dear Sir, 
In my last, you were presented with the 
Johnny*raw results of our two first day's sport; 
but as practice makes perfect, I have not 
only been amply repaid for my first failure 
by Aiture successes, but having tried all the 
various methods of the country for the grati- 
fication of this exciting amusement, I am en- 
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abled to detail the different modes of deer 
hnntiiigy with their appropriate eircamstances. 
As I commenced with mow shooting, I will 
here add some usefdl directions to be observed 
by sportsmen, in this particular branch, and 
also the usual dress and apparatus to be 
adopted. 

. The dress should consist of a blanket coat, 
made to button up to the collar; a cap of the 
same material ; a warm pair of light coloored 
cloth trowser^, thr^e or four pair of stockings 
under the moccasins, or a piece of blanket 
rolled round the foot as a protection from 
stumps — ^thus, with a leatiiem belt to carry 
your hunting knife, and witii a rifle of tiie 
following description, you are ae^utited for 
the hunting groimd. 

It should be two feet ten inch^ in the biBx:- 
rel, about ten pounds weight, and of a bore, 
suited to balls, forty to tiie pound; a descrip- 
tion of rifle shot, experience has taught me 
to prefer to any other. This however is a 
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point u!poii vrUch yoa vrSl seldom find two 
spoftsmen kgree^ as yottr fellows of ligltt 
metal generaQy prefer a bauble. 

I have invented a powder flask, to con- 
tain oapHGs balls and powder^ to sare the neces- 
sity of • fmnbliiig with cold fingers in different 
pockets, finri -the several ardclei^and will 
send you one as a model by liie first opportu- 
nity, for llie benefit of my brother sportsmen, 
who may come out to diis country. 

If on amving ait the scene of action, you 
find the i^ood abounding with fresh taracks, 
stand isteady for a lime^ and observe if any 
of Uie deer are in biotion. . If you i^y one 
that does not see yoti, contrive to be con- 
cealed by the trees, whilst you approach 
l^njh-Hshould your step be heard, , stand still, 
andilever stir till he burins to ihove : when 
within diot, fij;; your eye on a space through 
which he must pass; yourfinger^ tifley and 
eye^ all readty. If you require it, take a 
rest ^igainstva^ tree, but bis stire to cover .the 
spot,^ and as he pta(e% aiih for the Moulder, 
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and* fire. Should you miss the deer, don't 
stand gaping like a fool^ but load again at 
once, as he may be simple enough to give you 
a second shot, and you may have the luck 
to hit Should he go off with his single 
DOWN, he is wounded* Keep as close as you 
can, and if he do not fall from the effects of 
the first shot, you can make sure of him by 
a second; yoiur himting knife must then be 
employed in the necessary operations— and 
lastly in opening the muscle of the nose and 
sinews of the fore legs, so as to admit a gad 
of the blue beech to pass through, and con- 
nect them all together — ^then taking the rifle 
on your left shoulder, and the gad over your 
right, you may pull away to the next house — 
but should you object to this laborious work, 
and yet wish to secure the venison, till an 
opportunity offer of sending for it ; the 
head must be first got rid of, and the skin, 
to preserve it entire, be stripped from the 
fore^ and left attached to the AtTU^quarters, 
when, the carcass being cut across, you must 
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look out for a tree of small diameter tliat 
will bend with your weight upon climbing 
up— as soon as it begins to spring, let go 
your feet, holding on with your hands only, 
and you will thus bring the top to the grround. 
The half deer £e»tened to this (as the tree 
springs back,) is put out of the reach of 
wolves and bears, as the former cannot^ and 
the latter wiU not^ cUmb a tree of such pliable 
dimensions. A stem calculated to raise but 
half a deer, could not &il to give way under 
an entire bear, besides, that to admit of 
being climbed, the tree should be of suffi- 
cient circumference to fill his embrace, and 
Bruin is too shrewd a fellow to take the risk 
of a failure, and a fidl. The remaining half 
must be treated in a similar manner on a 
separate tree. 

When you cross a river or ravine, never 
expose your person suddenly, and instead of 
walking along its edge, make a circuit through 
the wood, coming out with caution about three 
hundred yards below your point of entrance; 

M 5 
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wad obmanre to e^awina d» brow cf the oppo- 
site UQ» as tlie deer^ ui wasiter^ always lye ina 
sttoatioii thai oomnan^ a wde eaaqMMs. If 
two spcNTtMieB are in conip«iy>r-ione^ slMnU 
show himself al a^fistaiiee to. attract the «^ 
tentioftof the deer, nAilat die other, ttakihg 
a citciMi;, ipaycoDie round iinhiaticed^.and 
have a jGnt and decisnre shot This has hap- 
pened to me in niany instanoesb • 

Should the snow be. very deep, snowHshoes 
become necessary. I haire had (Moaasion for 
them, howeveiv but, on^ .idntar out of ^ mx-*^ 
at first they are very nnj^easantii' el^rieMe 
only will tejuch to. use thc^ withii^t.iilieonT 
venince. 

The seoond variety of the qport is termed 
deer stalking. 

This takes place in summer — at which time 
the deer are so much scattered pver the face 
of the country, it becomes, very difficult to 
find them. 

• I • ^ 

This is best to be efiiected at the salt licks, 
or spring9, whither they resort to drink. 
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The sportsman duHiM walk quietly along, 
in tiie direetum of one of these — stopping 
occasionally to listen, and Teconnoitre. By 
observing this precaution, and strict silence, I 
have frequehtly known the deer to walk up 
within ten yards of me. 
- In this mode of hunting, the arms should 
remain perfectly at rest ; the body erect and 
steady — all motion limited to the legs and 
feet — ^no sawing of the air — ^no oougldng — 
no brandishing the handkerchief — ^no sound- 
ing of the nasal trumpet — no flourishing 
the rifle from one side to the other, and 
above all, no toftin^^-else the deer will be 
off. They have eyes, and ears, and a quidc 
sensadon of alarm. They dart away at a 
distance, and yon will never get a shot. 

A third method is termed ni^ht shooting. 

The proper, season for this sport is during 
the months of. July and August. The time 
from midnight to day-break. 

In this case the salt spring is again the 
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•cene of action. Besides your rifle ready 
loaded, you bring thither, as appurtenances, a 
lantern with a concealed light, a bundle of 
pitch pine split into small stripes, and a Jkak 
of hnmdy ; on your arrival seat yourself to 
leeward of the spring, that the deer, ivhich 
are quick scented, may not perceive you on 
their approach. Let not a gleam of lig'ht 
escape, and remain quiet, ^till you hear a 
deer leap into the little marsh, which always 
surrounds the spring, then, waiting a few 
moments, slowly produce the light, and taking 
the rifle in your right hand, and the faggot 
in the left, qpply your light, and ignite it gra- 
dually, as a sudden flash would put the deer 
to flight. As the faggot of pine wood, formed 
like a Bavarian broom, spreads an increasing 
light, you begin to perceive the game, the 
eyes first; which, from the reflection of the 
blaze, appear like balls of fire; you then take 
deliberate aim, and if yoii are not a bungler^ 
you vdU bring down your deer. 
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Still move not fisurther than to re-load. They 
generally come in pairs ; if not so now, drag 
out the fellow you have shot, resume your 
former situation, and you may probably bring 
home a second deer; avoid the does; the 
bucks are now very fat and in high season. 

The fourth method is that of Driving the 
Deer. 

This is in my estimation, an unsportsman* 
like method, and is effected in the vicinity of 
lakes, by driving the deer with d<^, who 
pursue the animal through the woods, till he 
is obliged to take refuge in the water. There, 
a canoe is in waiting; and as the hunted deer 
comes bounding along, and boldly dashes into 
the lake, the aquatic hunters follow slowly, 
till he has made some way, and then press 
on, the cliace. Thus pursued, the deer makes 
for the next headland, at a rate of swimming, 
which seems to baffle his pursuers ; but they 
contrive to intercept his landing, and he turns 
again to the expanse of water. 



^'.■* 
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The spottnidik, (if they ilesence that iitie,) 
not a HtUd eiKhaittted, fi(t^ gam upon .the 
weaH^ anitnal) he giveff up his^ fcM^waird 
course, wheell again and again in narrower 
circles than the eanoe can compass; yet 
makes no Way — ^^ ' nostrib (fistended — ^his 
head l^ss raisied above the water — liis swim- 
ming slackened — ^he sees the canoe approach 
him — sn^MTts i^dly, but canjdot eseapethe 
fatal noose thrown over his gallant head by 
his enemy in the boat, who twisting. it on bis 
neck, by means of the long pole to which it 
is a£lixed, thud puts an ignominious tenmna- 
ti<m to die poor deer's life, and to the in- 
glorious chace. . . f 

Sometimes I have been gnUiified by seeing 
a n<Mce take tiie deer by the horns. That 
moment, he strikes at him with his fonp*feet, 
and imless tiie boat be a large one, invariably 
upsets it, or pulls the Green^hym overboiard; 

The common practice is, when the deer 
is perfectly exhausted^ to seiie him by the 
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tail with one hsiai,. and.iilake ym^ oi tke 
tomoliawk with the other-rr^: de9eil|^ti(oa of 
butckery, to which { neyer ha^, or, ever will be 
aceoflbary. Hatdag now detaUed die .viurious 
modes, of ck^rirhtititing^ I will hold out some 
concluding encouragewent to. qportsmen, by 
advertitig to a day's^ spori which my brother 
and I enjoyed, very different from that which 
I reported at the Commencement of this 
subject. 

In December, 1890, having arrived at the 
hunting g^oondy early ii^ l^e, mornings we 
found the tradks of. defer m numerous on 
the snow, as to resiemble thpfte of a Aodf. of 

Getting forward, in great heart,* we came 
to a ravine, wh^re we spied at least twe;ity 
deer, gamboling about a spring, Earii singled 
out his deer and fired. 'Vy'ithp^Ht waiting to 
8ee whether they fell^ we mside o^ to a puss 
where I knew the herd wou^d come oi^t^ and 
having re-loaded, we met them pre.c}i|^Iy at 
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the expected place, bounding and clearing 
every obstruction. 

Our alann was, that they would run over 
us ; but they stopped short, and we pitched 
off two of them. Having bled, and collected 
together those that we had shot, we parted 
company, taking different directions in pur- 
suit of the scattered deer, and iiiting on a 
place of rendezvous for the night, we met 
there at eight o'clock, and on comparing notes, 
we found that my brother had ten balls at 
setting out ; he had expended all, and missed 
but one shot ' I had ten in the morning, but 
two on my return, and had missed two shots. 
Next morning we hauled all home, and never 
stopped till we ranged along the farmer's 
yard, thirteen fine deer, (two of them twice 
hit,) which were duly transferred to the frozen 
larder, at Erindale, for Winter provant. 

Many weeks of similar amusement might 
be enumerated, since I became acquainted with 
the manner of getting in on the game. The 
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young flportsmaiiy however, must not expect 
the success which I have described, on his fiirst 
arrival in the woods. 

I remain, my dear Sir, 

Faithfully your's, 
Thos. Wm. Magrath. 



P. S. My next shall treat of Bear Shooting. 
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LETTER XVII. 



Frcm That, Wnu Magratk, Etq, Upper Canadtiy 
to the Rev. 7%omai RadcUffi Dublin. 

Erindale, January, 1892. 

My dear Sir, 
I follow up, at your desire, the particulars 
of ^e field or rather ^ore^f sports — and having 
closed my last long letter, with the subject of 
deer hunting, I will commence this with an- 
other description of amusement. 

BEAR SHOOTING. 

The bear, though i^parently an unwieldy 
animal, gets over the ground, fieuster than one 
could suppose. 



c.^ 
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I liave liad a pet one for yean, (ceared from 
a ceh} that ifoUows me about, and liAs often 
kqpt up. wlib my liorBe, when at a round 
eanter. 

Tins iMge biack bearf standiag: five feet 
b%h wbea uprj^t, is .of tkeJf&iriKx. . Tke 
nflKie ^ ivbicli cJie jAnsweri, . '^ Mooaunse." "^ 
Her qualitiei) mildsefls and dociUty. 

.Sbe^roiibl about the house like, a do^, and 
is Invked to the dfawuig-rooitty when any 
visitor arrives, who wishes tb make herac- 
quaintanee — :when my avocations led me to 
the woods iii distant parfs of .the. province, 
Mocauase was the companion of my journey, 
and the nightly guardian of my tent— not a 
sound or stir could be made, without a 
wamibg from hec eantionary whine» oSr igrowL 

It was amusing to.observe with what gravity 
she took her stet each morning at the op- 
posite side of the jDoat, ilpoa. whieh my bretik- 



* Mo cttimse is, in the MJMusaguft Um^age, Youiig 
Bear. 



^■^^pi^K— pw^^l^— ifc^-*^*^^^ ^ I m ^Wi*"— ■ * ■ I ■ a m 
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fast was arranged, and the patience with 
which she waited for her share of the repast. 
In this cardinal virtae she fidled but in one 
instance. One morning on the shore of 
Lake-*Huron, my party having stopped to 
prepare break&st; whilst my servant was 
getting ready mine, I plunged into the lake 
to indulge in a bracing swim, and on return- 
ing with *^ encrease of appetite," found Miss 
Mocaunse, lying down perfectly at her ease, 
having devoured every morsel of my break- 
&st — ^biscuit, bread, sugar, &c. all eaten up, 
and the tea equipage^ &c. &c., in the most glo- 
rious confusion ! ! Conceiving it necessary to 
impress strongly on her recollection, my dis- 
approbation of such imladylike conduct, and 
to guard against the recurrence of a similar 
disaster, I tied her to a post and bestowed on 
her hairy sides so sound a drubbing, that bene- 
fitting by this practical lecture upon patience, 
Macaunse has invariably waited breakfast 
for me ever since. 

Bears are not as numerous as they were on 
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our first coining to Canada — nor are they as 
troublesome, or as dangerous, as is supposed. 

They have been sometimes known to carry 
off a small pig ; but as to their attacking the 
human species, without being grievously pro- 
voked, (though it may have occurred,) no in- 
stance of it has come within my knowledge or 
experience. They seem rather to avoid a con- 
flict with man, but if assailed and injured by 
him, there can be no doubt, that his danger 
would be in proportion to their strength and 
power, which are very great 

The manner of shooting bears is much the 
same, as in the case of deer, with the excep- 
tion of using a heavier ball; and, that should 
you wound one badly without killing him, 
the sooner you get up a tree, too slight for 
Mm to climb, the better for your own security. 

The Winter skin of the bear generally sells 
for six or seven dollars, and is very useful 
in sleighs, and as bedding. 

The meat of 9i young bear is not unlike pork, 
but infinitely better. I have frequently eaten 
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it, and like it In New York it tt considered 
a great delicacy, l%lit» wkokscMne, and eaflfl j 
digettedL 

Tlie interior fint, entitled Beca^t Qfease, is 
valuable for the hair, more in detntmdi liati 
in real exUtmee, in the AofB.' 

I tent over some to ladies of my- aoqnamt- 
ance, who perceiving that it was neitk^ 
bleadied nor scented, preferred, as I am told, 
the medicated hogdard ci the p^fomers. 

One fellow that I shot, produced nie ad 
much pomatum as would covier'the tongoored 
heads of an entffe monastery,^ witib^« ]»le of 
hair as thick as a wig. I shall nev^er, the 
longest day I live, forget the hotur^ I kiikd 
him. It was one of my 'eavUesfc essays in 
this branch of sporting^ 

A few weeks after we arrired kt Toronto, 
my brother and I, in walkug througk the 
woods with oor rifles, observed several pieced 
of bark fsdling to the ground from an old 
pine of great dimensions, and on looking up, 
perceived an enormous bear, endeavouring 
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to lod^e himself in the |ko11ow of the tree ; 

after some consideratioh) it "was agreed that 

I should be the assailaat^ my brother res^grv- 

in^ his fire, lest mine should prove in^eetuaL 

With, this counter seeuri^ against the fitaUr- 

nal embrace of a savage . animal^ diupgerous 

when attacked, and furious when wounded, I 

took the most deliberate aim^ and fired ; at 

the moment came rolling to the ground ^^ with 

hideous yell,** the shaggy monster, writhing 

in agony, ^ 

We looked from him to each other>«-our 

resolve was rapid, as mutual—^we ran for our 

lives; whichever occasionally took the lead, 

fancied the footsteps of the other, those of the 

pursuing bear; to our ear, he seined to close 

upon us. The rustling of the underwood 

encreasing our alarm, doubled our speedy 

and it is difficult to say when we should have 

stopped, had we not found ourselves up to 

the knees in a deepening swamp. From 

hence we cast an anxious lock behind, and 
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• 

not espying Brain, plucked up our courage, 
and with my rifle re-loaded, and both cocked, 
began to retrace our steps, with due and 
exemplary caution; about midway a black 
squirrel darted across, our imaginations were 
so deeply occupied with terror of the bear, 
our rifles were in a second at our shoulders, 
and I will not say, whether a little more 
would not have given us a second race. 

We proceeded, however, gallantly towards 
the place where my first shot had taken effect, 
and making our observations, at respectful dis- 
tance^ we remarked the bear at the foot of 
the same old pine ; when, my brother, say- 
ing that he looked suspiciotis^ fired with a 
certain aim; he need not have been so parti- 
cular, as poor Bruin never winced, and had 
never moved from the moment that his terri- 
fying, but expiring, roar had put us to igno- 
minious flight. 

Many a weary tug it cost us, to bring him 
to our house ; where the candid confession of 
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fHur exploits excitad no inobiisideiable fun 
wd merriment. 

Hunting the Bacaoru 

This is a kind of sport whieh does not 
«dmit of nradi variety. 

In die moonlight nights Ibe Racoons collect 
in numbers in (he eoltitat^ fields, to'regale 
upon the Indian comi and are tliere to be 
MbbAbAt with caution, as, they retire at 
the slightest noisci which makes it parti- 
eularly necessary' to keep all quiet, about the 
house and &rm yard, for an hour or two after 
0ight£Bdl; at which iSme, living ia dog well 
trained for the purpose, yoi:^ sieUly forth. The 
dog may be ^^ half lurcher and half cur,'^ or 
of any description that haaa tolerable nose 
BSoA an dtidiMe v&ioe» 

The moment he comes upon t2ie scent, he 
gives tongue, and the Racoons immediately 
fly to the adjoining trees. He runs the first, 
to the tree in which he has taken shelter, and 
remains barking at its root. You come up, 

N 
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and from tbe indication of the dog, as well 
as from the assistance of the moon, you have 
no difficulty in finding your game, or in kill- 
ing it 

When you have shot the first, lay the dog 
on, again ; the same result may be expected ; 
and so in continuation, till, by the cessation 
of the barking, you are apprized that no 
other Racoons remain. 

Occasionally, however, a more animated 
scene takes place, by day light, when one of 
those animals may happen to exhibit himself 
in a tree beside the house. 

This is the only hunting of wild animals, 
in which the fidr sex partake; but on this 
occasion the entire fiunily turn out: men, 
women, children, domestics, dogs, &c. 

If there be a gun in question the sport is 
soon over; if not, the tree must be cut down. 
Pending the operation, all eyes are fixed on 
Cooney, sitting aloft with perfect composure, 
and looking down with ineffiible contempt 
upon the gaping enemy; and with some jus* 
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tice !^— for hxm oMild lie imagine^ that, with 
the purpose of destroying a p«ieeable and 
hamUess animaLlfte himself a domestic host 
should be arrayed iigldiist him. He gives no 
credit to it, 'till the creaking tree yielding to 
the axe, begins, to give way, when running 
rapidly down the stem, and bolting iq> that 
of an adjoining tree, he makes a second effort 
at security. 

In the confusion upon his first descent, he 
frequently escapes; all striking at him 
together, intercept each other's imple- 
ments of war. Cunning and nimble as a fox, 
He avoids them all ; but should he cling to 
the falling tree, he comes to the ground, 
bruised, and stunned, an easy victim to the 
beetle, potstick, fleshfork, or poker of the 
amazonian cook maid, who carries him off in 
triumph to the kitchen, encouraged, by her 
success, to hope for a few more to line her 
Sunday cloak with their comfortable skins. 

Believe me, dear Sir, 

Your's fidthfolly, 

T. W. Magrath. 
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P. S. I rather ihiiik I shall be the bearer 
of this letter mysdf asftras Lamfam; if so 
I shall eontiiiiie Ae aubjoet fiwon thence and 
may happen to see you before saminer. 



i: ' . t : 
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LETTER XVIII. 



i^o^ Thmat JfiOiam Magraih, JBsq. to the 
lUv. Tkmoi Raddiff; Dublm. 



Iiond<m» Marcb» 1892. 

My dear Sbr, 
As I supposed woidd be die oase> when I 
wrote ]aat» busiiieM has led me to this city ; 
and I shall go forward to Lrdand before my 
ntam to Gaaad|L I promised to continue 
the sabjeet of field q^orts, and having now 
despatAed the beasts, I mnst try my hand 
npbn the Mrdi. 
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Partridge Shooting. 

The partridge is here, a much finer and 
larger bird than with you, but does not afford 
half the sport 

The coveys, wlien raised, generally perch 
in trees and sit there, as tamely as bam-door 
fowl. The best dog to use in this case is of 
the genuine King Charles breed — ^who, when 
he finds, will quest, and tree the birds, whose 
whole attention being fixed on him, as he barks 
at the bottom of the trees, you may come within 
half distance if you wish, and pick them off one 
by one, without disturbing the rest; unless, that 
by firing at the upper birds first thsir tumbling 
through the branches, will diaeonoert die others 
and make them take wing— even in this case, 
the lively cocker wtll follow and tree them 
again ; and unless iil ihe vicinity of a settle* 
ment, whete thiey are. frequently disturbed, 
you may shoot thr^e or four brato ifrom the 
covey without any difficulty.' The' dog must 
be trained, not to mind the fallen 'birds, but 



r 
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td pursue those on wing^ and thus, from tree 
to tree, you may by degrees, bag the entire 
covey, without compunction, as, in this 
country no <me ever thinks of leaving any for 
breed. Your poaching sportsmen whose main 
object is a supply for the taUe, and whose 
epicurean tj^t appreciates the delicious flavor 
of the bird, think this delightful sport ; but 
I cannot agree with them — ^there is something 
inglorious in a sitting shot, that a true pro- 
fessor cannot brook. 

Quails, also, upon a much larger scale than 
your's, are becoming abundant, as the clear- 
ing advances. 

The shooting of Woodcock and Snipe. 

It appears extraordinary to a sportsman, 
coming from the old country, who has been 
accustomed to shoot woodcocks, in the depth 
of winter, to find on his arrival here, that 
the summer months are those, when that 
sport is enjoyed in high perfection — not at 
the moment reflecting^ that they, being birds 



-^ 
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•f pwmage^- will be led by inftdnct to desert 
the northeni letitades, (befmre they become 
bomid-in iwpeiietndble friMt») for mlMer dim^ 
whose unfroten springs ttte bMer suited f^ 
their manner of subsistenee. 

Iivlaiid is, ih msrtiy phe^ renaurleable fi)r 
eitcelleiit eock shootfng, which I hare mysetf 
experienced in the most Iftvorable situations, 
not, howeyer, to be compared with this 
country, wiiere the niunbers are truly won- 

r 

derful* 

Were I to mention what I have seen in 
this respect, or heard from others, it might 
bring my g^rer statements nito ^Ebrepute. — 
As a specimen of the sport, I will merely 
give a fact or two of, not unusual, success, 
bearing, however,' no proportion to die quan- 
tity of game. I have known Mr. Charles 
Heward, of York, to have shot, in one day, 
thirty brace, at Chippewa, close to the Falls 
of Niagara — ^and I, myself, who ain far from 
being a first rate shot^ hkve frequently brought 
home from twelve to fourteen brace, my 
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brothefs peifoniiiiig their parts with equal 
«uece88-af^r dinner, now and then» an arnica- 
Ue dlaputation will ante as to Ae number of 
«k<Ks hit, and missed; which is generally 
decided I^ reference to the remaining con- 
tents of thepowd^ horns, all baring been 
^ually fiUed in the morning. This fipequendy 
reminds me of a story I had heardbefore I 
left Ireland, of 4t targe party of s^portsmen 
who turned out one day from a most hospita- 
ble mansion, iatqithe beat cpi^er. that country 
afforded, and returned to dinner, after a splen- 
did d^y's shooliag. 

A convivial evening naturally embraced the 
subject of their momilq^ prowess — and each 
exulting in ihe sp<^ and elate with his own 
particular success, enumerated the shots 
which he had hit and missed* A gentleman 
present, who was no sportsman, and, of 
course entitled to express surprise, took out 
his pencil, to note, as it were, the wonders of 
the day, and having exhibited the account, 
which was stated to him as correct, he 

n5 
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rang the bell, and inquired the number of 

woodcockg brought home that day ; this being 

sent up, bore testunony to the aceuracy 

of the japortsmen's rM>Veeliimj and upon the 

whole, their AUL and /brtum appeared te 

have been equally good, and, that but one shot 

had been missed out ofevery ^t^e — ^upoQ whidi 

the same gentleman remarked that there must 

be some mistake ; as he, who had aeeompa- 

nied them to the cover, and had never left it 

till they did, not carrying a gun, had amused 

himself, with a knife and stick, tallying every 

shot that was fired during the day. This fttal 

• . • • 

tally being produced, and its notches com- 

pared with the number of woodcocks, the 

account assumed a different form, which 

evinced, that instead of cne shot missed in 

Jive^ there was but one shot kit in six. 

This admirable lecture upon vain glory ^ was 

productive, I am told, of great merriment. 

The gentleman who instituted the humorous 

scrutiny, having assured them that he meant 

not to make any invidious or individual appli- 
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cation of his ^porting arithmedcy but to leave 
them to settle the balance among themselves. 

The woodcock here is smaller than those I 
was in the habit of seeing at home. When 
flnshed they rise with a kind of whistle. In 
settlements near a river they are most nu- 
merous; but never appear imtil some clear- 
ing has been made. I have never met a 
woodcock in the wild Btish, in all my ex- 
cursions. 

The snipe are pretty much the same as 
with you, differing a little in plumage i and 
being less wild, are more easily shot. There 
is a variety called the ffreat snipe, not very 
common. The former kind is to be met with 
every where, and are in such numbers that a 
tolerable shot may bring home from twenty 
to thirty brace in a day. 

DUCK SHOOTING. 

Of the varieties of the duck species I must 
postpone the description till a future oppor- 
tunity, as my present letter is drawing to a 
close. 
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Tbe WoodDmA b so tmned firom lightings 
HI ^be trees; and is, of oovne Toiy eaaly 
shot Tlie warfinre agabisl tUs sort^ mzu^ be 
amsidered n slsngktery nther thaai a spoiC 
Skottid onr firiesd Jo1i!e WaU bring oat wifli 
Uiii tke Boarhig Mag^' as be caUs las gfaat 
dude gnu, what hmes would he not cut in the 
countless floeks diat seem to eourt destmctton? 

The coouBon du<^ shooting, aSbrds eiasel^ 
lent sport. They partieularly abound in a 
manh near Yoik, where the amusenient is 
enjoyed in nmnner following. 

You get intoaeanoeor skifl^ with a person 
expert at the use of the paddle^ and dien 
proceed quietly along, aToiding the dry sedge 
and rushes as much as possible; die sound 
caused by their brushing agaiost die sides of 
the canoe, disturbs the duc^s £rom their feed» 
and sets them on the watch ; in which case it 
is very difficult to get a shot. The true me* 
thod is to proceed with two canoes, that while 
one remains quiet, the other, making a wide 
circuit, may come rotund the flodt, and make 
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Jihem fly OTorllie party, ia thatwhiebis ttalioiir 
ary ;. this metbod ean^aeldom fidH of mxa^em. 

Great. steadineflBy LoireVet, must be ob- 
served on board, in defiiult of wUeliy maily 
accidents take jdttce. I haTeknowtt a wbole 
party lose tkeir g^ans, by tlte awkwardness of 
one who, unaccustomed to ^^ Ae ikimmer rf Ae 
seas," lost bis balance, and iq>set ha i treating 
Umself and bis oompanions to a haiardoiis 
awim, and wet jadcets. 

In lake shoolang, a friend of mine, in let- 
ting down the hammer oi hisgun, discharged 
its contents tbrough the bottom of the canoe 
at a consideraUe distance from shore,' whmi 
the only mode of safety was to hurry off his 
eoat, place it over the orifice, and sit down 
tqpon it firmly I at every swerve of the canoe, 
-a plash of water would Iveak in, making his 
situation as ancomfintable as dangerous, till 
at length he reached the diore, immersed 
above the hips. 

For river shooting, die Nottawesaga, whidi 
runs into lake Huron, is- ihe best duck 
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nret I lutl% ever met Twenty pair a day, 
bas been witb me a common day's sport 

They abound here from the remoteness of 
the sitaation, and from their being seldom 
disturbed. Here are to be found, in great 
numbers, the iarge black dudk, the Canard 
Franani. 

You come at them in this way — ^when you 
perceive a flock on the water, you must 
paddle shwly towards them, keeping in the 
middle of the liver; if you go fester than 
they can swim, they will take wing, but if 
you proceed quiefly, they will continue to 
swim before you; joined, perhaps, by another 
flock, but not within shot When you have 
driven them thus, for a few hundred yards, 
run the canoe into die sedge, at the river's 
side, remaining silent and concealed; pre- 
sently they will all return down the river to 
their feeding ground. Wait till they are just 
passing ; determine how many are to fire at 
them on the water, and how many in thejair, 
and a great havoc is the certain result 
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« 



Chasing the wounded birds is etteemedgood 
sport. For some days my party eat of nothing 
but ducks. Too fastidious to be at the trouble 
of plucking the feathers from the entire body, 
they merely bared the breast, and cutting it 
out threw away all the rest, except when the 
Indians, who were with me, wished to con- 
vert the refuse into soup; and even then they 
were not very particular, as to the fiathers* 

Your's, dear Sir, 
FaithfuUy, 
T. W. Magrath. 
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LETTER XIX. 



i-ti. 



Pr(m Thomat W. Mmgraikj Btg. to the lUt. 
Thomoi RadcUff^ JDMm. 

London, April, 1892. 

My dear Sir, 

I was obliged to close my last letter abruptly, 
or should have missed a &vorable opportunity 
of sending it free. 

It terminates all I have at present to com- 
municate as to the sports of the wood ; and 
I shall now touch briefly upon those of the 
water. 

Whoever is fond of fishing, should bring 
with him his tackle duly prepared; a stiff trout 



f^ aaddlthe uwal nqnisitea for AngHag; 
1%^ fiie» made ?i0e/o£ to^ are preckely the 
flmae aa th^e^ wlucli ue moet apptoved whli 

: Tke Canftdlaw trout is ndther aqueanxUh 
arpartifSiilars an^.witt not dudainfully t^et 
anjf that ym, iMf . throw in hia wary, but on 
tli9 eontniry will riae bnddy at mnne that j/aur 
epicures of the stream would hold la utter 
eofitemptr 

I hatefire^uMily ^itight from nbe to teas 
dosen hi a few hotrs, where ian artificial fly 
had nerer ajq^eured befcM^ In fishing tor 
trout» the &«««: fre^pienily takes i4F At fly.. 
Hie salmon fly is beet suited to them-^whidi 
is here butiseUom used* as thoi salmon ave 
so well fed at the bottom of ^ riveiSy they 
are, in but few instances, known to take the 
fly; 4md the most usual method of killing 
them is, with the qw». If liiis take phoe 
m tte day time, a bright sun is preferred, and 
a tree, hai^g been felled, so as to fidl across 
the river, the iq>ortsmaii taking his stand on 
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wUeh iti» to ooatain, from being thrown out* 
This Jack or gmte is cireuhr, about one foot 
in d^pthy and fourteen inches in diftmeter. It 
is auppliedfrom thne to time with pitdi pine, 
cot itito lei^^ths ci e^ht indies^ about inch 
and half m thidm eSB < - a hurge heap of these 
IS piled in the centre of- the ridtf, from which 
magazine, the light- Jack is replenished, so as 
to keep up a Bright and continued flame, 
whidi bhaiiig upwaids from two to. three feet, 
exhibits clearly to your view the fish even to 
the deplii of ten feet, or fairly across the 
river where it happens to run shallow. The 
qpear-nuui takes his stand behind the Jack. 
If in deep water, he at the stern, plies the 
paddle, if in shaBowy a light spear; by means 
of which he prevents the skiff from bolting 
too suddenly down the rapids^ and often 
strikes a fish the bow-inan may ' have missed. 
Thus appointed, you go as quietly as pos- 
sible down the stream, and on seeii^ a fish, 
you must not be in too great a hurry to strike, 
unless in a shallow and. rapid part of the 
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river. 14. in deep irMev* tlie blaimg Jade 
throws down Its light mpoH • Salmon) let your 
eye net swieiivcf from the objjedt^ nor your 
spwr detifite ftoifr ill poii^ till yoa strike;: 
and wheii: yon do» observe that yon throw 
yottiMif hask to preserve your bahmee;. or 
an upset» anda oool dip will be the penalty (tf 
your inostutioiL 

In aimiiig at. the. fisW Mrike nearer to yon 
thuii h^ atrpw^ and nearer stilly in propoHlon 
to the depth at the'water. 

In this resp^et, the young sportanaH will 
meet frequent disappointment^ aa nothing but 
experience willdnble him to ealenlate the 
power of refinetieoi ao as to reoondle the 
lealy and apparent distance. 

You should aiwayaaim at the shoulder^ and 
if . you strike imooessfally^ bring in tha fish 
with as moch.eipedition as poMible» lest-he 
riioiddtwikt hijBisdf off the; s{teai^~when you 
faav^ him ftiriy in the sldfl^ yott loose your spear 
from the fish)' by MriUng it against the seat 
^^uld dte Salmon however, at wliich you 
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liav6«tnidc, escape^ andtttn^wn tlie sMaami 
keep steadily on, 'ttdwhen he whedb to pem 
yov, viheel alsi^ rapidly, by puttiiig out • your 
gpear at one side to assist ike ste««iii&n, 
ikenpash up the stream to get above tke 
fisk, as ke ifill generaUy ^est some lame 
after making, wkat is teritned, Ae dart passj 
and you idll be sidre to find him in ihe first 
saddm deepenk^ of tke river. The iHgktest 
wound he may have received* will appear 
quite white in the wwter, and should he be out 
^f distance, you must endeavour to atrike, by 
Arawinff your spear,' for which purpose yoti 
must gvaap it at the middle with your left 
hand, and at the tef widi your right, and ffihg 
itatAe remote object With siich ^din and 
dexterity as yoa can c(^mnand— -many are 
expert at tUs^ but hedat is ciol, had betlter 
avoid the experitaent; as ihe ^ort will pro- 
bably be unsuccessful, and, it wfll require the 
greatest poiwible steadiness, to keep Us feet, 
when the iqiear has quit his hand. I^ortly 
after our airival here, my brodier and I 
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qpciured one kvndbed . and twenty Sabnon 
of a niglit; but they are now beoonung 
lese nnmeronS) in oooeequenoe of the num* 
ber of MWi^niiUe erected^ the profusion of 
saw dust on the water, (always annoying 
to the fish) anii^ the multitudes of oak staves 
annually floated down the river. 

By the hardy sportsman, night-fishing is 
always preferred, but is a sourde. of misery to 
the Dandjf^ who is afraid of wetting his feet 
For this description of animal, I have/so little 
respect or pity, that I have often undergone a 
wetting by upsetting the Canoei to enjoy the 
terror of the wauldrbe sportsman— one need 
not however, often volunteer these occasional 
ablutions; tiiey will occur of themselves, 
and, when you least expect them* As my 
brother Charles is generally . my compani<m 
in all sports upon land, so^ my brother James, 
is upon the water — not having the same relish 
for the fatigue of Deer ahooiting as for the 
saddle of a Prime Buck ; to which no man 
can pay his resp|^cts in greater style^ or 
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better uuderstaiiclg the due and relatiye pro- 
pwtions of the eurrant jelly and wine Bauce ; 
and woe betide the cook, i£ there be any 
onusaion on her port» of preparii^, cording, 
pasting and basting, when he invades her 
premises on a visit of inspection. 

For our third or fourth attempt at night 
fishing, we prepared by pulling our skiff a 
couple of miles up the river by day light, and 
when night came on, to use the sporting 
phrase, we tighied up^ and £Edling down the 
stream with excellent amusement, had taken 
about thirty Salmon, when being driven at a 
spanking rate by a smart current, we disoo~ 
vered, (but alas ! too late) that a tree had fiillen 
across the river against which the staff of the 
light-jack having struck, the skiff wheeled 
broadside to the stream, and the gunwale 
coming in contact with one of the branches, 
the capsize was as sudden as disastrous — every 
article* on board, our dear selves— ^the nume-» 
reus Salmon-^magazine of Firewood — axe 
rifle — ^brandy bottie — Light jack — all — in a 
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moment eemmitled to the deep !* t^-^Mosl'finv- 
tunately, however, we were Bot past ^lor^d^pthi 
but pretty nearly soi Floimderiiig about fai 
ottr blanket eoats for someitime, «nd haviBg 
at last gained the bank, our first lode out 
was for die skUf ; haviifg hauled iier on shore, 
and, with mueh groping^ reeorcfred one of the 
spears, onr next etertion ifM t& kindle a'fire, 
the night being tob daik £Nnfi • Ike 6ver 
hanging trees, to venture #0rward witblKitfl 
light In our dripping state this was % pio^ 
ject of very dubious result ; Ihit having luckily 
between us, a ffint aiui steel, at the sore ex- 
pense of oiff knuckled in t)ie dark, we at 
length succeeded in 49etting fire to' aii old tree ; 
and forming a torch with some burch^barfc^ 
we resolved on wallong honie, and vetuitiiiig 
in the momii^ for tiie reeovelrjr o£ our 

a{]^)aratUS. "'^- ■-♦••-'".-::•;::•.: 

* Here, however, the idea ^rf* being laughed 
at, shook our resolution ; were we^ uninjmred 
ia our persons, and unentided to. any serious 
sympathy, to caome back like drowning Ratisi^ 
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to tlie ftmily. fireside, di veiled too, of the 
produce of our- uiglitfs .}abour; how truly 
ludierous would be the eidlubition ? No,; 
it would nmrer do— we iCQuld uot. stwd the 
jibes and jeers, even of the.home piurty. 

BMolved^ therefore-— 

<< That, the -skiff be forthwith buuiched 
once more. 

That, the fishing light be renewed, and — 

That, jfche recovered q)ear be put,in inune* 
£ate reifuiaition to raise and j fish up our 
sundry pioperty, from the place of its iuuner- 
sion. 

Acting upon the spirit and principle, of 
the foregoing resolutions ; by means of the 
d^iff and spear, we brought up all the solid 
articles, except the brandy bottle, which, 
rolling off the prongs at every effort to 
ndse it to the skiff; my brother,) grievously 
disappointed, and suffering from the cold, 
determined on a desperate and final effort, 
and wading in, to the shoulders, upon touch- 
ing, with his foot, the object of solicitude, 

o 
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immediately dived and brought it safe to-- 
the akiff? — ^no — the land? — ^no — his mouth? 
yes — but not till he had removed both that, 
and the mouth of die botde into shallower 
water, and beyond Ihe risk of adnuxtare with 
that deteriorating element. He embraced 
his r^;ained companion with prolonged ardor, 
but had the charity to interrupt his draft by 
leaving me a comfortable potation, to which 
I paid my respects, witii great complacency. 
With renewed vigor we plied the axe — pre- 
pared the firewood — ^re-lighted the jack — and 
bound for home, picked up at every eddy, 
one or more of our lost salmon; bringing 
back, in triumph, after all, twenty^ren 
choice fish, being within three of the origi- 
nal number taken. 

There are otiier modes of night fishing:-— 
That practised by the Indians, from whom 
we derive our habits, differs horn the forego-^ 
ing, in two particulars only. 

First — Instead of the light-jack they make 
use of a slender pole, split at the top, so as 
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to receive a torch of birch bark, which, with 
respect to light, is equal to the former me- 
thod, but from the frequency of its renewal, 
is attended with infinitely more trouble. 

Secondly — Instead of a steersman at the 
stem, that situation is generally assigned to 
the gquooD. 

1 should be yery sorry that any fidr lady, 
who may intend, or be persuaded, to honor 
me with her hand, should suppose that Mrs. 
T. W. Magraih would be obliged to take her 
place at the stem of my canoe, upon such 

5 

occasions. 

In all other respects the Indian practice is 
the same with our's. 

Another method is that of erecting a stage 
or platform in the rirer; and supplying it with 
sufficient light, you spear the fish as they pass 
up. This often' affords tolerable sport, but 
rery inferior, in point of number, to the 
other modes. 

It is, however, much to be recommended 
to your fat and unwieldy fellows, who dislike 
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bong wet to tke ddn^ and enjoy a Am foot^ 
ing. The platfonn is «n mq>nivement on the 
Indian plan, (wkk the lame elgect^)! secu- 
rity,) of Ug^tiiig a firo on the bank, and 
Biriking. the fiah from iheaoe. 

There is <Hie other method to be remarked, 
whidi is that of catting a hole in the iee, of 
about eighteen inches diameter, and sitting 
over i^ rolled up in a blanket or buffiilo skin, 
with a line, and small hook baited with a grub 
taken from the inside of the pine bark. 
Trout is the chief fiah sought lor in this way; 
but you may occasionally hit with the spear 
the bass, the piduel, and the pike. 

Some dozens of trout have been often hooked 
through this aperture, when the ioe has been 
ten inches thick; a kind of sport whidi I 
never enjoyed, but which may be agreeable 
to those who^ as my countryman would say, 
" are very hot in themselves.*' 

The salmon fishing is, to me, the most 
agreeable. I have taken, in the river Credit, 
in spring, within twenty yards of our hall 
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door, as fine fish as I ever met in Ireland, as 
firm and fiiU of curd as if within ten miles of 
the sea, instead of ^ve hundred^* ' 

It }s 9tiU a matter of doubt with some, 
whetk^r 4lie salmon of Lake Ontario visit die 
oeean every year, or not My o]^ion is, ihxSt 
aocordiag to the natural histiHy of tihat fish, 
they must do sow It is only in the waters 
that communicate with the sea they are to be 
found. No salmon was ever seen in any river 
or lake above the Falls of Niagara; indeed it 
would be, as the Yankee expresses it, ** pretty 
considerable of a jump for himJ^ 

Mullet (a very bad fish,) are to be taken 
in vast numbers, I have speared them till I 
could hold the spear no longer. When they 
come up the river to spawn, they are taken 
in hundreds by the net They are still worse 
at that season, but by some are thought worth 
being salted and packed in barrels for fu- 
ture consumption. 

The fish of the lakes are salmon, salmon 



300 AUTHENTIC LETTERS. 

trout, herring, piekrel, catfish, pike, white 
fish and madbmonge ; the two latter are of 
superior quality. 

These may be treated of in future; but 
though I have confined myself in this respect 
to the fish of the river, I think I have fur- 
nished you with a pretty good dish for one 
letter, which, in compassion to you and myself, 
I will now condttde. 

I remain, my dear Sir, 

Yom^s, &c. &c 

T. W. Magrath. 
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LETTER XX. 



Extrtici of a letter from Thos, Radeliff\ Esq, 
to hii Ageni m Dublin. 



Adelaide, Caradoc, London Districty 
Upper Canada, Feb. 1838. 



Dear Sir, 
In August last I wrote to you, from 
Toronto, directing the manner in which 
you should forward my remittances ; this is 
February, and as I have not heard in reply, I 
begin to entertain some apprehension that you 
never received my letter, although I sent it 
by New York, and post paid it so fat. The 






a02 AUTHENTIC LETTEB8. 

object of tfais 18 to trouble yoa with some com- 
missions, as every thing of British maniifac- 
ture, is here nearly doable the price it is in 
the mother country. 

Considering aU things, we are now very 
comfortably settled, sdd should .have little to 
complain of, if the state of the roads would 
permit me to haul my luggage up from the 
lake ; but the mildness of the winter prevents 
this, as there has not yet been* sufficient fipost 
and snow to admit of deighing.. . 

What renders this settlement peculiarly 
agreeable is th« cjrcuiQgtapce of its being 
mostly peopled by British; many of them, 
femilies of respectability, living within a few 
minutes walk of me. We are m&king rapid 
advances as to nunbexs iaoA improvement; 
when the resources a# tl^eomtvy ars* more 
fully developed, ^dging &ma whait has been 
don^ in so short a time,) there k every reason 
to look forward to the fiitiBe with the liappiefft 
anticipations from tiie ifiidtrntry and mterprise 
of the emigraatb. Last July, this township 
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was a wilderness witKout liabitatioii ;' there' 
are now upwards of two thousand inha))itiait8^ 
and housel^ WithM' ever/ half "^tnflfe adoiiig^ the 
road. A village has commenced alriesidjr^ 
there are seven houses, two of them shops ; 
an hotel, and post-office are in progress — the 
parsonage was beg^ last week, and the church 
will be finished in Spring. A family which 
had been attached to some choir in England, 
has arrived here, with capital voices and good 
instruments, so that even your practised ear 
would acknowie3ge the merit of the perform- 
ance, in that branch of our service. 

It would astonish you to see the facility 
with which they knock down inmiense trees 
in this country. I have abeady thirty acres 
cleared. 

Whenever you have a sufficient sum of 
money, lodge it to my credit in the house of 
Messrs. Thos. Wilson and Co. of Wamford 
Court, Throgmorton-street, London, Agents 
for the bank of Upper Canada; as money 
lodged with them, on the bank account, will 

o5 
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be paid by the bank of York, with benefit of 
exdiange. 

Bank stodt is now upwazds of twelve -pei 
cent.* 

« * * * * # 

T. R. 



* Tbis ihort eztiact is given as the latest infonnatioD 
received fipom the letttement at Adelaide. 
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CONCLUDING REMARKS. 



The Editor has taken a great liberty in 
publishing the foregoing correspondence with 
undisguised signatures. 

He feels that he need plead no other excuse 
to the writers, than his wish to furnish tlie 
information conveyed in their letters, in a 
manner the most satisfactory and authentic. * 

* It is but fair towards the correspondents to state that 
those letters were written, without the most distant idea 
on their part, that they were to meet the public eye— an 
accurate diary has been kept, with that view, by another per- 
son of the same family, which has not yet arrived ; but from 
which* Extracts may hereafter be given. Mr. Magrath 
means also to publish, very soon, Canadian Scenery and 
Field %K)Tts, on an extended scaled 
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Though they may not abound with the 
statistics of the new Country, they cannot 
be whotty devoid of matter interesting to all 
who turn their thoughts to Upper Canada, 
especially to those related to, or acquainted 
with the partii^j V^hose judgm^nl; knd ' cGscre- 
tion they can appreciate, and whose track 
they may safely follow in forming similar 
settlements. 

Information communicated by various cor- 
respondents, though desultory,, may not it is 
hoped, be the less attractive ; csu*e has been 
taken to exclude repetitions, and the order of 
the subject matter, has been preferred to the 
consecHtive arrangement of dates. 

It may be right here to refer to one or two 
points, upon which erroneous opinions seem 
to have been formed. The first is, as to the 
supposed high price of labour which has often 
alarmed, if not deterred the purchasing Emi- 
grants; whilst the lower classes, who lock 
to excessive wages, ^have been as Aequentiy 
disappointed — a chief cause of this error is. 
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that few jnake a true diatmotion between the 
Bomiiial psice of lahaucMn the States^ aiid 
in Canada ; the PoUar in' the ionnet^ being 
Eight shilUngs, in the latter. but ^tv. Sa 
that a calqulation on the . yafaie ef Idknir in 
either case^ |)articlilarly in the fint^ .^anst ntb* 
lead ; us, ev^nin Gmada the fire s}i]ttiagDolIar 
is but ab0utf<mr shillings anlsui pence btitish; 
The, hard*wofking labourer^ thoweirer, is sue 
of a.&ir reiannexationy but toor^ihe'mdaH^ 
or he will, not. be. employed; on. this extra 
work turns also the eijualization. of. wages, be'i 
tween the x>ld and the new. country. The. daily 
w^es at the goyemmentwoffcs,' being Ss. 4d. 
with rations — (v. letter 9.) — must be a guide 
to thepidoe. of labour .generally, though it 
may vary with chaise tofcarcumstanoes.: 

At Toronto^ near l^ork, day wageslare two 
shillings and six pence cash, thsee shillingti 
store, i. e. by an order for provisions — ^and these 
rates are very general. The rations, or diet, 
however good, are there very unexpensive, 
and when it is taken into consideration, that a 
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greater munber of hours are occupied in the 
days labour than with us, and a stoppage made 
for any portion of the time, during whidi 
that is suspended, either fr<»n idleness, or from 
necessity; and when the skill of the workman, 
which enables him to perform his task in a 
shorter time, is also considered, it will be 
found that the disparity between Canadian, 
and British yalue of labour is very small 
indeed ; and so with Servants' wages — suppose 
a general &rm Servant at £25 per annum : 
this cannot be thought dear, when he is fed 
so cheaply, and clothes himself. This state- 
ment may tend to remove error, as to these 
points. 

The Editor is also anxious to advert to 
the Indian settlement mentioned in letter 
13. The document referred to in page 207 
is as follows : 
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Report of the state of the Indians on the River 
Credit^ Toumship of Toronto^ Upper Canada^ 
presented to the Lord Bishop of Qudfecj 
by the Rev* James Magrathy Missionary. 
March, 182a 

<< Those Indians, consisting of about 200 
souls, are a part of the tribe of Missessa- 
guas ; to whom, a large portion of the upper 
part of this province formerly belonged. 
About four years ago, they were wandering 
Pagans, without any fixed habitation. In 
1823, they were collected on the grand river 
by Mr. Peter Jones, assisted by his brother 
John, who are Wesleyan Methodists. These 
pious men taught the Adults by rote, by 
frequent repetitions, the first principles of 
Christianity, as they were too far advanced in 
years to learn to read and write. They were 
taught the creed, the Lord's Prayer, and the 
commandments ; as soon as they were con- 
verted, they were sensible of the evils attendant 
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on their former ignorant and wandering state. 
They began to work, which )^ey^ m^^^^ h^d 
done before. They perceiy^d the advantages 
of cultivating the soil— ihey totally gave up 
drinking) to which they had been strongly 
addicted; they became industrious, sober, 
and usefuL The government in 1826, built 
a handsome village for them on the River 
Credit, consisting of twenty houses, they have 
built seven more themselves; they have a 
Meeting-house whichis also used as a School 
house for the boys, th^fe is another school 
house for th^ gii^lis^ aiid It hfe^usefor ik^t^ 
sident Missionary. Hey ate ' anzioiis that 
some trades people ishould be established in 
the village, and the boyft instructed by tihenk 
They have two yoke of Oxen in common, 
and seven yoke private property f twelve 
cows, six horses, four 'ploughs, four sle^hs 
and one waggon; ]a6t year they cultivated 
thirty-five acres of land. They have about 
two thousand acres round the village-^-4hirty 
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five boys attend ^hooI^-Mr. John Jones is 
Master, with a salary from the Mediodist 
Missionary Society ; at first he had but £30 
per annum : this year, it has been increased 
to £60. H^ receives ho remuneration from 
his pupils, or from/aoy other quarter* About 
thirty six girls are in t^e fem^'e school, Miss 

4 

Sillick, Mistress, without any fixed salary as 
yet; the children in both schools are in^ 
structed in reading, writing, and arithmetic ; 
and in the Bible, and Church Catechism. 
The girls are taught sewing and knitting ; 
they wish jfuuk to, gel spiswBg wheek; the 
school Mistress told me that bis E;s:ceUency 
the Goveraor, haa oxder^ithesa a. supply of 
BlUes and Testaounte^ The .pulpit tod 
desk aie open to any- Clergyman of the esta- 
blished Church who may choose to addrels 
them. Mr« Peter JoBfei^ (wk^ ^th' his 
brother, are half-bred In^bns^ and «peak tlio 
Indian language fluendy^)* is.good-eaiQiigb 
to int^retsjfpr W?» 'M almftrtJ^ tt^ wo^P» 
ai^d about op^ fourth of the i^en, (^i^Qt;^)^ 
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Englub. I visit the villa^ aboat twice a 
month, n^ien my health permits. 



'iait of Fars 
In tillige 



Si«u if Pom >- 1828— j 


I«taUg«. . . 


Sftacro 


Oxen in oommoD 


2 joke 


Oxenprinto . 


7 4o. 


Com . . . 


12 


Hone* . . 


6 


Plough. . . 


4 


aeigh. . . 


A 


Ww» . . 


1 



OMoaiapnnU, 



6 do. 



Hotttei laUbf built by &e ItuUom: 

A Work-house for all Trades, 
A Saw-mill, 

A Store for Merchants on the River. 
N. B. They manafactiiTe Gloves, Mo- 
camns, and Baskets — best Gloves of Deer 
skin, 78. 6d. a pur. 

Mr. Peter Jones, has published seven 
hapters of St Mathew in the Chippewa 
an^e — Mr. John Jones, is translating the 
Tospel o[ St John. The moral and religious 
nprovement of the Indians may chiefly be 
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attributed to those two men. It would be 
highly injurious to the converts, in my 
opinion, were tuiy attempts made by the 
clergy of the Episcopal Church, to shake 
iheir confidence in the Messrs. Jones, who 
have a decided advantage in being able to 
preach to them in their native language. 

ISSl-^EMtcAKshed by the Society of 
Methodists. 

Resident Missionary, Rev. Geo. Ryerson, 
School Master, Mr. Edwy Ryerson, 
School Mistress, Miss Eliza Rolph. 

September, 1881. 

James Magrath.'' 

The Editor trusts, that the foregoing will 
be considered an interesting docimient, as to 
the fiicility and good effects of civilization, 
when undertaken with zeal, and continued 
with perseverance. 

He will not obtrude fisurther, than by 
extracting some information from excellent 
authorities in tiie form of a brief appendix. 
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wluefa may be useliil as to the cost of labour, 
culture and stack, aild as tending to prove 
the genenQ excellence of Upper Canada, and 
the partLcular advan^^es. of tlie DilJtnct' 
in which 'his friends are settted.' " '^^ 



i.' 
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APPENDIX. 



LABOUR. 



Wages, per day, 2b. 6d. with diet. 
Working hours: from light to dark, in Winter; from 
six o'clock to dusk, in Summer. 



Cost of preparing one acre of undeared land for wheat.* 
Clearing by task work, 13 dollars - - - jgd 5 



Particular cost of each frranch of the clearing process. 

Cfao]^ing, 6 dollars, - - £1 10 Of 
Fencing, 3 ditto, - - 15 

Burning 4 ditto, - - 10 

— - jea 5 

I 

* This Taries from 18 to 17 dollars per acre ; aocordiog to eircum. 
stances ; 18 being the usual charge. 

t This raries, according to the kind of timber, from 5 to 7 dollars. 
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Co9t tf ffodmemg, mid ddmenMg prodiiet of one acre 

cf wkmL 

Cleving £350 

Seed, 1^ bushel, iit&. . - 7 6 

Hmowing before and after sowing - 5 

Crwfling 6 3 

Binding and Stookiiig - - - 3 

Dnwinghome .... 30 

Threshing and winnowing - - 15 

Profisions to labourers - - - 10 

Delireiy 020 

ie5 16 9 

Add the purchase of one acre - - 10 

Total cost - - - je6 6 9 



PROCEEDS. 

Thirty-fiye bushels wheat, at 5s. per - i£8 15' 
Deduct cost as above .... 669 



Netproft onfintyear* - - .£2 8 3 



Communicated by T. W. Magrath, Esq. Township of 
Toronto. 



• The remit of Mtoal Experiment. 
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Q. Best season for chopping ? 

A. July and August — The stumps decay the sooner. 

Q. What time occupied in clearing one acre, by a given 
number of hands, stating the number ? 

A. One man should chop an acre of even land in six dajrs, 
and with the assistance of a yoke of oxen and another man 
for one day, should bum and dear it in six more. 

Q. Season for wheat sowing ? 

A. November or ApriL 

Q. Quantum of seed? 

A. FVom 1 to 1} busheL 

Q. Quantum of produce ? 

A. From 25 • to 35 bushels. 

Q. Are horses and oxen to be procured for hire, and at 
what rate per day, including driver ? 

A. Oxen and driver, Ss. dd. per day; horses and waggon, 
7s. 6d. to 10s. according to the season of the year ; much 
dearer in Harvest than Winter. 

Q. Prices of stock ? 

A. Work horses, each» from - £12 10 to j815 
Trained Oxen, for the pair 
Untrained ditto, ditto, from £5 to - 
Cows (springers) each, from £4 to 
Cows (dry) ditto £3 to 

Sheep, - 5s. 10s. and 

Hogs, per cwt according to size 12s. 6d. to 

Q. Manures in use ? 

A. Farmyard Manure^ for potatoes. G^pncm, which 
is supposed to be formed by vitriolic springs acting on a cal> 
careous subsoil, 'used as an approved manure. 

« TUB, in modtrate solL—In Hm ridb bate, from 25, to SO 
Biithe]t..^yide p. 108. 
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Q. Qaantnm per acre ? 

A. If on light sandy soil, at the rate of three bushels by 

the acre. 

Q. Price per bushel ? 

A. It is sold in powder at 128. 6d. per busheL 
Q. The ground being cleared of stumps, what are the sea- 
sons, for sowing, culture, and rotation of the various crops? 
A: In most respects the seasons are nearly the same as in 
England ; the culture ought to be so, and is improving ; the 
rotations are adUbitum, accordmgto soil and market; wheat 
is considered the mon^ fnaking crop; maize, the most 
valuable for the farm purposes. 

Q. The system to be pursued after the first yeai's crop ? 
A. He that wishes to improve his land for the permanent 
advantage of himself and children, or to preserve it in a 
profitable state for his own occupation or for sale, will not 
pursue tiie system of his cropping the same land year after 
year from the time of clearing ; but will rather undertake 
to clear a new portion every year, sowing grasses in the for- 
mer one, which has borne one crop of wheat — ^not to be 
reverted to till the stumps are perfectiy decayed. Titnothy 
grass, is that in general use. The British and Irish varieties 
are much wanted. White clover is indigenous in Canada, 
therefore should be sown largely. 

Q. How often are work horses shod in the year ? 

A. About three times, with occasional removes. 

Q. Are oxen shod— and how often? 

A. They are one set of shoes is in general sufficient for 

the year. 

Smith's work is very expensive, and very inconvenient to 
get done, which is the cause of many working their horses 
without shoes. 
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All the foregoing prices are in HaUifax currency which 
makes a dillerenoe of 15 per cent. 

CANADA, (upper.) 

" Lies between the parallels of 4lo 47* and 49o of N. 
latitude, and extends westward, from 74<> 90' W. Longi- 
tude, of Greenwich. It is bounded on the S. by the 
United States, on the N. by the Hudson's Bay territory, and 
the Grand or Ottawa river ; on the E. by the province of 
Lower Canada; and on the W. its limits are not easy to 
ascertain. They may perhaps, fairly be considered to be 
formed, by the head waters of the rivers and streams that 
fall into Lake Superior, at or about the height of land on 
the Grand Portage, in longitude IIT^ W. The vast 
section of country appertaining to the British dominions to 
the W. and N. W. of this point, is generally known by the 
denomination of the Western Country or the North West 
Indian Territories. It is divided into eleven districts, 
twenty six counties, and six ridings, comprising together, 
273 townships, besides various large tracts of reserved land, 
and Indian Territory. Baucheite, p. 68 and 65." 

From Caiermok, on the adoantagea ofEimgraHon to the 

Canada% May, 1831. 

Page 2. — '< For the purpose of Agriculture the Upper 
Province is decidedly preferable — the climate being much 
milder." 

Page 7. — " A further reason for advising ail who think of 
the Canadas, to go direct to the Upper Province is, that 
Lower Canada is too hot in Summer, and cold in winter, 

P 
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to soil the geseial Mite and coiuftilutKi* of the Bngli0fa 
EmignntB." 

Page 9. *' The western part of Upper Canada is de. 

ddedly the finest portion of Britiah America that I have 
geen> particularly along the side of Dundas-street, for 90 or 
40 miles on both sides of the road— all this extensive trapt 
of country will produce Wheat Crops, I think better in 
quality, and more abundant thaa the opposite shores of 
Ohio, and Michigan ; and is not behind Pensylvania in |Hro- 
ductiveness, although a much older statfr-rthe lai>d in 
Canada lying rather higher £com the lake." 

Extracts from Statistical sketches of Up^ Canaday 
hy d Backwoodsman. 

Page T7 ** HdViog pA thnm^ the amU poition of 

secottd-i«te lakid, we now come to te garden of (naniida>^ 
die London aad Western dislnBlB^ Tlus countiy- oooupies 
folly «ie4hiiil of the wiule province, Udd tiwre k moi 
onlhftconlmeniof Amerfioaao largeatraeloliiiieKco|fliott^ 
aUe kad. The aofl seems to have been kid down 1^ file 
water; for it is baaed on limestone t«di^.^4heii doiliMa 
stratum of day^^-^md genendlyy between lihat and dbe monkK 
there is a layer of gravel, of greater or less thinkness. The 
soil on the surfooe is of « lotiny deeco^tioioK-^SDmatimes 
sandy and sometimes clayey, but m every case highly 
productive." 

P^e.7d. — "The timber is such, as in this oount^ in- 
dicates the best land ; and it is necessary that you should, 
in the choice of land, be aware of what kind of timbered 
land is the best A mixture of maple, bass wood (a kind 
of lime,) elin, and cherry, indicates the very b^t soils ; 
•~(v. letfet 9.) — an intermixture of beech is no objection ; 



APPBNtttX. 321 

«Hi blaek walnut is foimd (m &«t rale w^ils. Snt if beech 
hd 1h^ enfy utod, m ike f r«f«leiit eMv you may be tuve 
^Mtfa^Milk tight. PSne gro>«rft on Stody «oil, «a often 
does Osk, imd «l«mys ehestnvit.'* 8ee fiopflon, Puinell, 
fteming. 

Pag<M 78^iiid TO*.-^*" The gretrft and appeemnee of the 
timber, as well as (be tpeftiei will enable yett to judge ef 
the nature of the soil. In the best soils, the timber is large, 
tall, and with a broad-spread bushy top, the bark, clean, and 
without moss, U in addition to this ^ou find weeds, par- 
ticularly a laige «peeies of nettle, taller than yourself, and 
that tiie trees rise out of the ground at once^ like a broom- 
stick, without at all displaying those roots which Gray calls 
* wild fantastic,' and which poets and painters adn^ire, but 
Canadkn fiHrman abominate — ^you will find you have got 
a lioh deep inexhaustible aoil^^wiiere, if you sow wheat 
the first year, XixAsaa you #at it doym with your stock in 
spring, you will have a orop of strjaw, but, if you adopt tiie 
above-reconunendad preoautioni you may ceunt on a return 
of from thirty te forty buih^ per act^^^^v. letter 9.) 
The great majorily of the Undf of this division are of this 
description. 

" The markets of Canada for farm produce are, and must 
be, l>etter than those of the United Staters ; for, Canadian 
com is admitted into both Bdtish and West Indian ports, 
on much more advantageous terms than foreign grain, 
and the taxes on articles required for the consumpt of the 
Inhabitants, are not one-twelfth so great in Canada, as in 
the United Stales. Thus, afi British goods pay at Quebec, 
only 2} per cent, ad voZor^m, whilst at any American port, 
they pay from 93| to 60 per cent. 
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I^^^ lis. — Although the neeeaaries of life are chetp 
in Anerici^ and equally cheap in Canada, the luxuries of 
life are higher^ by aevenl hundred per cent, in the one 
country, than the other. Thus, wine in the United States 
is so highly taxed, that in a tavern at New YoA, you pay 
more for a bottle of Afadeira than in one at London, vie. 
five dollars — and fifteen shillings for port." 



Comparative view of the DtOies, payable on articles of 
European Manufacture, consumed m the United States, 
and in the British North American Cohmes, — (A^usted 
to the new Tariff of 183a) 



BamsH AKiaicA. 



VVmi) 8TATB8* 



AdVa. 
Woollen OoodB (per cent) U 

Cotton Goods S 

Silk Goods 2 

linen Goods 2 

Leather Goods 2 

Emrtiienwsre andChinn.... 2 

Hardware 2 

Iron and Steel Manofactores 2} 
Iron in bars or sheets, Ca-l ^ 

>^* m u • • J 



bles. Anchors, &c. 



Salt 



free 



AdVa. 

10 to 75 (per cent) 
25 to 125 
5 to 40 

ME 

30 to 100 
20 to M 

25 to ao 

10 to 128 

100 to 200 

^bd. per bnshel, besides a State 

{, excise of 6|a> 



1 was much impressed with a favorable opinion of the 
the great Huron tract, from the fact that many steady Dutch 
settlers, in the possession of old productive farms near York, 
were, at the period of my visit, disposing of their property 
and removing to Goderich ; a change which the calculating 
Dutchman would not have rashly adopted without pretty 
reasonable prospects of bettering himself to a considerable 
amount The township of Goderich contains about 400 
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ittUbifnito alfeidy; md wy«vai Dvtoli tedlSoi ifiom the 
fleighboidiiood <if YoiIe, Ii«?6 «o1A, or •!« «A<leMm>«nng to 
#^tliek«ulti¥*l»d«id««llii«Ueliu«i» «idlui^e pifrclMned 
iMidi frMft ^e oompny In dw flurob tnust About 6000 
«eMB h«re Ve^«>ld ^ela fnthe neighiboiiilMed df tSode- 
r^witUn iw ^m mst'mmiim.-'-'Prwtieai N^taby Adam 



HURON. 



A large trtct of country in the London dirtrict, bounded 
on the W; 1^ Lake Huron, purchased of the crown by the 
Canada Company. 

If you have no particular motives to induee you to settle 
in one part of t!he provhice» more than anolliery I would 
recommend to you the Canada Company's Huron Tract, 
and for the fottowSng reasons : — 

Ist. The land, as t sha!! have occasion to show, is equal 
to any in the province, and supeiior to much the greater 
part of it. 

9d. The very great ettent of land (nearly eleven hundred 
ihooAnd acres) gives the tettter «m extensive power of selec- 
tion, which he does not possess in any other part of the 
province; and when a community, however numerous, 
comes out, Ihciy are enabled to settle together, without any 
other party iisterfering with them. * 

9d. It possesses numerons streams capable 6f driving 
any given quantity of madiinery, whether for mills, manu- 
factories, or farming purposes, and it has water-conveyance 
to carry away produce. 

♦ Vide Preface. 
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4. Being from ISO to 400 feet above tlie level of Lake 
Huron, it it heallhyy and the prevalent winds, the north- 
weat, west, and louth-west, blowing over the lake, whidi, 
from itB depth, never froeses, temper the rigour of the 
winter froits and summer heat; and the snow, which 
has always hitherto fallen in sufficient quantity to afford 
good winter roads, prevents the frosts from getting into 
the ground, so that the moment it melts the spring com- 
mences, and the cattle have pasture in the woods fully three 
weeks sooner than in the same parallel of latitude on the 
shores of Iiake Ontario — a great advantage to the farmer 
under any circumstances, but an invaluable privilege to a 
new settler, whose chief difficulty is to procure feeding for 
his stock during winter. 

The Company has made good roads through the tract ; 
and this regulation, by making every farm be opened 
towards the road, not only keeps them so, from letting in 
the sun and air upon them, but secures the residence of 
of eight families on every mile of the road, by whose statute 
labour it can be kept in the very best repair. 

It has been objected by some, that this tract of country 
is out of the worlds but no place can be considered is that 
light, to which a steam boat can come ; and on this conti- 
nent, if you find a tract of good land, and open it for sale, 
the world will very soon come to you. Sixteen years ago 
the town of Rochester, (in the United States,) consisted of 
a tavern and a blacksmith's shop — ^it is now a town contain- 
ing upwards of 16,000 inhabitants. 

The first time the Huron tract was ever trod by the foot 
of a white man, was in the sununer of 1827 ; next summer 
a road was commenced, and that winter, and in the ensuing 
spring of 1829, a few individuals made a lodgment : now 
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it contains upwards of 600* iwhafaitantB, with tavemsy shops, 
stores, grist and saw miOs, and every kind of convenience 
that a new settler can requite ; and if the tide of emigration 
continues to set in as strongly as it has done, in ten years 
from this date, it may be as thickly settled as any part of 
America— fo)r Goderich has water powers quite equal to 
Rochester, and the surrounding country possesses much 
superior soil.^^B<HsfttooodSnuoi' p. 28, ffc 



Extract from the Monireal Gazette^Nov. dOUi, 1892. 

The new township of Adelaide in the London District, 
containing 80,000 acres, which five months ago, was a com- 
plete desert, without house, or inhabitant, now possesses a 
population of 1,600, with leading roads, and numerous 
buildings, which, though rude, will afford a comfortable 
shelter to their inmates, until time permits better ones to be 
erected. In the districts of Grore, and Niagara, and every 
part of the country lying west of them, back to Goderich 
and Fort Erie, extensive purchases of land have been made 
by emigrants of property, and many new stores opened, 
among which, we are informed, is a wholesale one at Simcoe, 
by Mr. Fuller, on an extensive scale ; and there are still 
many emigrants in quest of land, and situations for busi- 
ness, who have not yet located themselves. It is evident, 
that the emigration of last season, has done more for the 
western parts of this province, than the ten preceding years : 
the emigrants being of a more wealthy class, in general, 
than any that preceded them ; and the number greater than 
in any former season. 

^ In February, 1833, the Township of Adehdde alone, (an uninha. 
bited forest in July, 1832,) contained 2000 inhabitants— vide Letter 20. 

Editok. 
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B«t d» H«MB, a «M0t nhinli cxteaAi over 1,100,000 
in Ae Louden dklricl, be«d« ti« fltwji* »w>om«icii. 
d«tk« wludi il i«eitei Aom ilM jpropertMiB it pM»«« ill 
oo«m« iiith otf»ttM4% hoMf fofth to to faim« 
canM, to«ddiliaMdiBilne«mc«tof diMpl«id;aiid«ten 
in A«t rt^ote^WBter, artlieiiwhomriBe^hoieerf -tM- 
tioM o« to ««ert kfce tof <ittft waiw, «fffc w)t cut off (Mm 
the benefits of tMigtSm, ag it c«M«an««teB wiHi to At- 
lantic through Lakes Erie and Ontario — Evans* Emigrani's 

Directory, p. 7L 

tlie ^tole tM0t is dHtfnil ki te f«nMlioii> andthewr- 

faoe SB ft deep ftad lieh v^tabte iiotdd» sonetoes iioler. 
mixed with a rich sandy k«a^ hi^ilyfertilB m its 1^^ 
.^eKtensive quanieaof lime stone ara to be found in various 
parte of this profiaee ; Hreestone as ooeasionBUy £Mnd on 
to shores of to Ufcc8,»--Zdb». p. 14&. 
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ECCLESIASTICAL DEPARTMENT. 

CLERGY OF THB ESTABLISHED CHUECH OP 
ENGLAND, 1892. 

The HoBoraUe vuX Sight Beverend Charles Jaaoee Stewart, 

D. P. Lord Bish<^ of Quebec 
The Veft««d))e Gecitrge 0*SiU Stuart, L. L. IX Anhdeacen of 

Klngstott. 
Tbe Ho»onft>le 4m} VeneiaUe Johft Stratoii> B. D. Acdh- 

deaoon of York. 
Domestic Chaplain, (fc — Reverend Robert D.Cartwright, A.M. 
Visiting Miswmary to the Diocese. — Rev. 6. Archbold. 
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EASTERN DISTRICT. 

ii£^u^ !«. 5^^' F' Myers. 

Matuaoy fifc. I j^^ jj Robertson, AssUtant Mimster. 

WiBamalnargh and ( Rev* J* G. Weagant 

Omabrvcky \ Rev. F. Mack, AwtstaiU JUmufer. 

Oomiraff, 4-c. I ^ J. L. Atezander, CWrate. 

BATHURST DISTRICT. 
Perthy ifc — Rev. M. Harris, A. M. 
Beckunthy ^c.->Rev. R, Harte, A. B. 
Ridunond, ^c — Rev. R. Short, 
Marchi ^c — (Vacant.) 



JOHNSTOWN DISTRICT. 

C Rev. J. Wenham, Chaplain to the Lord Bishop, 
BrockvtUey \ (absent.) 

C Rev. — Gunning, (in temporary chaige.) 

Prescot, ffc, — Rev. R. Bhikey. 

Yonge, ffc — Rev. R« Elms. 

Oxford and Marlborough^ ^c — Rev. H. Patton. 

MIDLAND DISTRICT. 

jr. . 5 Rev. G. O. Stuart, L. L. D. 

iLwgaumy ^ ^^ ^ Handcock, A. M. Assistant Minister. 

Bath, Emntoum, ^c — Rev. J. Stoughton. 

Ado^huatpwn, ffc — Rev. J. Deacon. 

HaBoweB, f^e* — Rev. William Macaulay. 

BdleviUe, ^~Rev. T. Campbell. 

Carrying Place, ( Township of Murray) j-c— Rev. J. Crier. 

NEWCASTLE DISTRICT. 

Cb&otiry, jfc.— Rev. A. N. Bethune. 
Pwi Hope, jrc-*Rev. O. Coglan, A. B. 



Cavm, jrc— Rev. J* TIiobmoq* 
Peterhanmgkf jpc — Rev. 8. Amour. 

York, 4-g-«wHpii» and ReT. J. <StrscliWB« 0. D. Archdeacon of 

York. 

Toronto, ^«..^Rev« h Afqiath. 

JforA^m aiiJ Vaugkam, — Rev. P. Majerhoffer. 

AncasUr, Barton, t ^^- ^* MSUer, M, A. and 

Hamilton, and JDwtdas, { Rev. R. Leelnilip. 

HtMioNarieff to the Six^Nation { Rev, ft. huggne, and 
Jfidiaiia on CAe Grand Biver, X Rev. A. NeUes. 

NIA0ARA DISTRICT. 

Niagaraf^-Bey^ T. Craan, . 

Chippema, Stati^brd, tend Qmetutown, — Rev, W« Leeming, 

Orwuby, jrc— 'Rev. R. Grout 

St. Catherines, jfc— Rev. J. Clarke, A. M. 

Waterloo, Fort Srie, ffc, — Rev. J. Anderson. 

LONDO^f 6TSTM€T. 

St Thonuu, jrc.-*-Rev. M. )3urn)iam, A. 5. 
Woodhottse, jfc — Rev. F. flvaiis. 
London, jfc— Rev. £. J, Boswell. 

WSa^ftftN DtiSTRICT. 

AmheradmrsfK jfc — Rev. R. Rolph. 
Sandtnch, — Rev. William Johnston. 
Chatham, jrc-.Rtifr. T« Mttriey. 
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ROMAN CATHOLIC CLBBGV IN UPPER CANADA. 

Gkngarryf~~BJ^i Reyerend Alexander M'DoneU, Bishop 

of Kingston. 

Rer, John M^Donell, > cy^w^w. 
Rev. James Campion, 3 *^ 

Rev, — Dempsey, Secretary^ 

St Andrews and Cornwall, — Rev. William FVaser, Rector. 

Prescot and BrockvilU, — Rev. Timothy O' Meant, 

Bytown, — Rev, Angus McDonald, 

Perth, — Rev. John M'Donell, 

XT' ^ \ Very Rev. W, P. McDonald, 
Kingston, | j^/ ^ ^alor, 

HattoweU and Marmora, — Rev, Midiasl Brennan, 
Peterborough, — Rev, James Crowley, 
York,^\eTj Rev. W. J. 0»Grady, 
Toronto and Aetata, — Rev. Edward Gordon, 
Niagara, Chu^h and Dundas, — Rev. John Cullen, 
Amherstinirgh, ^c. — Rev. J. Fluett, 
Sandtcich and Bochester, — Rev, Joseph Crevier, 



* The late appointments by the Government to the Rec- 
tories of the new Townships, have not yet been communi- 
cated officially. — Edjtok, 
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As the varioiu expenditures for difierent purposes, (thougk 
minutely stated,) are, firom the nature of the publication 
scattered through the correspondence— some of the chief 

shall, be recapitulated here, in a more condensed form 

Ennoa. 

£ 8. d. 

Total cost from Liverpool to a settlement in 
Upper Canada, with comfortable aocommo» 
dation for nine persona, being at the rate of 
jei5 per each indiyiduaL - - - 1S5 



Total cost including the above, and also, pur-> 
chase of 200 acres, clearing 10. Building 
Frame-house and OiBces-i-some Furniture, 
Seed, Implements, Tools and some stock. - 421 17 4 



Total Expenditure of settling in the Bush 178 



Total Expenditure of settling on a Farm 
with 10 acres cleared and House &c. built - 207 



The Editor takes the liberty of inserting the following 
tables from that inimitable compendium by Martin Doyle, 
upon Emigration — 1892. Upon comparing them with the 
information he has himself obtained, and with other late 
publications— ^tlTey appear to him to be correctly stated. 

Q 
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Mow to arrive mt Upper CoModa, hy New York, and ai 

what cost. 



' 




Steerage. 


Cabin* 




From Brislol to New York, - 


£5 10 





^25 








— . Liverpool 


ditto, . - 


5 





ao 








— Dublin, 


ditto. 


4 10 











— Cork, 


ditto, - - 


4 10 





20 








From Limerick, 


to New York- 


£4 10 











— Sligo, 


ditto, - - 












— Londonderry^ 


, ditto, 












_ Belfast, 


ditto, - - 












— Greenock, 


dittto, - . 


5 10 





25 








— New York to 


Albany, - 


6 


9 








— Albany to Buflhlo Point, by 












Canal Boat, 


- - - 


2 











•^ Buffalo Point to any part of the 










Canadian side 


., proyisions included 18 












The Bates by Qw^bec. 

Steerage. Cabin. 

From Bristol to Quebec. . X4 10 £15 

— Liverpool, to ditto, - - 4 15 

— DubUn, to ditto, - - I 10 12 

— Cork, to ditto, - - 2 10 12 
-. New Rost and Waterford, to do. 2 10 10 
_ Limerick, to ditto. - - £2 to 2 10 12 

— Sligo, to ditto, - ^ 2 10 12 
-_ Londonderry, to ditto, - 1 10 12 

— Belfast, to ditto - 1 10 10 10 

— Greenock, to ditto, . - 3 10 15 
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Pft>visioii8 for each adult from any of the English ports 
may be estimated for the poorest person, at £4, From 
Scotch ports, ^3 10s. From Irish ports, ^1 10s. 

From Quebec to York. 

To Montreal, Steam-boat - j£0 7 6 

— Prescot— .Durham do. - 6 3 

— York - - . . 10 

WAGES BOABD NOT FOUND. 

Stone Masons earn from Gs. Sd. to 7s. 6d. a day. 
Bricklayers, 7s. 6d. to Ss. 9d. a day, or ISs. 6d. to l^s 

per thousand bricks kdd. 
Brickmakers, 5s. to 7s. 6d. per day. 
Plaisterers, 78. 6d. a day, or 9d. to lOd. per square yard of 

work. 
Carpenters and Joiners, 6s. Sd. a day. 
Cabinet-makers, 7s. 6d. a day. 
Sawyers, 7s. 6d. a day, or 7s. 6d. per 400 feet of pine. 

And 86. dd. ,^^ oak. 

Painters and Glaziers, 5s« a day. • 
Coopers, 68. dd. to 7&. 6d, 
Shipwrights, 7s, 6d. to 10s, 
Blacksmiths 56. 
Wheelwrights, 58. 
Waggon-makers, 5s. 
Saddlers, 56. 
Curriers 56, 
Tailor, £1 for making a coat, 5s, trowsers, and 5s, waistcoat. 
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SiMemak«%29fc64. f<HrmaldBga^of to|>-b6o«i_l^ 
for a pdrof Homb Boots— and 12b. <ML for WeUington 
boots. 

Labourers and Fann Servants, 3s. 9d« a day. 
In harvert time ^. Sd, 

Reaping an acre of Wheat, 128. 6d« 

Cradling .^ .^ 6b, 8d. 

Mowing ^^^ Hay, 5s. 

Ploug^iing an acre of Land* ..^^ 6s. 3d. 

Harrowing ...^ <.^ 2b. 6d.*' 



The foregoing rates furnish an Epitome of the necesBaiy 
cost attendant upon Emigration, both for the affluent, and 
poorer settler.— Editor. 



LATELY PUBLISHED, 

WITH A MAP OF UPPBB CANADA, 
Price One ShtOing^ Mwed, 

HINTS ON EMIGRATION 
to UPPER CANADA, 

Espedally addressed to the middle and lower orders of Great 

Britain and Ireland. By Martin Dotle. Second Edition. 

" It ifl a capital digest of aU we know or can learn of Upper Canada, 
mixed with much excellent practical advice."— /n«em«M Courier. 

" We belieye Martin Doyle's little book contains as much informa- 
tion as a man can require wno thinks of going to the Canadas, and we 
strongly recommend its perusal to them, as well as to others who are 
interested in the subject of Emigration.*' — Penny Magazine. 

<* The Work contains tiiat kind of information which the Emigrant 
will find of yital importance in facilitating his motions, saying his time, 
and consequently sa^dng his purse." — Morning Pott 

« Martin Doyle has written his * Hints* with good sense, good feeling, 
aad no little knowledge of the sutjject; and all who wish to emigrate, 
cannot do better than put this little tract into their pockets. "—A^entBum. 

" We place much reliance on the statements of this respectable and 
patriotic writer.**— FToferford Mirror. 

" We are disposed to call its author a public benefactor.*'— i)tt5£m 
Time$. 

" Altogether it comprises such a fund of information on the subijeet, 
that we know of no treatise to which we could more safely give our 
recommendation, or with more propriety style, ' The Emigrant's best 
Companion' " — Aberdeen Observer. 

II. 

THE EMIGRANT'S DIRECTORY AND GUIDE to 
obtain Lands, and e£fect a Settlement in the CANADAS. By Francis 
A. Evans, Esq. 2s. 6d. doth. 
'* Once more we recommend this practical volume.** — Scots Times. 

« We can take upon ourselves confidently to recommend the volume 
before -aB."— Warder. 

" The pric« of the book, as well as its style, are quite what they 
ought tq be." — Liverpool Times. 

" We have no hesitation in warmly recommending this littie work. 
Every page of the book contains some interesting fact.*'-^arJ^'« 
Bristol JommaL 

** We recommend this guide as a valuable companion on the voyage.** 
— Kerry Evening Post. 

Dublin: Published by WILLIAM CURRT, Jun. and Co.; Simpkin 
AND Makshall, London; Oliver and Boyd, Edinburgh. 

lately published. 

1 PRACTICAL NOTES, made during a Toua ik 

Canada and a portion of the United States, in 1831. By Adam Fbr. 
ousoN, Esq. of Woodhill, Advocate ; dedicated by permission to the 
Directors of the Highland Society of Scotland, one pocket volume. 
Price 6s. bound in cloth. 

II BRITISH AMERICA. By John M'Gregor, 2 

large vols. 8vo. with numerous maps, £\ 8s. boards. 

Printed for William Blackwood, Edinburgh; T. Cadbll, London; 
and William Currt, Jun. and Co. 9, Upper Sackville.street, Dublin. 



4«« • 



•1- \ 



J'> >'.' 



•\ • 



# ' • 



;•- ■^ >•> ^4 



4 

II 



■'•I • 



:) 



I ' e- 



I 



I 



I 



< • 



I 

1 



i 



n 






I 



t, 

K 
I 






JAN 1 5 1334 




